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S’craft begins [_ _
national quest Time seems right for pro soccer

e r——
By C.J4, Risak

stall writer

The trek toward a possible Nation-
at Junlor College Athletlc Assocla-
tlon womens soccer title has a start
shrouded in mystery for Schooleraft
College.

The Lady Ocelots, who captured
the NICAA champlonship in 1987,
open their quest for this season's
crown today at Mercer Community
College in Trenton, N.J. Thelr oppo-
nent: Lees McRae CC.

There were two things that trou-
bled SC coach Nick O'Shea about his
opening-round eppanent. Kirst, Lees
McRae posted a 19-1-1 record this
season, second, other than ils record,
O'shea doesn’t know tmuch about
Lees McRac.

“1 don't know what 1o expect of
themn because we don't sce them,”
sald O'Shea, “Typically, they score a
lot of goals. We'll know their top
scorers from the (NJCAA) rankings,
su we'll knuw who we have te mark
closely. What we won't know is what
style ihey like to play, if they play
long ball or short ball.”

THE UNEXPECTED always con-
cerns coaches. Still, in previous
years Lees McRae has qualifled for
the NJCAA tournament but never
done well in it. Its record may be
impressive, but the North Carolina-
based school's schedule is not. It has
avoided the better cast coast JC
teams.

“They're 19-1-1, but they haven't
played a lot of tough games,” said
O'Shea. “Any time a team goes from
casy games 1o tough ones, it's hard
to adjust.”

Which makes O'Sh
simple one: attack.

“We have 1o go out and apply
pressure,” he said. “If we stay on
‘em the whole time, I don’t know if
they’ll have the mental toughness to
stay with us.

“There'll be no sitting back on
(Lees McRac), that's for sure.”

Although O'Shea is unfamitiar
with SC's first-round epponent, he
likes his team’s tourney draw, 1f the
Lady Ocelots, who posted a 10.3.2
record this season, get past Lees
McRae, they will play the Monroe
(N.Y.) CC-Anne Arundel (Md) CC
winner in the semifinals Friday.

A victory Friday catapults SC into
the NJCAA championship match at
11 a.m. Sunday,

trategy i

BOTH MONROE and Anne Arun-
IR

del are excellent teams, but as
O'Shea noted, at this stage who isn’t?
Besldes, the other bracket appears
more formidable. It fealures last
year's finalists, Mcrcer and Floris-
sant Vallcy CC, clashing In the open-
Ing round. The other epenlng round
match pits Farmingdale (N.Y.) CC
against Massassoit (N.Y.) CC.
The team O'Shea plcked as the
favorite is d

HE TIMING APPEARS to be right for
three local investors, who are bringing
professlonal soceer back to Detroit.

1U's a team without a name, but when
the 199091 American Indoor Soccer Associatlon
season ls launched next October, this expansion
club will be quartercd in downtown Detroit at
Cobo and Joe Louls arenas.

It’s not a novel jdea, Detralt has had outdoor
professional tecams In the past — namely the
Cougars and the Express.

But it's novel In the fact that ¢lub’s three prin-

champ Florissant Valley, which lost
to just one junior college tcam thls
scason — SC, by a 2-1 score, In a
match played In Livonta.

*1 still think Flo Valley would be
the favorite,” inslsted O'Shea, whose
fcam lost to a pair of JC teams,
Monroe and Meramee (St. Louis) CC.
“Even though we beat them.”

One of Florissant Valley's better
midficlders missed the SC match for
disciplinary reasons, which means a
team strength wlill be further fordt-
{ied. “All five of their front players
(forwards and mldficlders) are
tough," satd O'Shea.

OF COURSE, the Lady Ocelots
are hardly weaponless. The effcnse
has perfermed cxceptionally behind
forwards Shannon Meath (from
Plymouth Canton}, Joan Arndt (Livo-
nia Ladywood) and Cindy Bowman,

Dawn Gabriel (Livonta Churehlll)
anchors the midfield. Top defensive
players include Rose Hally (Church-
ill), Kellie Davis (Churchlll) and Don-
na O'Brien (North Farmington).
Tisha Guida (Garden City) is tn goal.

Should SC handle Lees McRae in
its opener, chances are good It would
meel Monroe in Friday's semifinal.
And several SC players figure they
still have a score 1o seltle with Mon-
roe, which was picked to go to last
tournament over the Lady
Ocelots, SC defcated Anne Arundel,
ils other possible semifinal foe, 3.0
carlier this season.

‘Tuere was one major concern for
SC prior to the tournameot. Arndt
was hobbled by a pulled hamstring
musele. But in hard tast

cipa) - Livonian Paul Scicluna, Ro-
chester’s Brlan Tinnion and Farmington Hills®
Angus Moffat — are sold on the AISA’s commit-
ment to American players only.

The concept, they believe, will attract this new
generatlon of soccer enthustasts.

“"We talked about it for (hree years and this has
always been one of our geals to bring a franchise
here,” said Tinnion, a former player (1978-80)
and coach (1981-83) with the Express, “We're Just
clated 10 get the oppariunity.”

TIE AISA Is expandlng next season, possibly
to 10 or 12 teams.

The leaguce currently consists of cight teams ~
Canton Invaders, Atlanta Attack, liershey Im-
pact and Memphis Rogues of the American Divi-
sion; along with Milwaukee Wave, Chicago Pow-
er. Dayton Dynamo and Indlana Kick of the Na-
tional Division.

Milwaukee, which plays in the new Bradley
Center, has already pulled in a crowd of 13.000.
Atlanta and Chicago have cach approached
10,000 fans on a night.

Scictuna, Tinnlon and Moffat — partners in the
successful Total Soccer Inc., an indoer venture
which houses hundreds of youth and adult
leagues in Farmington Hills, Southfield, St. Clair
Shores and Royal Oak — hape to feed off the
growling interest locally in the indoor game.

That made their declsion to join the AISA that
much easier, according to Tinnion,

“Our philosophy was in tune with the AISA,
which develops and promotes American play-
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ers,” Tinnion sald.

That means you could see players, perhaps
some recent graduates from Michigan unlversi-
ties, fi)ling up spots on the 16-man roster,

“I'm sure there will be some ex-NASL and
MISL players, but we feel there are enough play-
crs coming through the Mickigan colleges, that
will be graduating, who can also help us,” said
Tinnion. “And I'm sure there are two or three
players in the local leagues we can use.”

TINNION POINTS OUT that Indoor soccer
{six on a side) promotes scoring. (They use a 1-2-3
point system.) The AISA rules have a few added
iwists. For instance, goals scored outside the red
line, or blue line as it is called in hockey, count as
three points.

“It's like the three-point shot in basketbal),”
Tinnion said.

The caliber of play among American-born
players has picked up, but a 0-0 tie recently be-
tween the United States and El Salvador in a
World Cup qualifier in St. Louis, Mo., was judged
as a sciback to the sport in this country.

The United States now needs a win Sunday at
Trinidad and Tobago to qualify for the 1990
World Cup. (The United States will gain an auto-
matic bid when it hosts the 1994 World Cup.)

“There are a humber of high-caliber players
corning up in the U.S., but nobody could score in
that game and it was disappolnting to a lot of
people,” Tinnlon said, “What better way to devel-
op natural goal-scoring talent than to play this
type of soccer in an indoer game.”

SCICLUNA, a longtime youth and high school

coach, will be the president of the team. Moffat
wlll be the general manager. Tinnlon is the
coach. Livonlan Jim Duggan, a former high
school coach at Redford Catholle Central and
North Farmington highs, is in charge of promo-
tlons and marketing.

“If this thing goes through, I'll be In heaven,”
said Scicluna. I can guarantee you that as long
as I'm around, the best (players) wil! be dressed.
I)l|‘s also American soccer. I want to emphasize
that”

Detroit will play 20 games at home and 20
away. The season culminates with the playoffs in
April (1991).

With the option of playing at either Cobo, with
a seating capacity of 10,000, or Joc Louis {close
te 21,000), the new franchisc will have a flexible
schedule. The plan right now, according to the
investors, is to play Friday nights, Saturday af-
ternoons or Sundays.

Fans can get a sncak preview of the indoor
game when AISA All-Stars meet the Soviel Red
Army team, beginning at 2:05 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 20, at Joe Louts.

“We almost jumped In two-feet first for this
scason,” Tinnion sald. “But now we have almost
11% months 1o promote and market aur product.
‘We want to do # right.”

FANS HAVE BEEN invited to participate In a
drawing {o name the new team.

Entrics (onc per family) should include name,
address, phone number and team-name selectlon
(by Dec. 8) by seading to: Pro Soccer, Joe Louis
Arena, 600 Civie Center Drlve, Detroit, Mich.

26.

in the event that more than one contestant
chooses the winning name, the new franchise will
hotd a random drawing to determine the winner
of the following prizes: a pair of scason tickets to
the 1990-91 season, or VIP tickets (o the AISA
All-Star Game (Jan. 20, 1990), complete with din-
ner and fimousine transportatlon that day.

It sounds like the fun has already begun.

As for my suggestion, how about the Detroit
Axles?

Farley’s goal leaves Athens on top

By JIm Toth
stalt wrlter

week, she appeared to have recov-
vred,
“I ran ‘em

hard Jast week,"
¢ scrimmaged the
Saturday and Jooked

good.

"Our attitude is good, and that's
half the battle.”

The other half consists of games
against a mysiery team and an ob-
ject of vengeance. Conquer those,
and SC will be fighting for the
NJCAA championshlp Sunday.
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The play seemed Innocent cnough
— a high lob down the field heading
toward an opposing defender — that
Troy Athens soccer coach Tim
Storch decided to take time to deliv-
er some Instructions on the sideline.

No problem. Al the veteran Red
Hawk coach misscd was the deciding
goal in Saturday's boys Class A state
champlonship game played at
Bloomfield Hills Andover. For-
tunately for Storch, It was one of his
Red Hawks, John Farley, doing the
scoring.

The senior forward, no stranger to
scoring goals, pulled the ball loose
from a Plymouth Salem defender 14
minutes into the first half and calm-
Iy d the ball behind Rocks

@ ALUMNIHOOPS
Farmington Hills Merey will have

The exhibition beglins at ? p.m. at
the Detroit Sknting_club. 888 Denni-

its second annual alumnt

son Court, Hills 48013.

game at 7 p.m, Wednesday, Nov. 22,
at the high scheol. Admission (s §1.
Players from 1970 to 1989 will com-
pete. For informatlon, call the Mer-
cy athletic office at 476-2835.

@® GYMNASTS WIN MEET

The Farmington Gymnastics Cen-
ter team won the Sunrise Invitation-
al in Sylvania (Ohio) on Sunday, Nov.

5.

The Farmington girls who com-
peted were Jennifer Urick, Mary
Whalen, lenelle Klernan, Erin
McWatt, Stacey Williamson, Shelley
Moore, Heidt Taggatz, Gina Bradley,
Missy McRae, Kelly Misch and Holly
Davis. The team is coached by Diane
van Micrlo.

The Level IV gymnasts competed
agalnst ather gymnasties clubs from
Michlgan and Ohio In their flrst offi-
clal competition. The team members
ranged In age from 810 11,

© USED EQUIPMENT

The Farmington Hills Recreation
Department will sponsor a used win-
ter sports equipment sale on from 9

Tickets are $2 per person, $5 per
family. For the exhibition and after-
glow party, tickets are $5 per per-
son.

© COACHES NEEDED
Farmington Hills Mercy needs a
freshman volleyball coach. Appli-
cants should call 476-2836 during
business hours or 255-0545 afler 9

pm,

& Clarenceville High  School
needs a head boys swimming coach
and assistants in wrestling and vol-
leyball, Applicants should call Ath-
letic Director Les Kinsella at 473-

926,

¥

goalkeeper Matt Tudor to provide
the difference in the Red Hawks 1-0
trivmph.

“I'saw It was a long ball from our
sweeper that was going to one of
thelr defenders,” began Farley of
the winning tally and his 19th goal of
the season. "I Just stepped In front of
a lazy pass he made and I knew [ had
it

*1 DIDN'T SEE the goal,” said
Storch. “I turned my back and was
giving Instructions. Al) of a sudden I
heard some yelling — I turned
around and saw the ball in the back
of the net.”

The state title was the fourth for
the Red Hawks this deeade and com-
pleted a sweep of high schoo! soccer
{for Athens in 1989, The girls squad,

SYNCHILLA" SNAP T-NECK
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all fly-fishung in
nd trekhing in Nepal.
Synehilla pile will stand up to all sorts
ot punishment, Even swhendamp, the
Toft stays full and wiil heep you warm.

a.m. to 1 pm. y, Dec. 2, In
the East Mliddle School cafeteria,

Ttems to be seld wlll be accepted
at the school from 5-30-8:30 p.m. on
Friday, Dec. 1. East Middle is on
Middlebelt Road between 10 and 11
Mile roads.

All sales are finat and there will
be a 20-percent service charge on all
items sold. For informatlon, call the
recreatlon division office at 473
9570.

© SKATING REGIONAL
More than 30 flgure skaters from
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prepare for the Eastern Great Lakes
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By An Authorlzed

also coached by Storch, claimed the
Class A crown In June with a 1-0 vic-
tory aver Northville,

“This Is a super win for us”
beamed Storch alfter the game. “We
beat a quality team by playing su-
perb defense. T don't think they (Sa-
lem) have seen a defense like ours.™

Salem coach Ken Johnson echoed
Storch's assessments.

“Troy Athens pul us out of our
style by pressuring us,” explained
Johason, who watched his high-
powered offense come up empty for
the fourth time this season. “They
are tal), quick and very physical.”

THE RED HAWKS, who finished

the scason with a 20-2-3 ledger, kept
Salem’s offensive stalwarts Jeff
Gold and Greg Christensen, for the
most part, in cheek.

Shaun Childress, Chris Miller,
Todd Peterson and Tyrone Schindler
continuously applicd pressure on the
Salem forwards, forcing the Rocks
to cough up possesslan.

When the Rocks managed to main-
tain control, Athens senior goal-
keeper Mark Slimak proved equal to
the task. Slimak was credited with
cight saves, Including a diving stop
in front of the net off a Brad Fisch
boot with less than one minute to

play.

1 thought we would do It in the
second half," said Johnson, who
watched his team drop a 2-1 deeision
10 the Red Hawks during the regular
scason. “We wanted to come out and
score a goal, but we couldn’t. Losing
to a team Jike Athens Is a good way
to go down, if you're going to Jose.”

The final stats proved the game to
be as close as the {inal score. Both
teams fired 10 shots and Athens held
a slim 4-3 advantage in corner kicks.

“BEING A FORMER goalkeeper,
1 bave always said that defense wias
you state titles,” said Storch.

From Ask-A-Nurse.

24-Hour Health Care Answers

When it comes to our health, most
ot ts could use more information.

doctor re

what to do abour them.

questions, Ask-A-Nurse will make
errals, fill you in on

YT

A-Nurse is o professional health
care infuormation and referral service
stalfed by repistered nurses, el
contidential, free of charge and
available 24 hours a day. In addition
to answering health care

from Nov, 25 to Dec. 2. lsnullllrllmn

0 & roltigacator door gaskel g
dead alr space ~ & natural thermat. B8
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So now you know. When you have
health care questions, Mercy
Hospitals have the answer:
Ask-A-Nurse.

1-800-52-MERCY

Catherine McAuley Health Centee - Ann Arbor » Mercy Hospital - Port Huron
* Mount Carmel Mercy Hospital & Samaritan Health Center - Detroit
* St. Joseph Mercy Hospital i Pontiac

Cr
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Roduces cold dralts, swuaiing and froating
Acrylic glazing — a batter inyulatar than
Qlass
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Cutlom mads 10 fit almost any window or
doorwall

Eapaclally eifoctive with older, loase-titling
windows
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DEAL DVRECT WITH LICENSEQ CREW.

KEN:LAKER:
THE CONTRACTOR

« Helps increase home comion
FOR A FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE
CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-362-8418

Or call your loca! Sears Store
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