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Not many American sccond
graders icarn a new Spanish word
every day.

Then agaln, not many have Kath-
leen Cullen for a teacher.

Cullen, who last year won Michl-
gan's top award for student teach-
ing. turned down job offers from as
far away as California (o teach at
Oakley Elementary School in the
Walled Lake Schook District.

The 26-year-old Detroit native
sald the Walled Lake dlstrict was
appealing because It was In the
forefront of Implementing top-
notch programs in such subjects as
writing and language.

But Cullen also had a persanal
reason for choosing the district. "I
love the Lakes Arca,” she sald,
“and I really wanied to teach out
here.”

CULLEN, WHO s fluent in
Spanish, said she teaches Spanish
words to her sccond graders be-
cause [language is an (mportant
100l for learning to respect differ-
ent people and their cultures.

And she ought to know. She spent
three years In Chile — first as an
exchange student during ber junior
year of high school and later as a
bilingua) secretary for a travel
agency.

Cluser to home, Cullen last year
was selected by the Michigan Asso-
clation of Teacher Educators as
the state’s best student teacher.
She was completing her student
teaching In Ann Arbor when she
submitied to MATE a video of her
class, She was chosen the winner
{rom among more than 200 candi-
dates.
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Oakley 2nd graders learn a word a day

people

“WE WERE so0 proud that we
could attract the quality of teacher
that stood behind this award,” Oak-
Iey Park princlpal Sylvia Whitmer
sald,

October 31, as students flltered
into her classroom, Cullen ex-
plained her philosophy of teaching.

“I want the chlldren to do a lot of
exploring,” she said, “] want to
make them fee) safe and secure in
class so that they wlll explore and
not be afraid to ask questlons. 1
help them learn to learn, Instead of
just teaching them."

CULLEN ATTENDED Qur Lady
of Merey Schoel In Farmington
Hills and later was a graduate of
Eastern Mlchigan University,
where she majored in Spanlsh. She
also recelved a minor in bilingual
education, sclence and elementary
currleulum.

Her students cited several rea-
sans why they like her. Seven-year-
old Marla Laino summed up those
reasons, saying that Cullen “is a
nice teacher. She Is good to us and
Iets us do fun stuff Jike erafis.”

As a next venture, Cullen said
she would llke to recelve a mas-
ter's degree and study the Japa-
nese language, She said the Walled
Lake district, which includes north-
west Farmington Hills, will need
teachers who know the Japancse
language because of the Increasing
number of Japanese students mav-
ingtothearea.
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“Little things have been changing.
The changes are slow, though. And
people there don't take this seriously
— they don't trust the government.
They've done this befere, opening the
borders a little and then closing It
again,” Mrs, Kast said.

EAST GERMANS, according te
Mrs. Kast, arc looking forward to
being able to travel 1a the West, read
Western literature and “have ex-
changes with all people, not just
other Communist countries.”

The tndomitable German spirit is
what has made the changes possible,
sald Wilhelm Kast, who owns DP
Services inc. in Livonia.

“People there are well educated
Sooner or later, the government will
have to realize that ecither they let
the people vote with their feet and
leave or just let them vote,” Mr.
Kast said,

East Germans who decide to move
to West Germany will have an casicer

Project adds
to Farmingto

The thid phase of the Farmington
Downtown Development Authority
redevelopment  project will add
lighting and trees 10 a city parking
Iot at an unknown cost.

Sixteen Islands with two trees and
one pedestrian light each will be
placed around the lot at the Down-
town Farmi Center, better de-

Kothleen Cullen, an Oakley Park Elementary School teacher,
draws her students into a Halloween tale.

{ining walking and driving arcas in
the Jot.

the Wall -

time of settling In because of the
commen language, though Mr. Kast
said he hopes the East Germans will
siay in their homeland and work
toward a democratle government.
Students in the French, German
and English tmmersion program: at
Lycee Internatlonal School partici-
pated in a program on the liberaliza-
tion of East German policles Friday
afternoon. The school is In Southfield
at the former Birmingham Ever-
green School, .

The program featured displays,
discussions and a parade. Teacher
Pcter Kempa told students in kinder-
garten through the fifth grade that it
is a time of celebration for all Ger-
mans and that the symbolic erum-
bling of the Berlin Wall Is a very his-
toric event. .

1 was born in Hanover, which is
about 30 minules from the East-
West border,"” Kempa sald later. I
had tears in my eyes when I watched
the television coverage. Everything
has happened so fast.”

trees, lights
n Center lot

The center parking area runs from
Farminglon Road to Grove Street
and Grand River to Orchard Street.

A cost for this phase of the praject
has not yet been determined, said
Wendy Strip Sittsamer, DDA execu-
tive director.

‘The fountain area in the center, of
the fot will be reviewed and pessibly
changed as part of the project.

For now, she wlil continue to in-
clude Spanish in her daily Jessons.

“It helps the children have a bet-
ter understanding that not every-

body is the same,” she said. “And it
helps them learn that they should
support cach other and respect
each other.”
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Drop In Care
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» Temporary or Long Term Stay
« Weekend Care
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Your feet are the base of your well-being.
Your feet can effect your comfort.
Your comfort effects your lifestyle.
Your lifestyle can only be controlled
by you.

We would like to help youreturntoa
comfortable lifestyle.
We will give you a free evaluation on
the purchase of your next pair of shoes.
A free foot exam is included.

Upon presenting this ad to us you wil
also be eligible for a *50 gift
certificate towards the purchase
of an “approved" pair of shoes.

By appointment please.

David R, Levitsky, DPM
31228 5 MILERD.» LIVONIA
(313) 261-4540
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PAIN ISN'T ALL BAD

For patients with arthntis, a frequent question 1s:
“Whatcan|do?”

Actity for someone with arthritis involves the match-
up of jomnts, stamina and attiude. Your physician, seeing you in the olfice, often
cannol evaluate all three irputs, however, your body makes this assessment: It
communicates its decisions through the media of pain. .

You can (udge the salety of an activity by the type of discomfort it brings on. If
walking causes you an ache similar 10 what you feel as muscles warm up, then
continge on. Butif the pain is a sharp discomtort, then stop.

You cannol isten to'ihe exhortations of friends who tell you that you should:
“work threugh the pain.”” These individuats may be well meaning. but ihey do,not
understand. The pam of arthntis comes from joinl Inflammation and trom
muscies which even at r2st ara 1ansing 1o splint joints, More activily, when ihese
condilions prevar, only worsens your artheitis. N

Despito joint prodlems, you may chmb mountains. Because of Joint inflamms-

nion, you may be lorced 10 stop before malehills. Pain decides what you can or
cannot do. . J
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PLYMOUTH FARMINGTON HILLS
1498 S. Sheldon Road 38507 W. Ten Mile Road
{at Ann Arbor Road « (batweon Haggerty
ocross from Great Scott) and Grand River}
453-6930 471-7387

Open: Moa.-Frl. 109 .
Sat. 10-6+ Sun. 124"

Opon: Mon.-Frl. 10-7:30
Sat. 108« Sun. 124




