| Underage drinking is
target of Hills drive

Continued from Pago 1

IN 1986, the police began periodic
stings, dubbed Operation Liquor
Strike, not only to enforce liquor
taws, but also to educate licensces
and employees about the laws, in-
cluding ID verification, and handling
of problem patrons. Restaurants
were checked twice and package i
quor stores four times.

In the last sting on June 2, involv-
ing package llquor cutlets, 11 of 33
stores were cited to the Llquor Con-
s, 31 Commissjon {LCC} and 11 em-
ployces received misdemeanor tick-
cts under clty ordinance, for selting
alcohol to minors. District court
penalties ranged from cases taken
under advisement 10 a $500 fine.

Scver, who rode with the patice
June 2, was pleased to report all four
7-Eleven convenience stores did not
sell to the decoy.

Dwyer promised another sting be-
fare Christmas,

MR. SPORTS participated in the
first “reverse sting” on Nov. 11
Plainclothes officers waiting in the
parking lot were alerted when an
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employee thaught a patron’s ldentif)-
cation presented at the door was
false, fraudulent or altered. Eight
minors recelved misdemeanor tick-
cts for liquor law violations. Another
four were tickeled for mlisrepresen.
tatlve ID,

“What we're hoplng that did was
10 send a message out, not only are
we taking these iDs, but we have the
police in there writing tickets,” sald
Kim McNamara, Mr. Sports general
manager. “That word Is going to
spread among their peers and, hope-
{ully, they will just stay clear of our

At times, though rarely, an ID is
confiscated In error. More than 600
misrepresentative 1Ds have been
confiscated this year at Mr. Sports
and only three or four were taken in
error, Sinclli said. If theee's a ques-
tion, he calls the police.

SOME LICENSEES appeared re-
Iuctant to join with the police be-
cause of past stings, which they
found hindered their business,

T.J. Studnicki, owner of Farming-
ton Party Store, 10 Mile and Middle-
belt, was fincd $750 because of a

ines pushed for underage drinkers

tor of the Associated Food Dealers
of Mi in

Farmlington Hills Mayer Terry
Sever Is working full force with state
representatives to revise state legis-
latfon and increase penalties for mi-
nors found In possession of alcchol,

At a meeting with Sever and po-
Yce Chief Willlam Dwyer Nov, 15,
city liquor licensees agreed that un-
til the fine for minors Is raised from
the current $25, underage drinking
will remain a problem.

Under Senate Bill 619, flrst-lime
offenders are fincd $25, second of-
fenders $50 and third offenders $100,
said Joscph Sarafa, executive dirce-

“I want to see the fines across the
board Increase and 1 want to see that
the minors have to pay a fair price,
100,” Sever said. “In some communi-
ties, maybe $50 (s legitimate, but in
Farmington 11i1ls, the minimum fine
for a minor in possession should be
$200."

LEADING THE revision to
{oughen state Jaw, state Sen. James
Barcia, D-Bay City, has introduced
Senate Bill 629. The bill raises the
minimum fine for minors to $100
and the maximum to $500.

In addition to being fined, the mi-

sting, he said. An employee said the
decoy cadet looked like a regular
customer and mistakenly sold alco-
hol to him.

Dwyer assured llcensees that if
there’s any question about the stings,
they should call him directly.

“The police depariment is not the
enemy,” Dwyer said. “We have a re-
sponsiblllty to enforce the law. We
want to work with you. We want to
provide tralning. We want to provide
education to your employees.”

TIIE POLICE have organized a
training program for licensces. Offi-
cee Tim Cannor will direct it, with
the first session on Feb, 1. Quarterly
sessions will follow,

“We will form an informal com.
mitiee to assess the needs of licen-
sees,” Connor said. “Once the com-
mittee is formed, we will be able 10
set up a program to address those
needs.”

McNamara and Don Bosco, of
Bosco's Cafe & Grill, Orchard Lake
Road and 12 Mile, were named licen-
see representatives to work with the
police.

nor would undergo substance abuse
sereening and perform community
services 10 be determined by the
court.

A minor found using fraudulent
identification or a person who furn-
Ishes fraudulent identification to a
minor is guilty of a misdemeanor,
the bill said.

The person is subject to be fincd.
The driver's license of first-time of-
fenders would be suspended for 90
days; of secand olfenders, for six
months; and of third offenders, for
one year.

SB 629 has been passed by the Sen-
ate committee and will now be taken
to the Senate floor. It hasn't yet gone

Operation/Cooperation partners

Farmington Hills Operation/Coop-
eration partners:
© LICENSEES

@ Increase minimum fines for a
licensee, employee or patron found
violating liguor laws.

e

liquor  ticense

@ Ad ly train empls 3
® Reinforce the need to check
L lon. Elevate

p
consclousness, “Il in doubt, check it
out!"

® Work with the police, report all
violations.

® Post warnings at checkouts,
“Identification necessary for the
purchase of alcoholle beverages.”

@ Have cashiers wear badges
check ILD."

@ Prominently display liquor li-
cense.

@ CITY COUNCIL
o Promote responsible behavior
among residents and licensees.

nr

suspensions.

* Withdraw liquor licenses from
chronic viclators. .

® Encourage residents to support
eslablishments that operate within
the Jaw.
st cooperative licensees in
the city newsletter.

© POLICE DEPARTMENT

® Continue periodic “Operation:
Liquor Strike” stings, do as often as
practical.

® Target violaters twice in six
months, non-violatars once per year,

@ Develop open communication
between enforcement divisions and

licensees.

e Participate in training pro.
grams with licensees and iheir em-
ployces to foster awareness of liquor
laws and to spotlight methods for
dealing with offenders.

® Be responsive to  licensces'
calls for reports of false Identifica-
tion and other violatiens or at.
1empts, whenever possible.

© FARMINGTON SCHOOLS

# Drive home concerns about al-
cohol and other substance abuse
through education about the dangers
and effects involved.

® Make students fully awarc of
curreat laws and penalties.

® Report known violators among
ticensed establishments.

Strip mall hearing tonight
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business away from old malls . .

we're just moving

things around. There's obviously no need.”

Monday. Rovember 20, 1885 U&E

drink while tending bar,

to the House, Sarafa said

ALTHOUGH TIHE fine would be
against the minor, parcats would
most likely pay the price, Dwyer
said. An Increase in fines will there-
fore promote parcntal awarcness
and make parents mote respensible,
he said.

“Right now, we're up against state
law.” Sever said. “As soon as state
law is amended, we will be In the
position to write a local erdinance to
offset that."

Some licensees said they pay the
price for underage customers usink
Iraudulent Identification.

SINCE THE Farmington Hills Po-
lice Department’s first police sting
(see related story), 201 licensees
have been checked and 197 total vio-
tations have been issued:

@ 97 license violations for sale of
alcohal to minors were forwarded to

RAHNDY BORSY/3101 photographer "‘
Kim McNamara, general manager at Mr. Sports One of A Kind on Orchard Lake Road, mixes a

‘I want to see the fines across the
board increase and | want to see that

the minors have to pay a fair price,

too.’

— Mayor Terry Sever.

“the LCC.

® three license violations for al-
lowing people younger than 18 10 sell
alcohn] were forwarded to the LCC.

# 97 cmployces reccived mis-
demeanor tickets under city ordi-
nance for furnishing alcohol to mi-
nors.

The LCC has issued B2 penalties to
licensces, ranging from a $100 fine
to a 10-day suspension with the aver-
age fine $350, Dwyer wrote in a No-
vember report to Sever.

Judges at the 47th District Court~
in Farmington have handed down 77
penalties on ordinance violations ls-
sued to employees for selllng alcohol
to minors, Fines ranged from dis.
missal to $500, with an average $66.

The city’s strong stand on the sale.
of alcoha! to minors has spurred
stilfer fines from the LCC and the-
court, Dwyer said.

“We still feel that we must contin-
ue our efforts to attain maximum-
penalties for violators,™ he said.

Arca residents will have a chance tonight to voice
their cencerns regarding a proposed Commerce Town-
ship rezoning that would allow construction of a strip
shopping center on Haggerty Road near 14 Mile.

The Commerce Township Planning Commission will
hold a public hearing at 7:30 p.m. on proposed revisions
to the township's master plan for development, Among
areas up for rezoning is the slte where the Haggerty
Development Co. Is proposing to build a 300,000-square-
foot shopplng center that has drawn opposition from
residents of West Bloomficld, Farmington and Com-
meree.

Opponents say another shopping center In the arca is
unneccessary and will eonfliet with the goals of neigh-
boring communities to promate the development of res-
|dential housing in the arca,

The Haggerty Development Co. has requested the
property be rezoned from offlce to commercial use to
allow constructlon of the shopping center, according to
Richard Crawford, Commerce Townshlp planning direc-
tor.

Crawlord sald the proposed development is a “small
to medium” strip mall that wlll probably be anchored
with a grocery store. “Your baslc strip-type shopping
area," he said.

A publlc hearing on the development was held in
spring, but actlon on the project was tabled pending
revision of the master plan, Crawford sald.

Loma McEwen, co-president of Concerned Citizens
for West Bloomfleld, sald her erganlzatien will oppose
the project.

“We have enough malls fn the arca and that extends
beyond our borders,” she said. “New malls tend to draw

McEwen sald the site of the proposed shopping center
is home to important wetlands, including one of the
most important bogs in southeastern Michlgan. She sald
that although the devetopment won't go Into the bog, it
will cause “tremendous environmental damage.”

West Bloomfic!d recently rezoned much of the prop-
erty on the east side of Haggerty to residential and
other less tntensive zonings.

McEwen said she belleves the present push to build
the shopping center, which apparently has been planned
for years, Is a result of progress toward construction of
a link between Pontiac Trall and I-696 that flas come to
be known as the Haggerty Connecior — a link that is
actually likely to be built a half mile west of Haggerty
in Commerce Township. Concerned Citizens opposed the
Haggerty Conneetor, tn part, on the grounds that it
would bring unwanted growth to the area.

“This is almost proving our polnt,” she said.

James Galbraith, a princtpal of the Haggerty Devel-
opment Co., could not be reached for comment,

Dan Lublin, a Commerce Townshlp resldent and
owner of Ryan's Tavern near the proposed shopping
center, said he fears that (f the slte Is rezoned, 1t will
open the entire area to commerelal development.

“They're talking about 300,600-plus square footage,”
he sald. *“That's only 4 start.”

The Farmington Hills planning commission s on
record as opposing the rezoning that would allow the
shopplng center.

Farmington Hills City Manager Willtam Costlck sald
he is concerned that the development wlll build traffic
congestion on Haggerty.

“It's overloaded now,” he satd. “I'm agalnst intense
commercial development there. I'm agalnst it until [
see plans to relleve the traffic.”

Traditiona) toys from West
Germany. Built with the care
and quality of old world
craftsmen. Lissi Batz newborn
baby doll. Vinyl/cloth, $485.
Roll-A-Ball house in bright
primary colors, $30,

Bolz top spins while the train
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Pretrial hearing set in drowning case

Continued trom Pago 1

sldes agree to accept the findings in
the forenalc report, they could pro-
ceed Dec. 14 with a compelency
hearing on whether Bonelll should be
tried.

“I don’t know what Is going to be
In the report,” Miller sald, However,
he added ho would be surprised It the
report finds Bonelli incompetent for
trial, .

“He knows what's golng on,”* Ml
ler sald of Bonelll,

HOWEVER, Wittenberg has sald
he might seek an independent evalu.
atlon of Bonelll’s psychlatric condi-
tlon Hf the state report says Bonelli Ls
competent for trinl, That could ;ccf

held criminally responsible In the
case. “That will probably be a big
Lssue in the trial,” Miller sald last

week,
Bonelll, a 17-year-old student at
the Farmi

the stage for &
tween attorneys, because Miller has
sald that prosecutors want to move
forward on the case for the sake of
Fracchia's family.

Attorneys also are expected to
clash on whether Bonclll should be

Trainlng Center for
emotionalty impaired students at the
time of his arrest, is being held with-
out bail.

Altorneys have Indlcated that the
case Is not expected to go to trial
before early next year, though no
specific dates have been mentioned.

runs on the inside track, $18.

Jacobsons °

CLOSED ON THANKSGIVING DAY. OPEN FRIDAY UNTIL 9 PM,
Beginaing Monday, November 27, shap evenings until 8 pum.. Saturdays vntil 6 pm,




