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Hawks slide into Class

Harrison
ices EGR,
Dome visit

By Dan O'Moara
stalf writer

Farmington Hills Harrison played
its Class B semifinal football game
on a shect of ice, so it was no
surprlse a hockey score resulted.

The Hawks, their potent offense
stymicd by a slick and slippery arti-
ficial surface in Flint Atwood Stadi-
um, got a 30-yard field from senlor
Steve Hill to cdge Bast Grand Rap-

32

The teams arrived for the cruclal
playolf game Friday night to find
the ficld covered with ice, which
turned the site Into something
resembling a skating rink Instead of
a gridiron and made tractlon near
Impossible.

“I'm glad we won and get to go to
the Dome," Harrison coach John
Herrington sald, “but we'll never
know how good East Grand Raplds
is or how they might have donc
against us — and vice versa."

Conditions were so bad referce
Joe Kavullch halted play between
the first and second guarters and
asked for an oplolon from Mlchigan
High School Athletlc Association of-
ficials on whether or not to continue
the game.

That resulied in a 20-minute de-
lay, and (he teams were sent to thelr
locker rooms while state, game and
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The slippery tur! made passing difficull Friday night
on the ice-covered artificial surface at Flint Atwood
Stadium. The ball eludes the reach of Harrison's

school officlals debated the Issue.
Jack Roberts, executive director of
the MHSAA, decided the game would
conlinue since a better aliernative
slte was not avallable.

Neither Herrington nor East
coach George Barcheskl wanted (o

play the game under such circum-
stances Friday.

“They won and let's leave it at
that,” Barcheski said. “We missed
out on sceing a great quarterback
{Mill Coleman of Harrison) and one
helluva fullback (Brtan Davis) on our

Harrison defenders Gary Devine (42) and Mait
Sperry get to East quarterback Sam Middletan
for a sack in the Class B semifinal game. Mid-

RANOY BORST/8talt photographer
dleton passcd for 94 yards, but the Pioneers
never crossed the Harrison goal.

By C.J. Risak
stalf writer

Isn't it amazlng? A coach can send a half-dozen
scouts to check out an oppencat, spend days formulat-
ing a plan of attack, then pound ard preach that plan to
hls players at endless practice sesslons — and what'll
kappen? Semcthing totaily unplanned.

Which, basjcally, is what happened at Friday's Class
A glrls basketball district final at Novl High School.
Farmington Hills Mercy, no stranger to state tourna-
ment success, subdued a stubborn Walled Lake Western
50-40 to advance to the regional at Berklcy High
School.

The Marlins will battle Detrolt Cass Tech In thelr
regional semifinal at 6 p.m, Monday. The winner of
(hat game advances to Wednesday's 7:30 p.m. final.

No one can fault Mercy coach Larry Baker for prep-
aratlon. Moments after winnlng the district champlon-
ship, he knew of Cass Tech's victory in the Highland
Park district. “We had three guys scoutlng It,” Baker
sald,

WHICH IS why Mercy knew cxactly what was ncces-
sary to beat Weatern: Contral junlor guard Holly Mil-
Jer. “She triggers thelr offense,” Baker sald. “We want-
od as much pressure on her as possible. Thelr offense
comes through her. We were very concerned about her
penetration”

* Now, here's where It gels tricky. After all, there's a
pretty good coach on the other bench, too, Bl St. John
guided Western to a 15-7 record, and last year it was
his Warrlors that put Mercy out of the state tourna-
ment.

“We knew that,” he sald when questloned about Mer-
cy's defensive plan for Miller. “I told Holly before the
game ahe's not going lo get 12 or 18 polnts but she
would have 10 assists.”

Miller did get 10 polnta, but largely was not a factor
thanks to Lhe defense of Jenny Clinton. Clinton played
well ot both ends of the floor, scoring nine points and
dlshing out 10 assists.

Stl1), the difference came from other sources: Mer-
cy's beneh and Western's shooting.

Mercy collects district title

“IF YOU had told me we'd finlsh this game running
our stack olfense, which we haven’t run ln two months,
1 wouldn't have believed you,” said Baker. The Marllns
didn’t have much cheice, hawever; entering the final
quarter, four key players had three personal fouls cach.

“Inadvertantly, it tested our bench” the Merey
coach said. “And our bench came through.”

Of course, It certalnly helped to have Clinton running
the show and Joanne Stephens shooting holes In West-
ern's defensive plans. The senlor forward flnished with
a game-high 19 points, “The key thing was execution,”
sald Baker. “Jenny and Joanne, our senlors, were de-
cldlng factors."

True cnough. Because §f one factor wrecked West-
ern’s hopes, it was a lack of exccutlon, St. John had his
team well-prepared, too. Indeed, entering the final
quarter he bad to be pleased.,

“We did just about everything we wanted,” the War-
riors’ coach sald. “We executed the offense, we handled
their pressure, we had them In foul trouble. We fust
dldo’t hit our layups,”

WESTERN WAS able to penetrate Mercy's defense,
and the Warrlors did an admlrable job on the offensive
boards. But they couldn’t convert. What was warse,
they fafled to take advantage of the {rec throw oppor-
tunities awarded them when they were fouled on
missed layupa.

Western hit just four of elght from the tine in the
third quarter, and tralled by four — 33-290 — entetlng
the fourth. For (he game, the Warrlors were 14 of 23
from the line (60.8 percent); Mercy made 10 of 14 (71.4
percent).

All of which spelled trouble for Western, The Marlins
1cd 12-8 afler one quarter and upped it to 25-19 at the
hal, but the fouls were mounting. Most factors favored
the Warrlors at the intermission, but they couldn't take
advantage.

“We played hard,” sald St. John, “The defense played
real hard. But that was the fourth game we played this
week, and it took its toll."”

Laura Call also had 10 polnts for Western, which fin-
Ished 15-8. Shawna Schlimgen added eight. Maurcen
Paulin also had elght for Mercy, which Ls now 14-8.

Greg Piscopink on this play atter he got behind East
delender Matt Allard, The Hawks won the game 3-2
on Steve Hill's 32-yard ficld goal, Harrison will make

team.”

‘The Hawks, who are 12-0 and have
won 25 consecutive games, will
make their third stralght appear-
ance in the Pontiac Silverdome for
the Class B champlonship game at 8
p.m. Saturday. Defending champ
Harrison can win back-to-back titles
for the second time in this decade,
having won Class B honors in 1981
and Class A the next year.

“We had a goal to get to the
Dome,” Harrison senlor Joe George
sald, “and we'd like to win it for
Steve.”

The victory that sent the Hawks to
the Dome for the flfth time in nine
years might have been a costly one,
however. Hll, who also plays swing-
back and Inside Jincbacker, suffered
what was believed to be a broken leg
after booting the winning field goat
and belng hit by East linebacker
Jamic Billo.

“Fortunately, Steve put It through
the uprights,” Herringlon sald, “and
unfortunately it was his last high
school kick.

“That could have happened in any
game. I can’t say the (ield caused the
injury: I can’t go that far.”

On the slick surface, Harrison was
forced to alter its approach and play
a more conservatlve game than it
normally docs.,

The Hawks passed only from the
shotgun formation and ran out of the
power-I most of the night, ramming
the ball at East as George and Hill
blocked for tailback Matt Conley,
who carried 21 times for 73 yards.
He also had a 7-yard scorlng run nul-
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Jonniter Kiel was named to
the All-Obsarver icam for the
sccond year in a row.
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Silverdome.

1lfled by a holding penalty late In the
first half,

“{Canley) was slipping before he
could get to the line," Coleman sald,
“but our line was dolng a good joh
for the conditlons, blowing them
away and opening holes.”

"1t's a horvifying feeling to know
you might as well throw out the of-
fense you worked on all year,” Herr-
ington said, "“We ran no sprintout, no
bootleg, none of the things Mlll does
best."

Coleman attempted only 10 pass-
cs, completing two for 24 yards and
having one intercepted. Irenlcally,
Sam Middleton, quarterback for the
run-oriented Ploneers, was more
successful passing. He was 6-0f-20
for 94 yards, most of it golng (o tight
end Joe Treacy In the second half,

Middleton, however, had three in-
tercepted — two by Scott Ratsos and
one by George, who had daylight in
front of hirn but was tackled by Mld-
dleton.

Ratsos made potential TD-saving
stops with his pickoffs. After the
first-half interruption, East con-
trolled the ball for most of the sec-
ond quarter and, with the help of a
favorable spot and an offsides the of-
ficials didn't cal), drove for a first
down at the Hawk 7-yard line with
1:36 remalning.

On fourth down at the 5 and with
26 seconds left, the Ploncers opted
for a possible TD Instead of a ficld
goal, and Ratsos Intercepted Middle-
ton in the end zone.

After George's pass theft, Conley
took the Hawks 29 yards (o the East
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its third siraight appearance and its fitth in nine
years in the state finals Saturday in the Pontinc

13 where Hill put Harrison on top at
11:56 in the fina) quarter. But the
Hawks weren't out of danger yet.

Ratsos Intercepted agaln at the
Harrison 5, but the Hawks couldn’t
mave the ball. Punting from hls end
zone, Coleman chose to give up a
safety and make the score 3-2 in-
stead of allowing East to have good
field position.

Bul the Pioncers (18-2) kept up the
pressure. With a heavy snow falling
in the sccond half and the field com-
pletely covered by this time, East
drove ta the Hawk 20 and gave Jon
Hatficld a shot at a 37-yard field
goal with 3:01 to play. He booted the
bail into the back of his linemen, and
the Harrison crowd breathed a sigh
of relief,

The Hawks, however, couldn't get
the first down nceded to run out the
clock, and the Pioncers got one last
shot with 1:35 remalning. After two
failed passes and a l-yard run by
£ast, tackle Mondel Hightower
sacked Middlcton on the final play.

“They were coming down the field
in the Jast quarter, and they had mo-
mentum,” Harrison defensive coor~
dinator Bob Sutter said. "We took a
timeout and 1 said ‘Look, we lost a
Xid, and we have to rise te the occa-
sion. We've played great defense all
year, let’s get the job done.” And they
got It done,”

The 185-pound Davis carried 28
tlmes and also had 73 yards. Hall-
backs Zac Zerfas and Dave Hacker
combined for another 37 as the
Pionecers outrushed Harrison B5-77
and outgained the Hawks 179-101.

Veteran runners
pace area squad

By Dan O'Meara
stalf writer

WO VETERAN RUNNERS
headline the 1989 All-Area
Glrls Cross Country Team,
but youth s the hallmark
of this year's 10-person squad.

Jennifer Kiel of Farmlington_and
Lisa Rlves of North Farmington
drew most of the attention at the blg
meets this season, contlnuing a trend
they began a year ago.

Each concluded her high school
carcer wWith an outstanding state-
meet performance but will cencede
thelr prominent positions to a new
set of vp-and-coming runners next

ar.

Klel, Rlves and Llvonia Steven-
son's Tracy Clark are Lhe only sen-
fors on the team. The rest of the
squad conaists of two junlors, three
sophomeores and two freshmen,

Runners who distingulshed them-
selyes this year and wlil) be the lead-
ing oncs to watch next fall are Tra-
cey James and Liza Mockeridge
(Redford Unlon), Jennifer Derwinski
(Farmington), Amy Smith (Plymouth
Canton), Jennlfer Ray and Wendy
Proos (Walled Lake Western) and
Erlca Shepard (Redford Bishop Bor-

gess).

James, ltke Rives and Kiel, is a
repeater on the first team. Clark and
Derwlnski were second-team pleks
last year.

ALL-AREA TEAM
Jennltor Klol, senfor, Farmington: Kiel

3 e

all-area girls.
cross country

was third {19.03} In the Class A am
1co and was Ihe test-place runne, . ol
cight dual meets lor the unbeaten Fal-
cans,

She also was tho WLAA, regionat and
Oakland County champlon with 13:28,
19:34 and 19:23 times, respeciively. Kiel
won the Aedford Unicn and Schookralt
Inwitatlonats, 100. .

*Jennifer takes running vory settously,”
coach John Barrett said. “Sho Is a dadt
cated and dotormined alhlote.

"Jonnlfer's tenacly ond desio 1o
achieve aro admirable. As one of tho
1eam captains, sha i1 an olfoctive leader
as well as a good toammate, She will be a
grent asset 1o ANy collego toam.

Lisa Rivos, sanlor, N, Farmington:
Rves won tho state individual race with a
carceebost and -record time of
18:45.34, tho tecond lastest among all
Clasa A runnors.

Rives won the West Bloomfield and
Walled Lako Wostern lavitationals with
20:07 and 20:10 imes, respeciively. She
was socond In tha Schoolcral, Rediord
Union (19:22), county (19:29), contor
onco (19:46} and reglonal (19:35)
megls.

“Lisa has committed hersalf to boing
the best she can be,"” coach Bill Pinnel
sald. ""She hax trained hard and, wih 1he
oxcollent 50as0n sha had, was able to see

the fruits of hor hard work and dedication, -
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