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JOA threatens survival of suburban papers’

By Wayne Peal
slalf writer

A Joint

Obscrver & Eccentric newspapers.
doin

That view is shared by Bruce
of the Pontlac-

"But we're going b til
what wo've been dolng — providing
local

: . -
tween the Detroit News and Detrolt

Free Press makes metro

ge for our
readers.”

believe estab-

ing a whole new ballgame, suburban

newspaper offlclals sald,

Staying in the game, (hey belleve,
means continulag grassroots cover-
and

age, while updating

lished weeklles and dallles can not
only survive, but prosper - at Jeast
for the short term — as thelr down-
town competitors begln Implement.
and advertising

gdvcﬂhlng strategies to meet the

ol a more
market.
The US. Supreme Court cleared

the way Monday for the newspaper
merger to occur. (For detalls, see re-

lated story.)

“There’s no questlon the*jolning of
two large urban papersina JOA is a
wiajor step,” sald Rlchard Aglnlan,

C
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Please
Help A

Nei

Ia Third World countries, hun-
dreds of thousands of children
are in desperate need of food.,
clothing, medicat care —the
basics of life. These giirls and
boys are even denied the
opportunity to attend school
cy are our neighbors in

a world chat grows smalter
every day.

Through CCF, you can
sponsor a neighbar's child. The
cost is SI8 1 month —just 60¢
aday—to help a poor child in
Asia, Africa or Latin America
—achild who has virtually
nothing.

Please pick up your phone
now and dial the toll-free nuin-
ber below: Be a good neishbor
by helping an innocent child.

Christian Children’s
Fund, Inc.

1-800-228-3393

(Toll Free)

fng a
strategy of thelr own.

“THERE'S GOING to be an awful
lot of confusion, yet there's a window
of apportunity for suburban newspa-
pers who are are alrcady strong,

based Oakland Press,

“The secure and well-managed
newspapers wlll continue to do OK,”
Melntyre said.

Nonetheless, suburban  papers
have been making changes, whether
prompted by the anticipated JOA or
not.

The Observer & Eccentric recent-
ly added a new paper in Oakland
County's lakes region and beefed up
caverage of commercial and resi-
dentlal development.

‘The Daily Tribune, now under the
of Adams C

who have already them-
selves,” sald Wayne Studer, gencral
manager of the Daily Tribune, Royal
Oak. “We're closer to the grassroots,
we can tatk to our communlty like
no one else can.”

The U.S. Supreme Court ruling up-
holding a joint operating agreement
between Detrolt's datly newspapers,
“was a victory for Michigan and the
metro area,” according to the execu-
tive cdltor of the newspaper that
sought the agreement.

“If you look at the Newspaper
Preservation Act, it was designed to
preserve separate and independent
editorial volces and that is clearly
the case here,” sald Heath Meriweth-
er of the Detrolt Free Press.

The act, approved by Congress in
1970, allows for newspaper mergers,

tions, has placed a greater emphasls
upon grassroots news, Studer sald.
Its aggressive parent company
also acquired the Macomb Daily In
Mount Clemens as well as other non-

though the Free Press/News JOA is
the largest ever approved,

Without the 100-year agreement,
Meriwether said, there was no doubt
Knight-Ridder, the paper's parent
company, would have closed the pa-
per.

“IF THAT happencd, there would
have been a real loss to the Detroit
area and to Michigan,” Meriwether
said. “We practlce joornalism that
makes a dliference in  people's
tives.”

Choosing his words carefully, he

dailics In Macomb, Adams Is also
launching & new string of suburban
weeklles [n areas on the fringe of
both dailies’ clrenlation area.

The Observer & Eccentric has
jolned with Adams In the Suburban
Press Ring {SPRING) enabling ad-
vertlsers to buy comblined space in
O&E and Adams newspapers, as well
as those of the Assoclated and Herl-
tage newspapers, two separate
weekly chalns In suburban Wayne
County.

SPRING formed not because of
the JOA, Aginian sald, but because
newspapers were already faced with
a compelitive, changlng market.

“We formed SPRING because
there were two things happening,”
he sald. “One was the influx of large
scale retailers like Target and
Kohl's. The other was that mom and
pop operations began to expand,”

court approves JOA for

sald other area newspapers couldn't
match the Free Press’ history, per-
sonalities or commitment 1o soctal
Issues and soclal change.

“I'm net knocking what anyone is
doing, but thls Is a 158-year institu-
tion,” he safd. “You can't replace
that with a chain of papers around a
metropolltan area.”

The high court voted 4-4 to uphald
lower court rulings in favor of the
JOA.

Those who fought the agreement
vowed to move their fight from the
courts to Congress.

Aginlan sald.

The Oakland Press added a new
offset press to expand its capability,
Melntyre said,

Though the JOA was shrouded in
controversy from Its beginning some
three years ago, suburban publish-
ers’ reactions were mixed.

“My reactlon: It's over,” sajd Agi-
nian. MclIntyre added he was “tired
of talking about the JOA”,

Studer, a former Free Press em-
ployee, provided the most sirongly
worded reaction, The JOA, he said,
was “a travesty.”

“I hated to see a lot of my good
{rlends go through atl this and others
be put out on the street,” he sald,

Suburban  Communications  has
competed with another JOA. Compa-
ny weekly papers in Cinneinnat
compete against that city's JOA,
Aginian said.

two Detroit dailies

“The closeness of the {court) votes,
at all tevels, indicates the Newspa-
per Preservation Act must be looked
at agaln,” sald Edward Wendover,
publisher of the Cotnmunity Crier in
PPlymouth and an outspoken JOA foe.

JOA focs were conslderlng
whelher to ask the high court for a
re-hearing, Wendever sald.

One arca Congressman also criti-
cized the ruling.

“I've always belicved the pen Is
mightler than the sword, but it now
appears the corpeorate battom line Is
greater than both said U.S. Rep.

“I'd say it was a ncutral sltua-
tion,” he sald, “But the (Cinclnnatly
Enquirer did begin issulng zoned,””
suburban edltlons.” :

Suburban press officials declined...
speculation on whether the Supreme.,
Court’s ruling made them wianers or-
losers. o

“If anyane is going to take a beat”"
ing it's the readers of the Detroit
s’ sald Melntyre, point.
ing 1o an expected price increase for
both dail s well as combined
weekend cditions,

One thing they agree on, hawever,
is that Inaction in the face of the
JOA  would avtomatically  make
them losers,

“It's like riding a twe-wheeled bi-
cyele,” Aginian satd. *You ot to
keep moving, olherwise you'll fafl.” ~..

Carl Pursell, R-Plymouth, an initial -
JOA supporter. .
The merger allows the Free Press
and News to combine business oper-
ations, though spokesmen for vach™
newspiper sald cach would maintain

a separate editarial palic

Among changes, the Nows morn-
ing, edition will ne longer be avail-
able by heme subscription. Both
newspapers will also combine week.
end editons. Though it is widely"™
speculated that hoth newspapers wiif *
increase their gewsstand price, my
announcement was made

It’s Time You Owned
The Real Thing.
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A lot of people think owning a home is simply out of thair
reach. Standard Federal is out to change that perception.

We offer a variety of fixed and adjustable rate mongages to
suit your needs in amounts as low as $5,000. We also
have a number of special programs designed for low and
modetate income families.

Owning a home is a wonderful dream. We think making
it a reality is even better,

Standard Fedoral Bank
Savings/Financial Services

1-800/522-5900
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