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dollara, depending on the stunt, And if the

Gelting hit by a cor can be dangerous, but stuntman
Kevin Briand knows how to take such a hit.

‘It°s just

By Pat Schutte
spectal weiter

Tell someone to “go jump off a bridge.” Yow'll probably hear,
“Yeah, same to you, pal” In return.

Now, if Ed Lamb tells somcone to Jump off o bridge he's
most llkely to hear “Sure, Ed, how much?”

“How much?” What kind of answer Is that? "No way" or
“Yeah, right, E4" scem to be more appropriate answers.

But for Lamb, “how much” Is the answer he always hears,
Lamb is co-founder of Sllver Screeh Stunts, the only productlon
company In the metropolitan area that offers the service of
professional stuntmen. Lamb is producer/director of Sikver
Sereen Stunts,

The other half of Silver Screen Stunts Is Eric Bryson, a for-
mer martial arts instructor and award-winnlng black belt fight-
er. Bryson, who founded the Actlon Stunt Academy in Windsor,
a school for potentlal stuntmen, is the “actlon™ that goes with
Lamb's “lighis. . . camera.

Sliver Screen Stunts came about when Lamb notleed a pic-
ture in o local newspaper of a guy settlng another guy on fire,
The Detrolt akyline was the backdrop. The two guys In the pho-
tograph were Bryson and his stunt partner Kevin Briand, both
Windsor resldents,

Lamb cenvinced Bryson to take him on as a student/dIrector
and Silver Screen Stunts was born,

LAMB, WIHO HAS been working professionally behind the
camera in the Detroit area for some 20 years, believes the key
to Sliver Screen Stunis at present s to ralse the awarcness of

c imp of stunts t advertlsing.

"“Our gonl 13 lo show that stunts can add action and hold the
attentlon’of peaple viewing marketing and tratning films . . .
industrial type fllms," sald Lamb, who setved in the U.S. Army
infantry airborne and has an extenslve background in theater.
"I s_!mn: what I've learnied about stunts with potentiat custom-
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One of. Silver Screen's recent customers was the League of
Women Voters and a picee on quality drinking water. Lamb
directed the of
that can occur with the help of bis stuntmen,

» The application of stunts to industrial-type films s unlimlted,
Lamb aald, e .

“Like in a safety fllm, a guy Involved In a graphle accldent
involves tha audience to o polnt where they're' asking them-
selves ‘How would, I {eel In this situation?' ™ he sajd “Stunts
grasp people’s attention and get (t 2m to participate.”
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ANOTHER FIRM, Roxy Teleproductions Inc. In Dearborn, s
using Sllver.Screen to llven up a Conrail tralning program,

Roxane Firmin of Roxy Teleproductions sald Sllver Screen is
“going to incorporate atunts with fantasy to show the conse-
quences of improper procedure.” The stunts laclude some spec-
tacular falls and a dummy (dressed like an actor) getting hls
foot smashed between two tralns.

“People say 'Yeah, another trainlng tape,” Firmin safd.
“For a little extra money, you can maximlze your elfort and
the Interest of the viewer by using some sort of stunt. This adds
an element of suspense to an otherwise boring film.”

or can mak: pretty good money
these days, The average dally pay for a stuntman {s around
$500. Fees go from a minlmum of $100 to tens of thousands of

Eric Bryson winces with “pain" after
being hit in the head with a bottle,

‘And if they say “V'm
crazy enough to be a
stuntman,” | say
“Bye. 1

— Eric Bryson

swung by Mark Lefebvre, one of Silver
Screen Stunts “dirty dozen.”

One of the most dangerous stunts for a stunt man is belng on fire, but Eric Bryson makes it look easy.

drink Coke,” before he gets nalled by a car, “he gets a pay
bump,” Lamb sald with a laugh.

In splte of the jokes, becoming a stuntman ls sericus business,
according to Lamb and Bryson.

“When 1 put ads In some local nowspapers, I got more than
1,000 phonc calls, interviewed 500 plus people who wanted to
get Into the school and accepled only 40 peopte,” sald Bryson.
“Through a half hour Interview, I find out about everything
from their atbletie background to medical problems. And if
they say T'm crazy cnough to be a stuntman,’ I say ‘Bye,’ "

BRYSON'S EXPERIENCE fn stunts has landed him jobs on

’ the "Super Dave Osborne Show,"” the CBC serles “Street Legal”

and the'minl series “Amertka”

It's gasy to take a drink of beer and tell friends you can do
that stunt, but whea It comes down to jumplng out of a five-.
story high window, only a few can produce, he sald,

One of those few, and perhaps the moat successful student to
graduate from the Action Stunt Academy, Is Kevln Briand, a
former Canadlan semispro football player and Sliver Screen
employee, Briand's speclalty Is falls, .

“After my (football) career came to an end, I was stuck in a
factory,” he sald. “I got a aew lcase on life as a stuntman, this
is the closest thing to football I could find."

All stuntmen havo one maln thing In commen. And il's not a
couple of crossed braln wircs. A strong athtelc background
provides the foundation for al) stuntmen.
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of fun,” Urbanl satd. “I wish I had found this 10-15 years ago.”

While Urbant hasn't had any professional work invelving
stunts, she is working on a play for Detrolt Edison, called
*“Changlng Channels.” She plans on uslng some kind of stunt in
the play.

Silver Screen Stunts offers a promotional tape that they call
“A Dirty Dozen Stunts,” 12 stunts ranging from falls and fights
1o car stunts and 2 human inferno,

Exclting? Yes. A useful too! for local advertisers and film-
makers? Sure. Dangerous? You bet.

Lamb and Bryson are the first 1o admlt that what they do is
dangerous.

“People can get hurt and it's due to stupldity,” Lamb sald.
“Another reason is because of the massive deslre to please the
director, That leads to people exceeding their lmits,"

Bryson a with Lamb, but downplayed the Injury aspect
of belng a stuntman,

“THE INJURIES that occur are usually minor cuts, bumps
ang bruises,” he sald, “We work as a team with everybody in-
volved looklng out for and making sure everything'a safe for the
person performing the stunt.”

Bryson has never had a broken bone in his career as a stunt-
man.

Good money, Lhrills, team camraderle, your name on the blg

_screen and work tbknl you'd do for fun anyway. But what do

“Like any sport, stunts require agility and good
Ing," sald Bryson. “The biggest part of the stunt is the athletlcs
involved in IL. So stuntman really Isn’L & word, athlete [s.”

ONE SILVER student, a self-confessed “adrenallne junkle,”
is 35-year-old Roberta Urbant of Huntington Woods. Urbani,
whe works a3 a technical writer for Detroit Edlson, was im-
pressed with Bryson and his school,

n yells, “1

“The realistic actlon of the school was and a lot

do for after a ahoot?

"“When we're through, we talk stunt, stunt, good Jooking girls,
stunt, stunt," Bryson said. “I guess the most exciting thing in-
volved with stunts s the creativity that goes into pulling one
off,"

Persons interested in Silver Sereen Stunts and its pro.
motional tape, “A Dirty Dozen Stunts,” can caill Ed Lamb
at 656-9699,
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