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‘The' identity of the employee
could not be confirmed. nor could
the school department in which he
wor!

-ON WEDNESDAY, Wooddale
principal David Colfin mailed a
letter home explaining the situa-
ton to parents.

‘The situation also was discussed
Tuesday with parents at a regular
Parent/Teacher Organlzation
meeting, attended by Zurvalec, dis-
trict perscanel director Robert
Coleman and police [Inspector
Thomas Gedwin.
~ At that meeting, the district re-
leased a statement expiaining the
allegation was made, the employee
was temporarily removed and
employee was “willingly cooperat-
ng with all the Investigations.”

- In his letter, Cotlin told parcats:
"1 believe, as do the police, you
shauld not worry about the safety
of your child at Wooddale.” He also

Wooddale Elemeatary parent
Bev Bahr is pleased with how prin-
cipal David Cotfin, the school dis-
trict and the police are handling
the alleged sexual assault at the
schoat.

*“The police responded, the dis-
‘trict respanded.  Everything was
‘answered,” she said. *l thick

R RANOY GORST/stal photograpner
“Wooddale Elementary School is an Peppermill, west of Farmingtan Road, north of 12 Miie.

Alleged sex assault probed

‘When a very serious charge is made
against an employee, we, in effect,
remove them from the workplace until
our investigation is completed.’

— Sue Zurvalec

employee relations director

explained the “sexual misconduct’
allegation and the employee's tem-
porary removal.

“1 think what's key in this situa-
tion is the district’s pelicy that the
emplayee is removed from the sit-
uauou — even Uf the person is inno-
cent,” Cotflp said,

COFFIN PLANS to h:mdle par-
ent calls and

to keep this school in a stable con-
dition,” he said.

Zurvalec satd the district is in-
terviewing people involved with
the situation, including the person
making the accusation, the employ-
ee and any witnesses. “We fotlow a
due process procedure,” she said.

There i3 no timeline oa complet-

ly. as they arise. “Because of the
cooperation I've received {rom the
central office and Farmington
Hills police, T have really been able

PTO president Diane Hagen said
her group could only offer parental
support and an opes ear.

“I can't apswer anything about
how [ feel about this,” she said.
“Children always need to be pro-
tected — they need to be the focus.
It's a tragedy for this employee, re-
gardleas of how this turns out.™

ing the in “Tt's impeort-
ant we nat try and hurry it and that
we be thorough,” she said.

Staff writer Bob Skiar con-
trbuted ta this report.

Parent lauds handling of situation

tacted an abuse reaction clinie n
hopes of having a representative
attend a future PTO meeting to in-
form parents about how to deal
with similar situations.

As part of a letter to Wooddale
parents following the aileged as-
sault, Coffin included a list of pre-
ventive measures to kelp thwart

they're deing as much as they can.” Hagen said her group has con-  the sexual abuse of children.
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. As part of a citywide crackdown
¢n the sale of alcohel to munors,
Mayor Terty Sever bas invited all
owners and employees of Farming-
tea Hills liquar license establish-
ments to a community forum
Wedaesday.

. The forum will begin at 7. :30 p.m.

g §°
Livcnia

m the city eouncil in the
El;y hali, 11555 11 Mile, at Or\':h.lrd
k:

. Sever mn unveil two new con-

eepts.

. The first, “Operation Coopera
tion,” is a partnerahip amang licea-
sees, the city council, the police and
Farmington Public Schools’ adminis-
tration and students. Sever will em-
phasize the responsibility of each of
the partners in this cooperative ef-

fort.

Police Chief Willlam Dwyer will
outline the second new concept, a
law enforcement effort known as the
“reverse sting."

That brings 2 misdemeanor ticket
o minors who use fraudulent or al-
tered identification. or who unlaw-
fully represent or display the driv-
er’s license of azother, in the pur-

. ¢hase of alcohollc beverages.
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" DEDE COLLECTION SHOW

NOVEMBER 13 through 25
.BIRMINGHAM STORE FOR THE HOME

DeDe Ogden. a noted California
designer, has put together an
exclusive showing of unique

needlepoint designs and subjects.
DeDe presents works ranging from
3" ornaments to 3' rugs all noted
Jor their exquisite shadings and
colorings. For anyone who
appreciates fine needlepoint
works this is a *‘must see"’!

Jacobson’s

School suit claims state

LY Y]

cuts violate Headlee rule

By Casey Hans
staff writer

Farmington schoal trustees have
authorized their attorneys to sue the
tate over what they believe to be a
vialation of the Headlee Tax Limita-
tion Amendment.

Under the amendment, “the state
could not reduce support given to lo-
cal schoals,” sald actlng superin-
tendent Michacl Flanagan, in recom-
mending the move. “It's elear they
have. They're in viclation of the
amendment.”

Farmington's suit will allege the
state has underpaid the district for
mandated programs since 1978,
when the Constitytional amendment
was approved by Michigan voters,

Facmington joina some 40 other
districts with similar cases that are
being held in abeyance at the Michi-
gan Court of Appeals, awaiting pos-
sible appeals to the Supreme Court.

Attorney Dennis Pollard, who will
represent the district, stressed that
Farmington would not join a class
action duit, but will file an individuat
suit, which could regain more than
$1 million the state has not paid
Farmington since 1978. The suit will
nat ask for a specifie dollar amount.

Any Headlee-related trial, Pollard
added, is liled in the Court of
Appeals and not in a county circuit
court. Also different is that the suijt
is being filed on behalf of the "tax-
payers” of the district, using trustees
names and not that of the district.

“Ta the extent you don't file each
year, you lose moce funding based an
a statute of limitations argument,”
Pollard told the board. “You're
gaing ta lose each year.”

THE VOTE to move ahead with
the fawsuit was unanimous when ap-
praved Nov. 7, but trustee Janice
Rotnick said she wondered where the
state would get the maooey to pay
such a large settlement if all the dis-

Wixom No. 7

Wixem is the seventh eity to jein
the Resource Recovery and Recy-
cling Authority of Southwest Qak-
land County.

The authority was barn of an orig-
inal consortium that has studied
trash pick-up, disposal and recyling
measures since August 1987,

Farmington Clty Councl mem-
bers approved the addition Nov. 6.

tricts’ cases were settled. “You're
mistaken, if you think there won't be
a tax increase,” she said.

Pollard agreed that there's no
fund of money at the state level to
possibly pay the $200 to $200 million
that would de needed if all the
triets are successful.

“The state’s just going to have to
adjuat,” he sald. .

But Joel Wittenberg, representing
the Farmington Hills-based Alexan-
der Hamilton Life Insurance Co.,
Richard Headlee and the Taxpayers
United for the Michigan Constitution
— a watchdog group - said he de-
lieves the state does have the money.

““The state has a rainy day fund of
over $300 million.” he said. “Obvi-
qusly, the money i there” He had
come to voice support for the
board’s action,

Farmington trustees decided to
join the statewide effort fullowing a
report by Pollard, wha offered an
update on a related 1380 case: Du-
rant v, the State of Michigan involv-
ing the Fltzgerald Public Schools in

Macomb County.

APPEALS COURT Judge George
Denceweth said in a recent ruling en *
the Fitzgerald case that: “As the tes-
timony unfolded at trial, It became
immediately apparent . . . the De-
partment of Education has engaged
in a plan or scheme to circumvent
the effect of the Headlee Amend.
ment.”

Pollard said i his report o the
beard that Farmington's situation
parallels Fitzgerald's “in the sense
that the state’s funding for categori-
cal programs hay been either elimi-
nated or propartionately reduced.

“1t i3 our opinion that your school
district will be entitled to recover
from the state.”

Pollard expects the Fitzgerald -
case to be appealed to the Supreme -
Court.

Flanagan told the board he is con-
vireed the district should get in-
volved.

"[t’s 2 modest amount to be pro-
tected.” he said. 'If we don't file a
juit, we're not protected.”
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JEWELRY

B November 17

REMOUNT

Noeon ta 8 p.m.
HNovember 18

18 am. to 4 pm.
Fing Jewelry Salon
Livoniz

Select from 3
selendid areay of
pracious and
semi-precious
gemstones to be
placed into fine
custom-designed

meuntings for

men and women.

Jacobsons

Wa welcome Jacobsen's Chargs and Amancan Exprass?
Shop until § pm. on Thursday and Fridsy. Unul 8 pm, en Monday, Tuesday, Wndnul)w and Saturday.




