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Report: City schools
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need suburban help

By Waynao Poal
stalf wrltor

Suburban school districts must
“glve something back” to the Detroit
public schools, according to a new
report expected to shape Michigan
cducatlon policy in the 1990s.

Cooperative efforts must begin be-
tween Detrolt and its suburban
neighbars for Michlgan to remaln

Other rec include:

survey jdeas were worth ex

“1 llke the idca of cooperation,”
she sald. “But sclling It is golng to be
difficult.”

Wayne County Intermediate
Schools Superintendent Willlam Sim-
mons agreed,

“It’s such a departure from tradi-
tion,” he sald. “Plus, you're flying In
the face of a lot of pelitical con-
cerns.”

Roch Schools Assistant Su-

10 a repart

John Telford is well

by
recognized  demographics expert
Harold Hodgklnson.

Regiona) magnet schools for aca-
demically-talented students — locat.
ed In Detrolt, staffed by suburban
districts and drawing students from
both — were among Hodgklnson's
recommendations.

“I'M NOT suggesting cquailzatlon,
but something must be done for one
to assist the other,” he sald,

Middle class flight — both white
and black — has placed Detrolt stu-
dents in jeopardy, he sald.

“There's nobody left In the city
who has benefited from education,”
Hodgkinson said. “But the drug bene-
fits are there.”

The report was issued Thursday.
State Superintendent of Schools Don-
ald Bemis halled it as “an incredibly
important document” that would be
used to shape education policy In
Michigan.

Metro Detroit's racial polatlzatlon
— with suburbs predominantly
white and the inner city predomi-
nantly black, compounds the situa-
tien, Hedgkinson sald.

Mutll-ethnle school communities
such as San Diego, where Hispanic
and Astan students also form a siz-
able contingent — have generally

aware of how sensitlve area racial
issues are in metro Detroit.

Telford received “hate matl like
you wouldn't belleve" afier making
a slmilar call for suburban-urban co-
operatlon four years ago In a Delroit
dally newspaper. At the tlme, Tel-
ford added, he recelved death
threats and had gunshots ftred at his
house.

Yet, he remains undeterred is his
belief that suburban-urban coopera-
tion is a key o Michigans fulure
success.

“I'm totally in support of the con-
cept,” Telferd said. “Any opportunl-
ty you have to foster understanding
is weleame.”

Toward that end, he’s helped de-
velop programs geared to promote
racial and ecthnic understanding
among Rochester middle school stu-
dents. He also assisted In coopera-
tlve cfforts sponsorcd by Oakland
University.

Providing a better education for
urban students, Telford sald, Is not
only cthical, but practical.

“In the ncar future, hall the work
foree will be minorities,” he sald. "1
tell people aver and over that if
these people cannot hold jobs, who is
going to be there to pay for your re-
tirement?”

had more success in ping re-

-urban isn't

gional programs.
State School Board member Mari-
Iyn Lundy of Grosse Pointe sald the

. . . and, ‘rust belt’

The “rust belt” ls dead, at Ieast for
metropolitan Detrolt, according to
Hodgkinson's survey.

‘The Washington, D.C.-based demo-

the enly answer to Michlgan's educa-
tional problems, Hodgklnson said,
but “an arrow In the quiver.”

od 1982-87, according to information
cited by Hodgkinson, outpacing state
and national averages.

But added that em-

Krapher said he found eve
idence that metropalitan Detrolt
produced more new jobs — and at a
faster rate — than many other re-
glons of the country.

Metro employment growth aver-
aged 4.7 percent a year for the perl-

ployment growth Is threatened by
the relatively low education Tevels of
the Detroit wark force. Nearly one-
third of the metro region’s adult pop-
ulatlon has not completed high
schoal — abave the 29 percent aver-
age for the natien’s 100 largest met-

® A longterm commilment ta
fowering high school dropout rates,
equal to that currently being made
te expand Michigan prisons. Greater
cooperation among schoel districts,
colteges and businesses to boost
“qualily education™ Is needed,

® Increasing small  business
start-ups, especlially among minority
business awners and among busl.
nesses that serve the elderly. Michl-
pan's future, Hodgkinsen sald, In-
cludes more retired auto workers
and fewer families with young chil.
dren.

o Creating special Head Start-
style programs 1o accommodate the
needs of single mothers. Hodgkin-
son's survey found that enc out of
every four Michigan children are
being raised by a single mother.

e New educational programs, in-
cluding greater use of television, to
reach children in isolated, non-met-
ropolitan districts.

New cducation spending, he said,
must be matched by an increased
commitment to health care, housing,
jobs and transportation.

“You can't just concentrate on ed-
ucation and leave the rest alone,”
Hodgkinson said.

Whaile an advocate of school-of-
choice, Hodgkinson said Minnesota's
pioneering effort fn erastng district

jes has been a di

ment,

“The notion that cholce enables
goed schools to drive out bad schools
doesn’t seem to be the case,” he sald.

The report was prepared through
the Institute for Educational Leader-
ship. Inc., a Washington, D.C.-based
think tank.

is dead

ropolitan reglons. Metro Detroit also
ranks 87th among the top 100 re-
glons In terms of college attendance.

Demographic information Hodg-
kinson cited as significant for Wayne
County:

® Retirces, especially those from
auto industry jobs, make up a grow-
ing percentage of county population.
Wayne County already ranks fourth
in the nation in terms of Social Se-
curity trans{er payments, he sald,
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