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$204 million road plan proposed for county:

By Pat Murphy
stalt writor

No tax increase will be necessary
to pay for $204 mlllion In improved
roads in the county, claimed the
managling director of the county
road commission,

The plan calls for the county to In-
crease its annual contribution to the

“IU's a well concelved plan that
addresses road problems throughout
the county,” sald Roy Rewold, R-Ro-
chester, chalrman of the county
board. “But right now we (county
commissloncrs) are busy with the
budget.

“I think we can begln taking a
close Jook at the proposal after the
first of the year." Other commission-

Oakland County Road C
from $1 miition to $10 million,

The county’s contribution would
be used to get $104 million from the
road commlssion and other sources,
sald Joha L. Grubba, the agency’s
managing director.

The $204 million would be used for
road mprovements from 1991 to

ers were less

“GETTING THAT much monecy
out of our current operating funds
would be pretty diffleult,” sald com-
missloner Naney McConnell, R-
Bloomtleld iills, vice chalrwoman
of the board.

The road commilssion did a fine

missioner Lawrence R. Pernick, D-
Southlleld, “But it dldn’t come up
wlth any new sources of funding. The
mmoney ls not in the county budget.

“It the road commlsslon [s con-
vinced the publlc wants better roads,
they're golng to have to come with
new moncy."

‘The core of Oakland's traffle prob-
lem, sald Grubba, is rapid economic
and resldentlal growth. Oakland
leads the state In Job growth and
canstructlon activities.

The solution, Grubba said, has
these financlal components:

@ Contiouing the existing part-

nership between Jocal government,
county commlssioners and the road
commisslon. Each of the three par-
tles contrlbutes $1 million annually.

® Gettlng a $4 million appropria-
tlon from the county to be distribut-
od to munlelpalitics.

® Beginning a county-wide road
Improvement program financed by a
$2.8 mlltion annual approgriation
from the county.

The county's approprlation would
help attract matching contributions
from federal, state and local sources
and would parlay into $84 millien,
Grubba sald.

While the read commission plan
calls for new construction and im-
proving Intersections, it also catlls
for more high tech traffic manage-
ment, Grubba said.

“TIIE ROAD COMMISSION will
never be able to do all the roud wid-
cning needed in Oakland County,
particularly In the more mature and
populous communities In the south-
cast.”

Long-range plans include a $2 mil-
lion computerized traffic stgnal net-
work te better manage traffic flow,
he satd.

The road commission plan In-,
cludes resurfacing all of the 71 milex,
of road classifled as “'poor er very.
poor,” Grubba said. .

The plan is the first road improves»
ment proposal offered by the road+
commission in almost two years. -

In 1988 it offered an ambltiops,y
tong-range program that Involved.
the county getting a higher percente,
age of current gasoline Laxes. .

The key component of the plar
was a $25 per vehicle rcglslr:n(fur:{
fee that was rejected tn last Novesn®
ber's clections. ‘

2000, said Grubba. Job outlining the problem, said com-
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