‘Army’ fights to br

ﬁy Susan Buck
slaff wrlter

+ Each day of the year, needy peo-
E:e take thelr place in the Farming-
n community, wracked wlith anxic-
ty and stress. The Salvation Army
and  Nelghborhood House stand
ready to help them out of their
plight.
° Many people don't realize that if
they want to target speclfic needs of
Farmlngton™ area ruesidents, they
should contribute money directly o
the Army Ce .

‘One woman married to a successful
lawyer who always beat her finally
moved out and came in here, crying,
with her son. She said that “l have a
$200 sweatshirt but no money to buy

food.”’

— Jonathan Rich
Salvation Army officer

ter in Farmington Hills, said Lt
Jonathan Rich, corps officer.

. Most people think if they send
onetary contributions to the main
gffice In Southficld, much filters
back down to the local center, at
Shiawassee and Inkster.

. AT ISN'T sv, said Cheryl Carter,
Farmington-Farmington Hills
Heighborhood House executive di-
fector and,a caseworker for the lo-
¢al Salvation Army center,

“Most people in this area want

helr money to stay in this communi-

{y." Carter said, .
« “Many people think that everyone
in Farmington Hills has a $250,000
Bome and has an inceme of $75,000.
They don’t see beyond that to the
large homeless factor who are bare:
ly making it.”

Through October, the focal Salva-
tion Army center assisted 528 fami-
lies and 1,567 individuals and provid-
cd 124 nights of Jodging, Rich said.

"We try to offer a cure-ald rather
han & Band-Ald,” Carter sald.

PEOPLE STRUGGLING to make
ends eet often spend a large per-
centage of their Income on housing,
center workers said. One Farming-
ton Hills man, for example, receives
$387 a month in general assistance,
but his rent 1s $380.

The flip slde in trying 1o help the
needy are the few who try 1o take
advantage of the system. They need
o be re-educated that the $5 left
over at the end of the month shoutd
go toward the electric bill, not a
steak or two pieces of Godiva choco-
Jales, Carter said,

Neighborhoud House, which
opency in mid- 1988, works in consor-
tium wlith agencics like the Salvation
Army, Goedlellows, schools and lo-
cal churches to help people tn Farm-
ington and Farmington Hills, speelfi-

cally, to find food, clothing, shelter
and basic life services,

Several agencies come together to
make Neighborhood louse a clear.
inghouse.

The local Salvation Army center
serves  Southficld, Livonin, Novi,
Farmington and Farmington Hills
year-round.

Carter further illustrated the cen-
ter's needs. During the winter, the
disadvantaged need assistance with
high utility bllls. During the summer
with the chlldren at home, famllies
need more food. Come September,
schoo) clothes are a necessity, Be-
fore long, the holiday season arrives
and the cycle begins all over again.

THE SALVATION ARMY wil)l
host a traditional Thanksglving din-
ner, with all the trimmings and spe-
clal gifts {or children, at 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 20, at the Knlghts of
Columbus, 21900 Middlebelt, Farm-
ington Hills, ¢

Fur reservations, call the Farm.
ington Hills center at 477-1153 be-
tween 9 o, and 4 p.m. weekdays

The Salvation Army hopes to
serve 120 dinners.

The Salvation Army bell-ringer’s
kettle campaign staris Saturday.
Last year’s campaign netted $70,000
in the Novi and Farmingten areas,

On Dec. 16, World Hunger Pay, a
portion of the kettle proceeds will go
to everseas aid. On Dee, 23, all pro-
ceeds will go directly 10 Neighbor-
hood House.

TIE CENTER Is taking applica-
tions 9 am. to 4 pm. Tuesdays for
people who think they will need as-
sistance for Christmas. People who
wish to Adopt-A-Family are also
being sought.

*1 tell people who call that the
sky’s the limit but so Ls your budget,”
Carter said,

Donours may designate the type of
farnily they wish to assist — a senior
citizen, a child, a family — and geo-
graphical location.

Last year, approximately 30
Farmington-arca families were
“adopted out,” Carter said.

NEIGHBORNOOD HOUSE
doesn’t have the time to go out and
buy gifts for the needy. Carter sug:
gests that contributors buy Christ.
mas presents, or gift certificates
from a grocery or department store,
for the needy.

Each year, the center (s Jammed
with unsolicited gifts from the pub-
lic. The site, in turn, opens up 3
Christmas store the Thursday and
Friday before Christmas for those in
need of assistance. All people are lo-
terviewed for eligibility, Rich said,

For all events or to volunteer, call
Rich.

IT DOESN'T take much to plunge
a family Into a downward financia)
spiral.

“Thelr Job may not provide insur.
ance, and sft of a sudden, they'te
bankrupt,” Rich said.

For example, une single parent,
after being laid off from her job,
dido’t allow her 12+ and 8-year-old
daughters to play cutside. The wom-
an had no medical insurance. She
was afrald the girls would get hurt
and she had no means of support.

QOthers have different stories.

“One woman married to a suc-
cessful lawyer who always beat her
finally moved out and came in here,
erying. with her son” Rich said.
“She sajd that ‘1 have a $200
sweatshirt but no meney to buy

“In that particular case, we were
able to help her temporarily and she
was able to get enough help {rom her
family 1o get an apartment and a job
and was able to go back to school. ™
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Salvation Army L. Jonathan Rich and Neigh-
borhood House execulive director Cheryl

Carler discuss the red keltle fund-raising driv
inat starts Saturday.

Party preference rule
primary voters

angers

By Joanno Matiszowsk
stafl writue

Une constiluent was s¢ mad about

having (v declare his political party®

preference for the 1992 closed .
dential primary, he mailed . party
declaration form to state ey, Jan
Dolan in picces.

“It was like confetti,” satd Dolan,
H-Farmington Hills, about the man’s
mutilated declaration card. “People
are upset. I've never golten so much
mall.”

Dolan Isn't the only one getting
complaints. Desplte thousands of re-
turned and completed political party
prefercnce forms, Farmington Hills
city clerk Kathy Dornan has heard a
wealth of complaints. Farmington
city clerk Josephlne Bushey has had
fewer complaints, but they have to
do with privacy.

+*People don't mind the closed pri-
miary. But they object 1o declaring
whether they are Republicans or
Democrats. They think it's an Inva-
sion of privacy," Dornan said.

Complaints stern from a 1988
state law that forces voters to de-
clare their political party to be eligi-
ble to vote - a first in Michigan his-
(6ry — In the March 17, 1992 presi-
dentlal primary. The closed primary
replaces the party caucus system cs-

1988. To vote in the 1992 presidential
primary, voters must declare thelr
party preference by Feb. 17, 1992
Forms may be obtained at city clerk
ultices or at cach {ederal, state and
tocal elections through Feb, 15, 1992,

If voters do not complete palltical
party preference declaratlon cards
or designate no party preference,
they will not be allowed to vote in
the 1992 presidential primary.

‘The political preference require-
ment applies only (o the presidential
primary, not state or focal elections.
The politleal party declared by a vo-
ter remains In cffeet until changed
though voters can change their
minds up to 30 days prior to the
March 17,1992 primary.

Voter informatlon on the declara-
tion cards, exeept the driver license
or personal ldentification number, Is
public informatlon, obtalnable by
anyone requesting it from city
clerks.

*1t will gencrate lists that will be
publle knowledge,” Dolan sald.

Patrick Anderson, Farmington
Arca Republic Club president, said
he believes the closed primary will
be “less intimidating” to particl

nts. In the caucus system, *‘you
still had to make a cholce and you
were subject to intimidation from
others.™

tablished in 1983 for
presidential candidates,

'DECLARATION FORMS have
been avalable since Scplember

PROPONENTS SAY the closed
primary will climinate the cross
over voting that occurred in the
caucus system. Crossover voting al-
lowed one party to help nominate a
weaker candidate in the other party.

Farmingien Democratic Club
president Mike Breshgeld sald the
closed primary is step in the right
direction because only party mem-
bers should be nominating thelr par-
ty's candidate.

“This (closed primary) is better
because the pelitical parties ought to
nominate the best party,” said
Farmington Hills city councilman
Aldo Vagnozzi, Farmington Demo-
cratlc Club treasurer, .

Many Republicans, however, are
opposed to the closed primary. Do-
lan is a co-sponsor of a resolutlon
urging the Democratic National
Committee to rescind lts rule refus.
ing to recognize delegates to its na-
tional conventions if they are seleet-
ed in an open primary system. Jf not,
the resolution asks that Michigan be
exempied from the rule as Wisconsin
has.

The resolutlon states that (he
Michigan Legislature was forced to
cnact the 1988 law establishing a
closed presldential primary to com-
ply wilth the Democratlc National
C ittee's rules,

Desplte some belleve
the closed primary will attract more
n the pro 1 nom-

Ination process than the caucus sys-
tem did,

The resolution remains in the
state House oversight commitice.

Downtown businesses honored

iIt's all in the family for several
F

that are family-owned and operated.
Together from "9 to 5" as well as
diring off-work hours, these people
kow the true meanlng of “family
tugetherness,”

iFor all the reasons thal make
familles spectal, the week Including
Thanksglving was declared for sev-
eral years by the president of the
United States os Natlonal Family
Week.

+Followlng the precedent, Richard
Tapper, mayor of Farmington issued
aproclamataion to satute the fami-

n

“Because of the contributions that
these famllles have made to down-
(own Farmington, we would like to
recognlze them with Family Busi-
ness Week,” Tupper sald. “Through
their quallty establishments, they
have hel, maintaln the area’s
small community atmaosphere.”

CHARGED WITH the cconomic
health and vitallly of the dowatown
arca, the Farmington Downlown De-
velopment Authority (DDA) realizes
the Importance of the family busl-
neases,

“The family-run busincsses are a
1al [ngred| In our d

land,” sald Wendy Strip Sittsamer,
DDA executive director.

“I think the proclamation and ob-
servance arc wonderful ways to
show these families our apprecla.
tlon," she sald, .

‘The downtown Farmington arca
canslsts of 150 businesses anchored
by the intersection of Grand River
and Farmington Road. Since 1986,
the DDA has executed a revitaliza-
tion program in the area.

Downtown Farmington family
businesses are: The Baker’s Loaf,
Bon Ton Shoppe, Civic Theatre, Cow-
ley's Old Village Inn, Donovan's
Country Store, Farmington Bakery,

Iy-run !
E‘.nrmln(ton.

The mayoral proclamation desig-
nites the week of November 19-25
ag Family Business Week in down-
tqwn Farmington.

[

8] 5
business mix. Scveral have been
here for many years — such as the
Clvic Theatre and the Bon Ton
Shoppe — while others aro recent
additions -- such as Marco's Cock-
tails & Dining and Omlros Koney Is-

Focal Polnt
Studio, Grace Insurance, Hot Dawg!
«+. & More, Lace Curtaln Shop,
Marco's Dinlng & Cocktalls, Mason's,
Michelle Marx, Pictures & More,
Plrccluu: Commeditics and Ray Intes
tlors.

KAISER PORCELAIN SHOW
Friday, November 17, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
and 5-8 p.m., Birmingham
November 18, 11 a.m.-5 p.m., Livonia

A wonderful opportunity to sce
a collection of these magnificent
porcelain pieces and to meet
Gisela Kaiser, here to answer your
questions and personally sign
your Kaiser editions. Also watch
artist Konrad Wachter, with his
delicate brush and sensitive hand,
demonstrate the painting process.

Jacobson’s

We welcome Jacobson's Charge, MasterCard® and VISA» X . .
Shop until @ p m. oa Thursday and Friday. Unti 6 p.m. on Mondau, Tuesday, Wednesday and Safurday/: §:




