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Dubrovnik is a picturesque town of stone and red tile roofs against the green mountains and completely wrapped in its 13th century wall.

A second — mexpensnve — look at Europe

By Irls Sandorson Jonos
contrlbuting travel editor

Last week twe published-a letter
from two couples who want (o vis-
it Europe together. They've all
backpucked the continent at one
time or unother, and now they
want to do it comfortably, but
economically. We explored trav-
eling by bLed and breskfast
through the Republic of reland,
with possible post-trips to the
United Kingdom; all English
speaking. This week well explore
a southern alternative, coastal
Yugoslavia.

Stand on the wall that surrounds
the perfectly preserved old city of
Dubrovalk and look out to sea. Vene-
tlan salling ships once filled the har-
bor below, but the salllng masts that
mark the docks now bave.come in
from hollday resorts and istands up
and down the Dalmation coast of Yu-
goslavla.

Tiny white wake lines crease the
blue water, ferries cruising back and
forth from Dubrovnlk to Italy, 110
miles away across the Adrlatic Sea,
to Venice, in its silted lagoons, and to
some of the thousand [slands that
scatter the 500-mile strip of scacoast
from Italy In the north to forbldden
Albania in the south.

It Is easy to imaglne the Greek
galleys, the Roman merchantmen,
the war ships of Hungary and Tur-
key, the long boats and the round
boats of Venice, the sca vessels of all
those invaders who ruled here onc
century after another.

- ‘Tourism i3 the mafn constal indus-
try now, so {nvaders still come from
all directlons, on sailboats, in tour
buses and cars along the Magistrata,
decorating the anclent beaches, ex-
ploring walled cltics In their story-
book settings along the Adrlatle Sea.

The sun worshippers drive in {rom
Europe or get off thelr plancs from
the United States. Every single one
of thern Is headed for Dubrovnlk.

Dubkovnik is the modern name of
the old clty-staie of Ragusa, which
once had o flcet of 2,000 ships. The
word argosy is a corruption of ra-
gusy or Fagusca, mc:mlng a shlp of
Ragusa.

. ACOORDING TO Viktor, a local
man who drove us downhiil to the
old clty, the present highway follows
the route that caravans took into the
city in tho ninth century, bringing
sllks and spleces from tho east to the
merchantmen of the west.

“There i3 a disco now In the La.
zavette, whero the caravpns’ wero
quarantined outside the walls for 40
days before thcy cmx!d enter the
clty,” hignid,

Dubrp the , most popular
tourlst tion'ia:! via, s0
* I had seen the posteard pletures tak-

cn frem the mountalntops, from the
cable car that lifls above the town
and from the hotels that climb down
cliffs on cither slde of Lhe old eity.

Nothing prepares you for the ple-
turesque lown, sitting there In stone
and red tile rocfs against the green
mountains, completely wrapped in
its 13th century wall, Legend says
that Richard the Lion Hearted was
shipwrecked near the effshore Island
of Lokrum on his way to the
Crusades and lived to rule England,

Neither cars nor blcycles can en-
ter the old city. We walked through
the Pila Gate and down the wlde
maln street, the Placa, for about 800
yards, between hlistoric buildings
and Uiny shop fronts to the opposlic
wall and the harLor.

‘Teens in jeans and T-shirts sat on
the stone bridge that crosses the
moat, and around the Onofrio Foun-
tain. We walked the undamaged me-
dieval wal), toured the Church of
Svetii Pas, whlch survived the dev-
astatlng 1667 earthquake, and
bought asplrin in one of Eurepe's
oldest pharmacies; bullt In 1318 in a
Franciscan monastery.

STUDENTS FLEW balloons and
ate lce cream around Roland's Col-
umn, where state declslons have
been announced by the town crier
for 500 years. Around this plaza are
Dubrovnlk’s treasures — the Clock
Tower, the Sponza Palace, the Ree-
tor's Palace. .

We had lunch at a colorful stde-
walk cafe and then climbed the
staircase streets (hat lead a few
blocks uphlll to the wall. Children
played with dolls in anclent door-
ways. Women sat In the sun or shook
quilts out windows. Men did the on-
golng work of restoratlon,

Tourists overwhelm Dubrovnlk.
Only [Intrepld travelers brave the
crowds of July and August, when the
clty 1s a stage for the Dubrovnlk
Summer Festival. We rented a car
and drove south to Montenegro,
smallest of Yugoslavia's six repub-
Iles. Tae n2ame means lterally black
mountalns,

Life is not all anclent history on
the Adriatic coast of. Yugoslavia.
There are cars and casinos and
scafood restaurants In’'new towns
outside every walled city. We could
have looked for Roman.and Greek

artifacts in Cavtat, but we sat In-*

atead under colorful umbrellas and
walched the windsurfers ‘and the
aailboats goby, .

Sunbathers can choose thelr beach
style — sand beaches, pabbla heach.
es, nude ches. There are oven
beaches in Caviat and Igala where
you can plaster yoursell with ther-
mal mud and Jet {t dry {n the sun.

Igalo, is at the ‘entranco to Boka

Kotorsk!, known in English as the °

Gult 'of Kotor and to locala as The
Boka. Hike the elght-mile sea pro-

There's plenty of shopping to be tound in Dubrovnik's old city,
which neilher cars nor blcycles can enter, while boats dot the
harbor of Hercig-Novt,

menade to Hercig- Nuvl

If you are lucky, a Yugoslav like
Barney Popovic will walk you down-
hltl past 600 years of Turkish, Vene-
tian and Spanish forts to the sca.
Barney was on vacatlon when we
found him. Without him we would
never have scen the red and green
markers on the houses.

"“MONTENEGRO WAS (he center
of the 1979 ecarthquake and all our
old buildings are being restored,”
Barncy said. “Red means It was
damaged so badly that it must be
torn down. Green means that it's OK
or can be restored. This kind of his-
toric preservatlon Is very important
to Yugoslavia.

“The warkers of Serbta gave 1
percent of their wages for 10 years
to restore Montenegro.”™

It is great fun o take the car ferry

7} across the 300-yard-wide strait that

cinches the Boka In half like an hour
glass, but we saved that for the re-
turn trip and drove the Magistrala
highway, by now a ledge between
mountain and sea, to Rlsan, where
Illyria‘s Jast queen threw herself Into
the sea rather than succumb to the
Romans. Then on to Perast, to the
two tiny Islands thot sit 400 yards
offshore.

One island was built by nature and

4 holds the rulns of a RBencdletine
§ monastery and a stand of cypress

trees that mark the graves of an-
cient satlors. The sccond island,
made by man, holds the Church of
Our Lady of Skrpfelo,

Slister Sophla was waiting when

g4 our small boat pulled up te the

church, known in English as Our
Lady of the Rock, its blue dome and
blue bell tower are bright agalnst
mountaln and sea. Stster Roza-
munde, the only other resident, was
{ishing ncarby.

“Any luck?” Sister Rozamunde
ralsed her shoulders in a universal
shrug.

*“No dlnner tonight,” Sister Saphta.

sald with a grin, as she Jed us Into
the church, past walls covered with
silver votlve plaques given by grate-
{ul saltors over the centurles,

"FIFTEENTH century fishermen
found a palnting of the Madonna and
child on a reef below spot,” she
sald, pointing to a brightly colored
painting In a golden frame. “The
people of Perast declded (hat the
Madanna wanted a church bullt bere,
50 they began to dump old flshing
boats, rocks and debris on the reef
and cventually they created an is-
land.”

Time has a different tempo here
on the Adriatic, than it does on Fifth
Avenue or Hodeo Drive. It was 200
yeara before the Island was born and
the church built. They stil! bring
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debris on garlanded fishing boats to
shore up the istand during the annual
summer festlval, Islands don't stand
by themselves; they need work.

Perast is a national monument be-
cause of ils importance in maritime
history. The admirals and sallors of
medieval Venlce learned thelr craft
at the naval school here. Peter the
Great sent 60 young Russians to
Perast In 1698 to create the first
Russian fleet.

The seafarers of Montenegre are a
ticreely independent people. When
the Turks tricd to invade this bay
they were stopped by a huge chaln
strung across the entrance to the
harbor.

Ten miles beyend Perast, where
the Boka ends its 20-mile journey in
from the sea, is the medleval city of
Kotar, tucked into a steep mountain
fold that rises dircctly out of the sea
into the sky. All of these medleval
towns have a Venetian style, right
down to the clock tower and the pla-
2a, but I know of no other city in the
world wrapped In a wall from the
sca to the top of a mountaln and
down agaln.

KOTOR WAS BADLY damaged
by the 1979 quake. The first bullding
restored was the maval museum,
with its maritime hlstory of the
Boka, where the first maritime fra-
ternity in the Mediterrancan arca
was formed In 809,

01d stories always start with “ac-
cording to legend,” and according to
legend, Kotor bought its patron saint
and assoclated relics for 300 pieces
of gold from a ship driven into port
by a storm In the year 890 AD, its
hold full of sacred rellcs {rom the
Near East.

1 you go to Yugoslavia, try to get
a package tour (hat covers air and
hotel and then either rent a caror a
sallboat. Hotels like the Belvedere in
Dubrovnik or the Croatla in Cavtat
are large, but may have group rates.
‘Yugoslavs recommend the Argentine
hatel for §50 to $75 in Dubrovnlk.

1 would love to stay at the Dvorac
Sorkocevle In a manor house slx
miles out of town at the Dubrovnle
Marina, about $50 for two. Don't
miss overnight or a meal at the Ho-
tel Svel! Stefan, down Lhe coast be-
yond Budva, $50 (o $75 off-scason.
It's o walled Island, once a {ishing
viilage, now a hotel.

Sallors should know that the Adri-
atic Club of Yugoslavia and Zadar
SAS arc buildlng marinas and ex-
panding charier fleets. For more in-
formation, contact the Yugosiav iNa.
tiona! Tourist Office, 630 Fifth Ave.,
Suite 210, New York, N.Y. 10020,

If you have a travel question
Jor Iris Sanderson Jones, send it
to Strect Scene, 36251 Schoolcraft,
Livonia 48150.



