Excursion vessels offer
peek at life’s landscape

The writer, David Litogot, is a
Trustee in the Historical Society
of Michiyan and « history teacher
at Wooddale Elementary School
in Farmington Hills,

By Davld Litogot
spocial writor

The older I get, the more [ realize
that the trip is sometimes more en-
joyable than the destinatlon. Modern
soclety has made it possible for us to
be whisked off to far away destina.
tions in just a few hours,

Our jets and interstate highways
have replaced the boat, traln and
horse as means of “elfectlve” trans.
portation. But Istill yeara for seelng
the scenery — slowly. More specifi-
cally, 1 yearn for the days In Michl-
gan when the steam excursion boat
plicd the waters of the Great Lakes.

Lang before the Caribbean crulses
and the “Love Boat,” these excursion
vessels sailed out of ports like Chica-
go, Buffale, Cleveland and Detroit.
Some made day trips to other ports
or amuscmett parks; others provid-
ed weeklong vacations [n luxury.

Few of us have seen Michigan
from the water. Yes, we may have
been on the Pletured Rocks boat tour
at Munising, the Soo Locks Boats, or
cven the Ludington to Wisconsln fer-
ry.

BUT THE only vessels we have to-
day that would provide us with a
faint idea of the adventure that ex-
isted just a few decades ago are the
Bob-lo Boats: the Columbla and the
Ste. Claire. These two historical
ships do not, hawever, live up to the
splendor and grace that exlsted on
our waters in the carly 1900s.

The years between 1850 and 1950
witnessed the popularity of the
Great Lakes “trips.” Plenlckers, sen-
ior class graduates, convention dele-
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and party-goers were able to sail up
and down the waterways bordering
our state on elegant, shiny, steam
boats,

Even thaugh the passenger trade
on the lakes dates back to the open-
ing of the Erie Canal in the 1820s,
the first large passenger vessel on
the lakes was the Western World,

Built in 1854, the 2,000-ton ship
was about 350 fcet long and had 300
staterooms. The salons, dinlng
reoms, and cabins were all embel-
lished with intricate hand-carved
woodwork. This fleating palace, like
most of the excursion steamers of
the next 50 years, was a side-wheel-
er.

Many people remember the De-
troit and Cleveland (D & C) Company
which began operating excurslon
steamers in the 1850s and eventually
had six side.wheelers — the largest
and fastest — on (he lakes. Most
memorable was the Clty of Detroit
111 Bullt in 1912, the “DIII” was a
picture of clegance; Its three decks
featured plilars, beamed ceilings,
brass embelishments, and polished
wood panellng.

The D & C Company disbanded in
1950 and the City of Detrolt III was
dismantled in 1956. Her famous
Gothic Room, however, was saved
and rebuilt at the Dossins Great
Lakes Museum on Belle Iste.

OTHER VESSELS worth remem-
bering were the Frank Kirby, the
Secandbee,

the Keewatln, the
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g the Tashmoo, the Put-ln-
Bay, the North America, and the
Seuth America. I could write a whole
article on cach one and st not do a
thorough job.

Unfortunately other than the Bob-
lo boats, there are few remalns of
those shlps mentloned — just won-
derful memories. Modern man want-
ed to control his own recreation so
he purchased his own boats to cap-
tain.Many serlous accldents (like the
Eastland in Chicago tpping over and
drowning 835 itn 1915) plagued the
ships. These accidenis brought
tougher regulations that made it {00
cxpensive for some companies to
survive. By the 1960s, only a few ex-
cursion ships were around and their
days were pumbered. Most were
scrapped; some were converted to
troop ships and flat-tops during
World War IL

One passenger ship still provided
tourists with a glimpse of the past.
The Keewatin, a 350-foot steamer, is
docked ncar Saugatuck, Mich. She
was built In 1907 and had room for
288 berthed passengers and a crew
of 86.

The Keewatin was retired in 1965
and is open 1o the public as a muse-
um. The red carpeting, mahogany
pancling, stained-glass skylights,
teak parquet floors, polished brass
instruments, and plentifu) memories
are still there.

For further reading, I recommend
Jim Cleary's book, “"Ladies of the
Lakes" and the “Telescope,” The
Dossin Museum i
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Acting Superintendent Michael
Flanagan of Farmington Public
Schools met with the Japanese So-
cicty of Detroit Nov. 6 to accept a
donation of $1,000 for Farmingten
Public Schools.

Presldent  Takeshl Tanuma,
Joined by Katsuhiko Satoh, treasur-
er, and Keisaku Hosol, school com-
mittee person, thanked Flanagen
for the kindness and acceptance
the Japanese schoel children have
cxperienced while attending Farm-
ington schools.

Japanese Society of Detroit president Tak-
eshi Tanuma ‘(left) presents a check to

School district gets $1,000 gift.

and selects the school districts’| *

Farmingto

“It is indeed an honor to repre-
sent the members of the Japanese
Society of Detroit in recognizing
the schools of this communrity for
the kindness and gencrosity exhib-
ited toward our Japanese stu-
dents,” said Tanuma,

Founded In 1972, the JSD is
made up of 1,120 members {rom
233 companles related to Detroit's
automotive industry. The society
surveys the distribution of Japa-
nese students in the Detroit area

. B sty 4V
Public Schools acting superin- °
tendent Michael Flanagan.

R A

where Japanese students attend.

JSD's annual donations to varie.
ous Detroit-area school districts
amount to more than $20,000 .
and allows the schools to use the

money for any purpose they deern §-

appropriate. -
This is the second year that JSD

has made this donation to school |

districts in Oakland County, Other
distrlcts receiving this gift Include;,
Walled Lake Consolidated Schools.-
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