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FOCUS

To twrite the Qbserver: 33203
Grand _River, Farmington
48024. To call: news line, 477-
5450; sports line, 551-2312; home
delivery, 591-0500; classified
ads, 591-0900; display ods, 591-
2300; fax line, 477-9722.

RADITION atits
best.

The Farmington
Hills Senlor Adult
‘| Division hosted a Thanksgiving
dlnner ~ complete with tarkey,
stulfing, cranberry sauce and
pumpkin pte — for 340 scniors
Thursday at Mercy Center.

“It was a wonderful success,”
sald Maggle Loridas, senior
adult specinllst. “Everyone said
they had a very, very good
time.”

Entertainment included
Franklin belly dancer Jo
Melceklan, 1989 Miss Senlor
Cltizen First Runncrup;
Southfield vocalist Morand
Zimmer; LIt Mac Cloggers of
Northville; and two senlor
groups, the Farmington
Steppers and the Farmington
Chorale.

Blngo followed with cornlsh
tiens as prizes.

“We try tomakeitasfuna
day as posslble,” Loridas sald,
“We try to make it somethlng
to look forward, to remember.”

REACHING out.

Farmington Area
Goodlellows will sell special-
edltion newspapers Friday to
ralse money to help needy
familics and senlors this
hollday scason.

QUOTE o tha woex

6 1 don't think this was
white collar by nature, it just
happens that a number of
people are professional peo-
ple,

-~ Eric Kalser, prosccuter,
about the defendants in a drug

tralficklng ring. Story: 1A.
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. Shirley Richardson
heads Farmington, 2A

By Josnno Mallszowaki
staff writer

As she had hoped, a 16-ycar Farm-
ington Hills City Councll tradition
was followed without confrontatlon,
allewlng mayor pro tem Jean Fox to
be mayor in 1990 and Aldo Vagnozzi
to be mayor pro-tem.

“It we can pull In our horns, It's
possible to disagree without being
disagreeable,” Fox said, aiter her
unanlmous election Monday night as
Farmington HIlls mayor for 1890,
“While we have our differences, we
will work to accomplish what the
year ahead holds.”

As expected, Vagnozzl, the top
vote-getter in the Nov. 7 city council

clection and the longest-serving
councll member who has not served
as an officer, was unanlmously
clected mayor pro tem. Fox is com-
pleting the second year of a four-
year term. Vagnozzl has served a
two-year term and was clected to a
four-year term.

“I appreclate the electlon But I
see the mayor pro tem being anather
council member, ane of seven,” Vag-
nozzl said, “My hope would be we
waould work as a team, serving resi-
dents® concerns, among them slow-
Ing down the density and growth.”

MANY IN the council chambers
Monday expected a confrontation in
the annual council reorganlzatlon af-
ter Mayor Terry Sever made it clear
last weck he wouldn't mind serving
another lerm as mayor.

Sever acknowledged his desire

‘A mayor sets the tone and presents a

viewpoint.’
A

— Mayor-elect Jean Fox

Menday 1o be mayor again, though
he sald he felt the best example of
good cthics was practiced when the
new council members — Nancy
Bates, Jonathan Grant and Law-
rence Lichtman, whom he supporied
in the Nov. 7 election — voted their
conscience.

“Not one of them felt they owed
anyone anything,” Sever sald. “I
think we have to become a united
group and stand behind oursclves
and our mayer."

Traditionally, the positlons of

Robert Mitchell (second from right with glass-
es), court official for District Judge Fred Harris,
explains court procedures to Joseph Dutf {left)

of Dearborn, Gary Matycich, address unknown;

State
endorses
Haggerty

bypass

Haggerty Road Connector
timetable, 6A

By Darroll Clom
statf writer

In a major effort aimed at casing
traffic congestion, the Michlgan De-
partment of Transportatlon recom-
mended Monday that a new multi-
lane boulevard be bullt west of Hag-
gerly Road from I-96 to Pontiec
Trall,

The long-awalted declslon, an-
nounced by MDOT oftlclals during a
special sesslon at Commerce Town-
ship hall, drew immediate criticlsm
from cltlzens oppesed (o urban
sprawl and potentlal envirenmenta)
damage.

“We oppose It, and we wlll contin-
ue to oppose It” sald Lorna
McEwen, co-president of Concerned
Citlzons for West Bloomfield. “This
will not selve the prablem. It will
create more lraffic congestion be-
cause of (he new development it wilt
spawn.”

MDOT’s announcement that It en-
dorses bulldlng a slx« ty clght-lanc
boulevard west of Haggerty followed
three years of studies and meetln,
between MDOT officlals, community
leaders, business representatives
and cltizens.

‘The proposal, one of several that
had been consldered, won the en-
d of the West

e to givin

8PECIAL SECTION
IN TODAY'S ISSUE

Townshlp Board, the Walled Lake
Board of Education, the Farmington
Hilla Clty Councll and nutmerous
other a that

Haggerty Road Connector:
alternative #4a

The 4a alternative
would be localed
west of Haggerty
road with  jog near
14 Mile 1o avoida
wellands arca.
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new boulevard.

Farmington Hills city manager
Willlam Costick was happy with
MDOT's recommendatlon, “We're
very much in favor of It he sald.
“We're very pleased with the state’s
declsion to move forward.”

Costick sces the proposal “provid-
ing badly needed relie! to Haggerty
Road for tralflc that runs north and
south,”” He also sees [t relleving
congestion at the I-696/Orchard
Lake Road and the I-275/Eight Mile
Interchanges.

THE NEXT step for the project,
cstimated to cost $75 millllon, wlll be
to prepare a final environmental tm-
pact l}ulcmem that will be submit-

rea g
formed a unlted front to support a
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mayor and mayor pro tem are annu-
ally retated among council mem-
bers, with bath officers serving only
one year. With a couple of excep-
tions in the past, the mayor pro tem
has followed as mayor. The city
charter docs not specify the length of
the mayor's term.

I think we, especlally the new
councl] members, felt that in the in-
1crest of conlinuing and trying 1o get
off to a good start, we could not have
a fractious fight over a traditlon that

Please turn to Pago 12

shnares

By Susan Buck
stall writor

Twenty-one people were  ar-
raigned in 47th District Court In
Farmlngton Monday in connection
with a $16-million cocaine distribu.
tion ring.

Charges range from conspiracy to
intent to deliver. Penalties upon con-
viction range up to 20 years in pris.
aon.

Dy received letters from

MANDY

James Anderson, address unknown; James
Gow of Redford Township; and Joseph Dutf's
wife, Debra. All tace conspiracy charges.

the Attorney General's off-
ice more than a week ago informing
them to appear on criminal charges.
Six failed to respond; five were ar.
rested Monday.

Observer & Eccentric area resi-

Jean Fox
mayor-elect

Investigation

21 on

drug charges

dents charged with conspiracy to
possess less than 25 grams, a maxi-
mum 4-year felony, include: Deanis
Chalken, Farmington Hills; Elalne
Noring. Farmington Hills; Donald
German, Livonia; Jody Astrein, Bir-
mingham; James Gow, a former
Farmington Hills resldent who now
lives In Redford Township; Charles
Schatz, Redford; Richard Heln, Ro-
chester; Resa Jannett, Southlield:
and Alan Margelin, West Bloomficld.

Gow was also charged with a sec-
ond count of conspiracy with Intent
1o deliver 50-224 grams, a mandato-
ry $-20 year felony,

Greg Chappl of Katamazoo failed

Pleaso turn to Paga 8

Toned down
No amplified music at amphitheatre

Hills planners react, 13A

8y Joanne Maliszewsk!
staff weiter

Prompted by residents’ com-
plaints, 2 one-year ban on the use of
speakers and microphones will hush
the sound of music for patrons of the
F. Fi

‘We aren’t prepared to say what we
should be doing for our public and to
comply with the planning

commission.’

—~— Dorothy Pfaff, community center.

Hils Com-

munlty Center's popular outdoor
cancerts.

“Our plans are now incomplete.
We aren’t prepared to say what we
should be dolng for our public and to
comply with the planning commls-

noxious and continuing practlce by
the community center of producing
highly amplificd performances In
thelr outdoor theater,” according to
a complaint given to planning com-

slon,” sald Dorothy Pfatf,
directar.

Desplte pleas from center offl-
cials, the ban was imposed by the
Farmington Hills Planning Commis-
slon last Thursday following contin-
ued complaints from restdents ncar
the 17-year-old center on Farming-
ton Road, between 10 and 11 Mile.

“The primary complaint of the
community center ncighbors is the
effenslve, annoying, unpleasant, ob-

s by lour living
near the community center.

The nolse ban and order to remove
or make lnoperable outdoor electri-
cal outlets was part of a list of re-
strictlons accompanying special ap-
proval for the center to offer out-
doar concerts in a resldential zoning
district.

“TQ PULL outslde outlets Is to
close down that communlty center,™

Girl remembered

as ‘very

By Bob Sklar
stalf wrlter

A 9.year-old Farmington Hllls
glel, whom her schoo! princlpal
called “a beautiful young lady,” dled
soon after climbing from the Farm-
Ington Area YMCA pool and collaps-
Ing during a slecpover Saturday
night.

Monlca Findlay's cause of death
had not been determined a3 of Wues-
day, the Oull&lnnd County Medleal

said,

caring’

Farmington Hills police called her
death accidenta), pending an autep-
sy, Sgt. Charles Nebus sald.

Monica was a third grader in
Mary Gottschalk's class al Eagle Ei-
ementary School In the Farmington

schoo et

“It's definitely o tragedy. We ex.
tend our decpest sympathy to the
family,” said Kevin Bush, execulive
dlrector al the Farmington YMCA,
28100 Farmington Road.

Ploase turn to Page 2
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sald John Donohue, center board
member, “With your approval, we
spent $60,000 to bulld that ampithea-
tre.”

Started this summer, cutdoor cor-
certs heralded the center's new role
as a community eultural arts center.
Competltion from other community
agencies — now offering program-
ming and classes traditionally of-
fered by the center — forced the
center into the new role to stay
financially afloat.

Throughout the summer, residents
called Farmington Hills police to

Plonse turn to Pago 13

Monica Findlay
‘very caring’




