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Making waves after ‘Sunshine

By Larry O'Connor
slalf writer

After “Walklng on Sunshine,” Ka-
trina and the Waves have been sun-
burned.

The 1985 hit single off the Anglo/
American group's first LP has been
a source of prominence and pain, a
sweel plece of candy wlth a sour
middle,

Despite releasing three solld al-
bums, including the latest on SBK
Records “Break of Hearts,” talk of
Katrlna and the Waves usually
filters back to the one single.

“The thing about that song, ‘Walk-
ing on Sunshine,’” was that it was a
bigger star than us,” said lead singer
Katrina I.cskanich, whose group witl
open for Squeeze Friday, Nov. 17, at
Hill Auditorium. “It was onc of those
songs where people would come up
to me and ask what 1 do and I'd say
I'm in a band, Katrina and ihe
Waves. Nothing. Then 1'd say, 'You
know, ‘Walking on Sunshine? * Then
it was, 'Yeah, yeah.'

Usually, one-hit wonders aren't
prepared for the indifference. Such
was the case with Katrina and the
Waves.

The band had two world tours, had
its music featured in films and was
nominated for a Grammy. Then Ka-
trina and the Waves released a fol-
low-up album that went largely un-
noticed. The group left Capitof
records and financial problems en-
sued.

RESILIANT, Katrina and the
Waves went back to a journeyman's
schedule of touring and was signed
to SBK Records. "Break of Hearts™
signals the group's foray out of the
sunshine of the *80s and into the '90s,

The album was self-produced,
with a little help from Jay Burnett,
and all the band members shared in
the songwriling. “Break of Hearts”
also marks the group's break from
its preconceived pop image, an im-
age Leskanich contends was fostered
by previous studio albums.

Live, Katrina and the Waves has
always been something of a raw,
raucous outfit. Leskanich sald the al-
bum was an attempi o capture that.

While most bands would have
withered after one hit, Katrinx and
the Waves have seen the ordeal
through with solid songwriting and
musicianship. A couple of cuts,

Katrina and the Waves made it big with “Walk-
ing in Sunshine,” and while most bands would

musicianship,

have withered atter one hit, the group has seen

“Rock N’ Roll Girl" and “That's the
Way™ have already recelved consid-
crable radio alrplay and a video for
“Rock N' Roll Girl” has been fea-
tured on MTV.

Only naw can Leskanich assess the
fall out from “Walking on Sunshine”
as something of a learning experi-
enc

dn't handle it very well,” she
was the baby of the group (23
uhnn “Walking on Sunshine” became
a hit) and the one getting most of the
attention.

“1 WAS NEVER in the position be-
fTore of being the special one. Sudden-
ly people were asking me about
abortion and birth contrel and the
whales and the political situatlon in
Nicaragua. 1 said, ‘What?!, I'm a

singer.’ "

A listen to "Break of Hearts”
bears that out. Leskanich’s voice can
be sultry, if not wrought with emo-
tion at times.

If anything, *‘Break of Hearts" isa
mature step for Leskanich who ad-
mits she grown since the first LP.
Band member Kimberly Rew did
most of the songwriting before
whereas Leskanich has stepped for-
ward this time.

“A lat of his lyrics were boy meets
girl and I was just tlred of being up
there crying, ‘Oh please come back,'
and doing the Doris Day number,”
she sald. “T just got fed up with that,
1 thought, well it's kind of difficull to
expect Kim to come with lyrics to
cxpress how [ feel™

the ordeal through wulh solid songwrlllng nnd

Indecd, it would be, cspecially for
a woman who called California.
Florida, Georgia, Massachusetts,
Nebraska, Germany, Holland and
England home as a youth, Her father
was in the Alr Force and the family
maved frequently,

Leskanich met another child of
military life, Vince de la Cruz, whose
father was a teacher In the U.S. De-
fense Department. The twe later
met up with Rew, who was a student
at Cambridge University.

Katrina and the Waves will
open for Squceze 8 p.m. Friday,
Nov. 17, at Iill Auditorium, Thay-
er and North University, Ann Ar-
bor. For information, cail 665-
4755.

Zulus: Musical step in right direction

By John Logle
speclal wrlter

The Zulus have only been the
Zulus for three years, but the band's
history stretches back much farther
than that, peppered with disconcert-
ing side trips In the American legal
system.

A decade ago, three of the four
Zulus left Human Scxual Response, a
frontline Boston septet that released
two albums which folded shortly af-
1er release. Not surprising since all
that remained were three vocalists.

But the core of the band — vocal-
ist Larry Bangor, gultarist Rich Gil-
bert, drummer Malcome Travls and
bassist Chris Maclachlan — began
playing under the name Wild King-
dom in 1962.

REVIEWS

Unfortunately, the name irked
Mutual of Omaha, which was spon-
soring a wildlife show of the same
name. Mutual threatened a lawsuit,
and the band was left nameless. And
then the band was left bassless, when
Maclachlan teit for law school.

After months of auditions, the
band recruited bass player Rich
Cortese and settled on the name Gos-
pel Birds. Unfortunately, the name
belonged to LaBelle's music publish-
er. Rather than do battle, the band
gave up that name and became the
Zulus.

The band released a self-titled EP
in 1986, after narrowly averting
more legal trouble by squelching a
cover which featured Disney and
Warner Brothers cartoon characters.

TIHE PAST three years have gone

relatively smoathly for the Zulus,
This spring, the band reicased its
tirst LP, “Down on the Floor,” which
was produced by ex-Husker Dude
Bob Mould. And, according to Zulus
lead singer Larry Bangor, the band’s
current slot as opening act for the
Pixies, is a big step in the right di-
rection.

“It's been rcally good because
we're getting much bigger audiences
than when we tourcd on our own this
spring,” Bangor said. “Even being
just in the opening slot, we're getting
a much stronger reaction than be-
fore, plus we're playing a lot of cit-
tes that we hadn't hit.”

One could, perhaps, forgive Ban-
gor If he were bothered by opening
for a band that arrived on the scene
so recently, but Bangor seems

pleased by the pairing.

“It’s Ironjc; they've apened for us
before,” he said. “Basleally, if they
were some lousy band, I might be
resentful, but I sincerely think the
Pixies Is a great band, and it's nice
to see them be successful. In a sense,
sure, § wish we were doing that
great, but I'm really nnppy with the
way we're doing, t00."

While the decade of performing
together hasn't always been finan-
cially rewarding, Bangor sces other
rewar

“MUSICALLY, 1 think we're
Iearned simplicity,” he sald “I think
the songs are just a little.more di-
rect. When we first started, we were
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® SUITELIFE

Sulte Life will performn on Monday,
Nov. 13, at Rlck’s Cafe, 611 Church, Ann
Arbor. For informalon, call 996-2747.

@ DIFFERENCE

The Difference will perform in a bene-
{it for Amnesty Intemnatlona) on Monday,
Nov. 13, at the Blind Pig. 208 S. First,
Ann Arbor. For information, calt 996-
8335,

® MISSION IMPOSSIBLE

Mission Impossible will perform on
Tuesday, Nav. 14, at Rick's Cale, 611
Church, Ann Arbor. For informatlon, call
996-2747.

® DAS DAMAM

Das Daman will perform oo Tuesday,
Nav. 14, at the Blind Pig. 208 S. First,
Ann Arbor. For information. call 996-
8555,

© CHISEL BROTHERS

The Chisel Brothers will perform on
Wednesday, Nov. 15, at Rick’s Cafe, 611
Church, Ann Arbor. For information, call
996-2747.

® EURYTHMICS

The Eurythmics will perform with
Ruests, Underworld, at 8 pm. Wednes-
day, Nov. 15, at the Fox Theatre in De-
troit. Tickets are $25. For information,
cal) $67-6000,
® ROMANCE

Romance will perform Wednesday
through Saturday, Nov. 15-18, at Jaggers,
348t Ellzabeth Lake Road, Waterford.
For information, call £81-1700.

® JAZZ BUTCHER

Jazz Butcher will perform on Wednes-
day, Nov, 15, at the Blind Pig, 208 S.
First, Ann Arbor. For information, call
996-3555.

© FHANK ALLISON

Frank Allison and Odd Sox wil) per-
form on Thursday, Nov. 16, at Club
Heidelberg, 215 N. Main, Ann Arbor. For
information, call 663.7758. The group
alsa performs on Saturday, Nov. 18, at
Lili's 25, 2930 Jacod, at Jos. Campau,
Hamtramck. For information, call 875-
6553,

© JAMES GLASS

James Glass will perform on Thurs-
duy, Nov. 16, at Jameson's, (812 N. Maln,
Royal Oak. For information, call 547-
6470,

® FUNHQUSE

Funhouse will perform on Thursda;
Nov. 16, at 3-D Club, 1815 N. Maln, nur(h
of 12 Mile, Royal Oak. For informatlon,
call $39.3344.

® TAJBAND

Taf Band will perform on Thursday,
Nov. 16. at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann
Arbor. For informalion, call §96-2747.

® MAP OF THE WORLD

Map of the World will perform oa
Thursday, Nov. 16, 3t the Blind Pig. 208
S. First, Ana Arbor, For cal

R

® JUICE

Julce will perform on Friday, Nov. 17,
at Club Heldclberg, 215 Main, Ann Arbo:
For Information, call 663-7753.

© PIXIES ;

The Pigles will perform with guests, |
the Zulus, on Thursday, Nov. 16, a1 Saint
Andrew's )all, 431 E. Congress, Detroit.
For information, call 961-MELT.

© DODIDDLEY

Bo Diddley will perform on Thursday,
Nov. 16, at the Majestic Theatre, 4140
‘Woodward, two blocks north of Orchestra
Hall, Detroit. For information, call 833.
0i20.

© SQUEEZE
uceze will perform at 8 p.m. Friday,
Nev. 17, at Hill Auditorium, Thayer and *
North University, Ann Arbor. Reserved
seals are $14.50, $16.50 and $18.50. For .-
information, call 99-MUSIC. .

® JUICE

Juice will perform on Friday, Nov. 17,
at Club Heidelberg, 215 Main, Ann Arbor, .
Fur information, call 663-7758. ur

® THE JUDDS -
The Judds will perform with guest; -’
Don Willlams, on Friday, Nov. 17, at the *
Fox Theatre (n Detroil. Tickets are
$22.50. For Information, call 567-6000.

@ DELTA ROCKERS

Delta Rockers wlll petform on Friday,
Nov. 37, at Griff's Grill, 49 N. Saginaw,
Pontiac. For information. call 334.9292.

© BUTLER TWINS

Butler Twins will perform on Friday,
Nov, 17, at Moby Dicks, 5452 Schacler,
Dearborn. For Information, call $81-6470. |
® SEPULTURA .

Sepultura will perform with guess!
Faith or Fear and Devastatlon, o Fri-
day, Nov. 17, at Blondies, West Seven
Mile, east of Telegraph, Detrolt. For In-
formation, cali 535-8108.

® VOLEBEATS

Volebeats wilt perform with guests,
Goober and the Peas, on Friday, Nov. 17,
at the Garden Bowl, 4120 Woodward, De-
troit. For jnformation, cal) 833-9850,
® SUDDEN IMPACT

Sudden Impact will perform with
guests, Pest, on Friday, Nov. 17, at the
Hamtramek Pub, 2048 Canlif, off 1-75, .

© TRACY LEE o
Tracy Lee and the Leonards will per- "
form on Friday and Saturday, Nov. 17-18,
at Blind Plg, 208 S. First, Ann Arbor. Fa‘r
information, call 996-8555.
® KINSEY REPORT
Kinsey Report will perform on Friday
and Saturday, Nav, 17:18, at Rick's C.ﬂr
611 Church, Ann Arbor. For Iaformation, -
call 996-2747. -

© SHOUTING CLUB

Sbouting Club will open for Frank Alll-
500 and the Odd Sox cn Saturday, Nov. 18,
at Lili's 21, 2830 Jacob, at Jos. Campat,

$96-8555.

COLLEGE

For call a7s-
6555, e
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Here are the 1op 10 albums on WAYN-
AM, campes statlon of Wayne State Uni-
verity (n Detrot.

1. "Louder Than Love,” Socsdgarden.
fellbilly,” Elvis Hitler,

1. "Soul Cakes,” Juzk Monkreys.

ive Art." Red Flag.

. “"Maniacs from the Motor City,” vael-
oas arlists,

6."UK Jive,” Kioks.

7."Oof.” Happy Flowers,

4. “Shout!,” Otls Day and the Kalghts.

9. "George Clinton Presents,” varions
artlsts.
10. "Simply Sensitive,” Sepsitive Blg
Gays.

Here are the top 10 songs on “Detroit
Music Scene.” which Is beard 4-5 p.m.
Sundays (repeated $:30-8:30 pm. Tues-
days) on WDTR-FM 90.9. .

“History,” Tom Thomas and the u, p~
nn!l

2. "Runaround Sue,” Jocy ilarlow, N
! "Infatuated with Mary,” See Dld ﬂnn
4. “The Antitbesls,” Syzsypol.
5. “And My Love,” Ant!fashion. .
6. “Michelle,” Stepplng into Eden. .
7. Dead Town.” Dragon’s Blood.
8. “Slow Down,” Idlots.
9. “Deliverance,” Naming Mary.
10, "City Chicken," Cuppa Joe.

EACH MAN KILLS
THE THING
HE LOVES

— Gavin Friday
and the
Man Seezer

Gavin Friday rosc to (obscurc)
promincnce with a band called Vir-
gin Prunes. They were a band who
put as much emphasis on the visual
as the aural.

They grew up with, and were soul
mates with, U2. They lived in their
mythical "Lipton Village,” (he
Edge's brether, Dik, played gultar
for the Prunes, the Prune's second
singer, Guggl, gave Bono hls nick-
name and his brother was the “boy"
pletured on the (ront cover of U2's
first LP.

Around Dublln, their shows were
always an cvent, as they Invariably
were experimental and always out-
rageously dramatle. Whether by de-
sign, or as a subconscious reactlon,
thelr music was the antithesls of
U2's, with it belng obscure, reaction-
ary and overtly polltical.

With the Prunes' demlse, singer
Gavin Friday has centinued In that
veln, albeit a step closer to commer-
clallsm,

Hls vocal style retains that sense
af the dramatic, his Jyrics verge on
the edge of strange. This album is
the successful combination of hls

WHAT'S THAT
NOISE

— Coldcut

British DJs Matt Black and
Jonathon Moore are Coldcut, and
this functlons as both a blessing and
a curse. To their credit, Black and
Moore have created yet another
amuing pastiche of music and

theatrical dramatles with musleal
credlbllity.

Perhaps he was always ahead of
his time, but it scems that the public
popularity of the like of Tom Waits,
Pere Ubi and Throwing Muses have
cleared a commercial path for Fri-
day. Of course, he does himsell no
disservice by writing strong songs
and having a verltable (reasure
chest of muslclans behind him. Do
the names Mare Rlbot (gultar for
‘Tom Walts and Elvis Costello), and
Bill Friscll {noted for hls solo LP3)
do anything to lmpress? Perhaps
they should.

‘The majority of the songs on
"Each Man . . ." (lsland), have a
Brechilan Cabaret fect with touches
of Tom Walts thrown in for good
measure.

Through “Man ol Fortune,” a
demented Robert Palmer style, to
“you take away [rom the sun” a
beautiful bitter song of lost love, this
album deserves all the time and ef
fort it wilt demand of you.

- Cormae Wright

beats, for any dance
floor thls sldea! a polka hall.

But because Black and Moore are
not singers or instrumentalists In the
tradltlonal sense, they only deserve
partlal credlt for the most successful
tracks on thls record, all of which
feature guest vocallsts. The other
tracks, which featured sample vo-
cals, cartoon voices and snippets of
Incldental noise, are atl only fair to

“Stop This Crazy Thing" featuring
Junlor Reid, i3 the latest techno-
dance mix to feature George Jet-
son's classic plea, and it s at least as.
successful as its predecessors. Black
and Moare do thelr best job of in-
tegrating cartoon nolses and sample
dialogue on this mix.

“Smoke Dls One" finds the middle
ground beiween reggac and hip-hop
and features an excellent vocal from
Queen Lailfah, “(I'm) In Deep” fea-
tures The Fall's lead voeallst, Mark
E. Smith, ranting through vocal
filters that make ulrn even more in-

than he usually ls.

But by far the best cuts on “What's
That Nolse?" are the two which {ea-
ture Lisa Stansfield. The first, “Peo-
ple Hold On Is an unrepentant

disco track, which blends Isaac
Hayes-style soul guitar, the big
drumbeat, and Stansfield's sllky vo-
cals to great effect.

“My Telephone™ Is easily the best
track on the record. Telephone bells
of varying pltches ring back and
forth over the keyboards, sampled
conversations and a drumbeat that
doubles back on ltself. In the
record’s most entertalning moment,
the sound fades from 1989 full pro-
duction to onc-channel, transistor-
tlke sound and then returns to the
present. Through it all, Stansficld
pr\l:vldcs a smooth-yet-emotlonal vo-
cal.
“What's That Noisc?" is not 2 =it-
down-and-listen-to-both-sides  LP.
But the best cuts witl certalnly help
anyone trying to shake thelr groave

thing.
— John Logie

LEGACY
- Poco

Listening to Poco’s first album
since 1979 Is like rolling down the
car window on a crisp, autumn day
In the Upper Penlnsula and taking a
deep breath.

Such a dose of [resh air is thls
group’s “Legacy.” And that's quite
unllke the recent stale reunions of so
many other vintage bands. |

From the terse riffs that open
“When It All Began,” It's pretty
clear that Poco’s original lineup —
Richic Furay, George Grantham,
Randy Meisner, Jimmy Messina and
Rusty Young — put it all together
for this RCA effort.

On that opening cut, flavored with
some up-tempo banjo pleking and
heartfelt barmonjes, Furny remin-
Isced about the group’s late *60s gen-
ests: “I remermber the feellng, not s0
long ago/The kids came n’,
their hearts were romancin’/And the
mauslc was live Poco.”

But the album picks up steam on
the radio staple “Call It Love” and
“The Nature of Love,” a tune carried
by Meisner's gritty vocals, cutting
Iyrics and driving rhythms.

Poco also shows It can barmonlze
with the best of them on the Young-
sung "What Do People Know," and
“Who Else.”

Hard-rockers, who may pot’ think
this flve-man band can turn up the
power, should check out “Rough
Edges.” Further proof Is In the lyr
ics: *I like my musle way up loud/
The house [8 rockin’ when I go out™

Actually, there are several gutty
tracks on “Legacy.” That shoold bea
welcome surprise to folka who ex-

oo
pected more plexsant-but-soft ldulr v
contemporary songs such as "7¢ hits'
“Crazy Love” and “In The Heart Ol “’
The Night.”
But Poco also still knows how 141’»
cralt emotlonal ballads, such as “If*
It wnsn't ‘Fzr You,” which caps thiy

o

d enfoy
collection, %




