* By Janice Brunaon
statf writer

Shella Mandt was a 19-year-old

- Unlverslty of Detroit coed, a self-de-

- scribed child of privilege from

Bloomlleld Hills, when in January of

1985 she was brutally raped in broad
daylight and left on a Detroit street.

Only now, nearly five years tater,
is she able Lo confront the savage at-
tack that lrrevocably changed her
life, emotionally scarring her with

- continuing tervor and straining rela-
tionships with family and frlends.

“I grew up in a’a very affluent
house,” she said. "My father was
very successful. I attended private
schoals. T had anything a kid could
ever want. But it was a glass bubble
and people in the bubble are com.
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Helping others
Crime victim fights for state assistance program

pletely unaware of what's really
going on In the world.

“I never thought it was as grue-
some as it is,” sald Mandt, now 24
and living In Blrmingham.

Part of Mandt's healing process is
fierce di to the Mich

‘The actual victim may be dead, but
there are other survivors,” sald
Mandt, who Is fighting 1o save the
network by hosting a fund-ralsing
event In mid-January. (See accompa-
nylng article)}

The  Michi Crime  Victim's

Victim Assistance Network, a non-
profit organization that provides
tralning seminars for law enforce-
ment officers, members of the judi-
ciary and others who deal with vic.
tims of crime.

Because of a recent change In law,
the program has lost 50 percent of
its state funding, placing It In serious
economlc jeopardy.

“A PROGRAM LIKE (hls needs (o
be around. With every single crime,
there are many people who suffer,

Funding cuts
‘hurt program

By Janica Brunson
« staff writer

During the nearly four years the
-Michigan Victim Assistance Net-
: work has provided service, the or-
* ganizatlon has received U.S. presi-
+dentlal commendations for s cf-
forts in tralning some 3,500 law
. enforcement officers and others In
* dealing with victims of crime.

Founded by the Michigan Sheriffs’
+ Association, the neiwork “deals with
" the plight of victims, understanding
- what the victim or the famlly is ac-

tually golng through,”" said Judy Ni-
- chols, dlrector of the Lansing-based

organizatlon. Tralning Is provided
: {ree of charge upon request.
1 “Anybody can request It,” includ-
«Ing ordinary citlzens, said Nichols,
.whose interest in victims' rights
. stems from the 1983 murder of her
. son in Denver while he was a securi-
+ ty officer in the Air Force,

The network offers flve courses of
training, ranging in length from four
hours to four days each, Tralnlog is
based on criteria established by the

!Natlonal Organization for Victim
" Assistance.

“Flity percent of all crime goes
unreported. If people can count on a
posltlve reactlon from the criminal
Jjustlee system, more victims will
come forward,” Nichols sald.

THE NETWORK is the result of
the Michigan Crime Vietim's Rights
Act, co-authored by Detroit Recor-
ders Court Judge Michae! Talbot and
state Rep. Willlam Van Regenmort-

er, R-Jenison,

Based on the law, a victim must
be informed of his or her rights with-
in 24 hours of a crime. The law also
provides protection for the vietim,
guarantees his or her partlcipation
in al} judicial proceedings and al-
lows for restitution from those who
are convicted of the crime. When it
Implemented the law In October
1985, Michlgan was the first state to
cnact such a comprehensive law, ac-
cording to Van Regenmorter, who
said victim rights are guaranteed as
of January 1988 by the state consti-
tution.

“We take care of the vietlm from
the time of the crime 2all the way
through, including notificatlon In the
cvent of a prison escape,” Van Re-
genmorier sald.

Unti) recently, the Network
received some $25,000 annually in
grants from the Michigan Justlce
Trainlng Commisslon, nearly half of
the organizatlon’s annual operating
budget. However, new criteria has
eliminated thls source of funding and
the Network Is now dependent on
membership dues and other contri-
butions.

"Tralning is an obvlous aspect, if
the language and the spirit of the
law is to be implemented,” Talbot
said,

Van Regenmorter agrees, adding
“if tralning is not presently funded
under the law, it should be. I intend
to Investigate the situatlon and, I
necessary, correct it.”

‘Abuse programs
face drastic cuts

By Mary Rodriquo
stat! writer

Child abuse prevention programs
ocally and across the state face a
‘perilous future unless admlinlstra-
.tors can recoup a whopplng 62 per-
cent drop In federal funding.
© *t's a hell of a mess,” said David
Mills, dlrector of the Chlldren’s
“Trust Fund. “The last two years we
got $498,000, This year we were notl-
-fied two days after the flscal year
‘began {Oct. 1) that we were getting
“only $196,000. This was a huge, unex-
pected cut.”

+ The cut represents cne third of the
$1 mlllion tn grants the fund planned
'to make this year. Established in
41983, the fund is a non-profit agency
+cstablished as a permanent source of
*funding for local child abuse and ne-
iglect programs, The majority of
tfundlng comes from Michigan tax-
spayers who check off a donatlon box
on state income tax returns. This
'year $750,000 was recelved by fn-
‘come tax cheek off and another
+$200,000 by direct donatlons.

- The $306,000 cut by Human Devel-
‘opment, 2 subcommittee of the US.
Department of Health and Human
‘Services which oversees the national
‘program, translates to a 30 percent
<cut In Michigan programs,

{ “We may losc on appeal bul we
won't lose without a fight,” Mills
3ald In an interview from his Lans-
dng office.

H

! WHILE OTHER states were al-
fected, Michigan's budget slash was
4he most severe.
3 “The process the natlonal office
‘uses is that an (ndlvidual staff mem-
der reviews the application agalnst
the legislation. The past two years
(Michigan) was reviewed by the
‘same staffer,

“This year a different staffer re-
viewed the application and disal-
lowed items Lhat were previously ac-

cepted”
. Rl.lu.s was outraged that publie
health purses working with high risk

Was
Inappropriate for federal funding.
"‘l’f-- .l; Judicrous, the issue is hard
to debate,” ho sald.
,Nevcrli:elm Miits (s planning &
trip to Washington, D.C., with repre-
sentatives from trust funds in four

other states which suffered cut-
backs, The contlngent will meet with
Dr. Wade Horn, commissioner for
the office of Human Development.
The fund has a $5 milllon pational
budget.

“It's a judgment call and they
changed the umplre,” Mills sald.

Michigan's fund operates six dif-
ferent programs which fall into two
categorles: local counclls (there are
70 grass roots organizations In the
state) and parent educatlon pro-
grams,

“We believe a concerned
knowledgeable citizenry 1s the best
preventlon agalnst child abuse,”
Mills safd. “IUs built on a simple
concept — that parenting is a skill
that has to be tearned like tearning
todrive a car.”

One program works with women
from scven months stage of preg-
nancy untll their chlld Is a year old,
helplng develop parenting skllls and
understanding chlld development.

The fund also supports latch key
programs for before and after school
care for carly elementary school
aged children. Another program
sends theatrical preduction compa-
nies to schools and community
groups to teach chlldren about sexu-
al abuse.

NEIGHBORHOOD-BASED fambly
resource centers belp stressed out
single parents cope with the de-
mands of parenting and also acts as
& crists center,

The trust fund board has decided
to take no action until Its meeting on
Jan. 17, 1990. It will operate its first
guarter budget a3 planned,

“In addition Lo appealing the decl-
alon, we have gone to corporations
asking for donatlons and we have
gone to the state legislature. We
have man to generate
$106,000.”

It the money is not ralsed In one
capaclty or another, then cuts will

be made, !

“We could give everyone a 30 per-
cent seross the board cat, eliminate
30 percent of the programs or some
combination thereof,” Mills sald.

I ali of tha state’s 4.3 million tax-
payers gave $3'a year for two years,
the trust fund could get along wilh
the interest, and wouldn't:have to
ralse apother dollar, Milla said,

Rights Act, enacied in late 1985, did
not exist at the time of Mandt's rape
and she did not seck support assist-
ance elsewhere, either during the ¢n
suing trial of her two assaslants,
each seatenced to 150 yeurs for rape
and attempted murder, or later.

"Fortunately, everybody I dealt
with In the criminal justice system
was thorough and did theie Job well ™

Stilt, “I didn't want to talk to the
police or anyene clse about it ™

In fact, had the incident necurred
closer to home in the suburbs where
it would likely bave recvived wider
press coverage, Mandt said she
would not have reported it.

Talking about it, sceing press re-
ports of it, made the incident more
alive. Silence helped block horrify-

PURE WOOL

ing memorles,
Nor did she at first inform her
parents, sister or two brathers. They
tearned of the attack two weeks lat-
er. It was discussed briefly and nev-
er agaln mentioned, To (his day, few
friends are aware it ever happened.
“People tell me I'm lucky, I'm
alive and wel), But part of me was
killed and for a long time I wished I
hagd been blewn to pleces. T didn't
wint to pick up and continue.’

“1 NEEDED HELP" then, but [
didn't realize it

1t was not until a friend noticed
her extreme distress at the mention
of crime that Mandt was {inally able
to confront the lerror of her experie
enee.

“We were watching the {TV) news
when I thought, my God, crime Is
guing on everywhere. 1 became en-

raged.
When the friend, a male, asked if

she had ever been raped, Mandt at
first denied the truth. Then, “senslng
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be would not judge me,” she told him
what had happened, For the first
time in more than three years, “I
was able to say the word rape.”

Tragedy struck Mandt again, 2
year ago when her father, Edward,
53, died suddenly at home. Mandt
discovered the body.

Her father, a successiul business-
man who was active in the Boys and
Girls Clubs of Michigan, had instilled
in Mandt a strong sense of social jus-
tice, Mandt sald.

“l grew up wanting to save the
world.”

Her fierce devotion to the Net-
work for victims of crime is Mandt's
atiempt 1o “do my best at some-
thing. When T dle, they can say she
gave 110 percent to this.”

Mandt’s rape has shown her that
dealing with resulting feelings of
guill, shame and fear is difficult un-
der the best of circumstances. Deal-
Ing with it alone Is “hell. People may
not want to face such things, but
they can't be swept under the rug.”
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Sheila Mandt
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OLLECTION

We've completely remodeled and expanded our Oakland Men's Department
with you in mind. It has over 65,000 sq. ft. of clothing for the well
dressed man, highlighted by vur Exccutive Collection. You'll find .
hundreds of svits, sportcoats and slacks from such designers as Hugo
Bass, Perry Ellis. Geoffrey Beene, Jones New York, Hickey-Freeman,
Norman Hilton, Bill Blass, Polo University, Cricketeer, Evan Picone, Hart
Schaffner & Marx, and Mani by Giorgio Armani, And all of our designs
are of 100% wool, the fabric that naturally keeps its comfort and fine
looks year afier year. So be sure and stop by our new Oakland Men's
Department. You'll find it's tuilored just for you.

HUDSON'’S

HUDSON'S OPEN MON,-$AT.

10-9; OPEN SUNDAY 12-4.




