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Murphy, Nichols feud over safety officers

BY Pat Murphy
staff wriler

Qakland officlals are hoplng some
quiet, behind-the-scene negotlations
will end what appears to be a fiery
turf war between County Exccutive
Dan Murphy and Sherlff John NI-
chols — or at lcast get it out of the
neWwspapers.

“I understand there was a meceting
yesierday afternoon,” sald Roy
Reviold, R-Rochester, chalrman of
the board of commissloncrs. “They
might be able to work something
ouL”

falk explores
Nobel winner

“The Continuing Education Divi-
slemy ‘of Oakland University will take
2 look at the llfe and genlus of Nobet
Prize winncr Richard P. Feynman
as’part of its “Enlgma of Genius”
lecture Thursday, Nov. 16,

Abrabam R. Libotf, director of
medical physlcs graduate studies at
oL, will conduct the lecture at 7
p.m,; in Meadow Brook Hall. Cost Is
$13;-

Feynman, who dled last February,
had.an unusual approach to life, ac-
copding to Liboff. “He worked
against the grain and had the cre-
ative abllity to move outside of the
usidl pathways,' Liboff sald. “His
philosophy of the universe was that
it functioned In a simple way and its
mpysterics could be unlocked,”

Tbolf sald Feynman was known
to fe brash and flercely honest with
an:{ncredible zest for life, including
a love for bongo drums,

Al the age of 24, Feynman jolned
théManhattan Project — to develop
the atom bomb — and In 1965 won
the Nobel Prize in physics for funda-
meatal work In quantum electrody-
nagdics.

Call 370-3120 weekdays for a bro-
chure and to reglster.
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Rewold and other commissioners
are reluctant to comment about the
dispute, other than to conflrm it cx-

13,

Aslde from concern about alienat-
ing either of the sirong-willed Re-
publicans, commissioners believe
Murphy and Nichols are expericnced
and savvy cnough to resolve their
own preblems.

AT PRESENT, the dispute centers
around a decision by Nichols to de-
frock members of the Oakland Coun-
ty Public Safety Division, a separate
securlty force that answers to the
exceutive.

The force performs a number of
quasi-pollee functions, Including en-
forcing traffic warrants, arresting
disorderly people and checklng coun-
ty facilitics at night, or “rattling
doorknobs,” as some put it.

Security officers also provide a
police presence in county parks, and
carry out diverse assignments like
accompanying money couriers,

A few carry sidearms and all be-
long 10 a separate police unit that
answers 10 the county exccutive.

LAST MONTH Nichols took depu-
ty status away from the 60-member
force.

The move triggered some horsh
words from the executive. But Ni-
chols sald he pulled arrest powers
from public safety officers because

of what he considered to be sloppy
investigative procedures.

At a Republican caucus prior to
‘Thursday's board of commlssloners
meeting, Nichols explained his move
— and Jabbed at Murphy.

1n a fiery 20-minute talk, Nichols
likened the public safety unit to a
“Practorlan guard,” scrving not the
publle, but its master. . . Murphy.

T have been accused by the Coun-
1y Executive of dishonesty in my
dealings with him," Nlchols sald, "1
submit the dishonesty lles In passing
off the County Safety Divislon on the
people of Oakland Counly as a
bonafide, operattonal, service-orl-
ented police entlty.”

The exccutive proposes $2.3 mil-
lion {in the 1990-91 budget) for a
sham police force that disregards
proven police precedures of aceoun-
1ability, Nichols sald, “while duly-
constituted public offices (like the
sherif{’s) must come ‘hat-In-hand’ for
funding programs like the child-
abuse unit, more narcotics officers
and court officers.”

NEITHER MURPHY nor any of
his representatives addressed  the
GOP caucus.

During an interview Wednesday,
however, Murphy suggested Nichols
cither wanted to expand hls depart-
ment or secretly coveted the execu-
tive's office.
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“1t’s his dlscretion to yank deputy
powers,” Murphy sald, “After all, he
granted them in the flrst place.”

That was in 1985, alter Nichols
was first clected.

“If he wants to be executive,” satd
Murphy, mindful that Nichols ran
for mayor of Detroit in 1973, “he
should run far office.”

Nichols' complalnts about improp-
er or sloppy investigative work is
simply an cxcuse for dolng some-
thing he wanted to do anyway, Mur-
phy sald.

“He's got an ego problem,” Mur-
phy said. “He never confers with me
about problems or how to get things
done.”

‘I submit the dishonesty lies in passing
off the County Safety Division as a
bonafide, operational, serviae-oriented

police entity.’

—John F. Nichols,
Qakland County sheriff

COMMISSIONERS EXPECT
some compromise te be worked gut
between Murphy and Nichols to re-
store deputy powers to salety offi-

d that Nlchols' pred
sor, Johannas F. Spreen, also terml-
nated deputy powers for public safe-
ty officers, Murphy responded with a
sigh of exasperation: “But Spreen
was a Democrat.”

cers 50 they y provide the
security that everyone agrees is
needed.

One  possibillty, commlssioners

speculate privately, is Nichols tak-

Ing over the security functlon — and
redeputlzing officers — but assign-
Ing some to Murphy on a coniractuat
basls.

Some commissloners see the dls-
pute as an opportunity to some long-
deslred changes, such as combining
the dispatch functions of the sheriff’'s
delparlmcnl and the publlc safety
unit.
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