Covelli’s style and talent dazzle audience

By Mary Jane Doerr
spocial writar

Blrminghzm Bloom!leld Sympho-
ny Orchestra’s flrst Pops concert
last Thursday evening at Temple
Beth El's Handleman Hall will be
hard to tap. Guest conductor-pianlst
John Covelli was sensational.

Not only does this conductor etec-
trify his orchestra with rhythm, he
has a nightclub patter of jokes, a
soothlng liquid plano style that could
sell anything in a TV commerclal
and a jazzy interpretation of George
Gershwin's “Rhapsody In Bluc” that
the airlines should hear,

Covelli, who oflen conducts the
Beston Pops Orchestra, belleves that
the impetus for a concert comes
solely from the podium. He also has
a flrm commitment to the pops llter-
ature as the means of keeplng our
symphonics In the black both on
stage and off.

Covellt doesn't go as far as the
Denver Symphony, which recently
changed over to total pops and hard
rock, He doesn't need to. His style,
polish and casygoing manner, cou-
pled with his rhythm, makes classl-
cal muslc popular. Last week, he
programmed essentially classical
music and made it a pops concert.
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HE OPENED with literally a
leaping start with Shostakaviteh's
“Galop,” and moved rlght into Of-
fenbach’s “Orpheus In the Hades.”

Assistant concertmaster Mary
Stolberg stepped In for the evening
to replace the absent concertmaster
Linda Snedden-Smith and performed
Orpheus’ seducing violln salo. It was
hard not to want to try the can-can,

Romantlc Is the term for Covelli's
next interlude of classical music
used for movies.

He performed Beethoven's “Fur
Elise" (“Roscmary's Baby"), moved
Into Mozart's 2ist Piano Concerto
("Elvira Madigan™) and closed with
the musle from the end of the movie
“Turning Polnt,” Chopin's Etude No.
1, Op. 25, nlcknamed by Robert
Schumann the “Harp Etude.”

Movlng gracefully back and forth
between he plano and podium, Co-
velll conducted the orchestra for the
Mozart accompaniment.

THE POPS concert was divided
Into three sectlons separated by In-
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termissions. At round tables, scc-
tioned off by BBSQ board member
Beth Hoxle's original drawings of
the enjoyed

from "“Rodeo” and Wilk-
erson's arrangement of four Broad-
way melodles.

‘The “Broadway Medley” and Tu-
rok's “A Sousa Overture” were Lhe
only two sclectlons that were not
crossovers from the claasical reper-
tolre. With so much of the classical
musle used In TV commercials and
In films, the line between the two
types of musle ls thinner and
thinner,

light snacks.

For the middle interlude, Covelll
had the orchestra perform Smeta-
na’s “Dance of the Comedlans,” Cop-
land’s “Saturday Night Waltz" and

psody in Blue"
was not only the climax of the eve-
ning, but the highlight. Covelli virtu-
ally cilminated the orchestral parts
Lo shorten the 35-minute work and

French cellist does

By Avigdor Zeromp
spoclal wrltor

English and French tempera-
ments have often clashed, as history
has repeatedly demonstrated. These
artistle and cultural manifestations
of this are sthi with us. It Is rare
when the art and the artist are of a
sufflclently high ealiber to transcend
these chauvinistic tendescies. Waen
this happens - the result can be
pure delight.

This was the case in the recent De-
troit Symphony Orchestra program,
when French celllst Paul Torteler
performed the Concerto for Cello
and Orchestra by the English com-
poser, Edward Elgar, with Gunther
Herbig conducting.

Not everybody has a high regard
for Elgar's musle. Certalnly, much
of it sounds rather medtocre to me.
His cello concerto, however, is one of
his few works that elevates his art to
a top level, at least in the cello rep-
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wove Lhe piano solos together with
orchestra accompaniments,

Lively ian't adequate to describe
this man's momentum, Next time it
would be nice to shorten the rest of
the concert and hear the Gershwin in
its entirety.

It Is the mark of a conductor to
make his orchestra perform at its

best and program musle for lhe e?
Joyment of everyone.

Rarely s it that a conductor an
come Into town azd In three dayd of
rehearsals have such an effect on dn
orchestra and an audience, Most
times the effect is merely profes-
slonal, not exhilarating. ¢

Covelli was exhllarating.

Covelli, who often conducts the
Boston Pops Orchestra, believes that

the impetus for a concert comes solely

from the podium.
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ertolre, Jts flexible and vague form,
which doesn't conform (o the sonata

Is
But when performed by a gifted art-
ist, its musical content and slgnifi-
cance become an entity that can'’t be
Ignored,
Tortelier turned thls menu of ab-
xtrlc;elrd’w into a gourmet treat. If

musie, rather than clash with it. In
my oplnlon Elgar would have en-
dorsed this performance wholcheart-

edly.
Bruckner's Symphony No. ¢ was
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the second and much longer item oo
the program. Not many Bruckaer
fans showed up for the Thursday
performance, judging by the many
seats thal were empty after Inter-
mindon. Bruckner's 9th Symphony,
which Is unfinished, is stlll substan-
tally longer than many coaventional
symphaonies.

As 1 have stated on several occa-
sions, Bruckner isa't among my fa-
vorite composers. [ often find hls
music overly brooding, aimless and
redundant. However, this perform-
ance scemed to be a labor of love for
Maestro Herblg. He was not only in
control of the complex, technical as-

Every year hundneds of thousands of
kids are thrown awary. Put out onto the
streets. With no job, no money and
nowhere 1o go. But now there is a
number for kids to calt. The Covenant
House Nineline helps kids with food,
clothing, a place to sleep and, most of

peets of this glgantlc work — fre-
quently featuring several simultape-
ous themes — but he demonstrated
an unusual emotlonal commitment
to it. Consequently, what [requently
sounds llke almless shuffling turned
out to be a careful preparation for
the emotionally charged peaks.

In Its intensity and sense of pur-
pose, this muslc occasionally be-
came reminiscent of Brahms ln
shape, if not style. .

However, 1 still find Brahms' my.
slc substantially superior. Most who
are not dlsposed toward Bruckper’s
music won't become converts, bat
Herbig's efforts presented this work
in Its best light.

To some, it may still sound uxc
monumental monstrosity. But, as in
the story of Beauty and the Beast,
even a monstrous beast may become
handsome If given enough Iove. .

Under }Ierhlz: loving mtmcnt.

lmprtulve!y handsome. I am ot yet
ready to marry it, however.

all, someone 1o talk to. To get help in|
your hometown, call our Nineline]
1-800-999-999Q [t§ free-
Nineline
1-800-999-9999

Anytime.
Anywhere,
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18, it's
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