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football

HARRISON FOOTBALL
PLAYOFF HISTORY

1989 -~ CLASS B
Flrst round: Harrlson 23, Rivervew
7.
Rogional: Harrison 28, Allen Pork 6.
Semifuial: Hanison 3, East Grand
Rapids 2.
Final; Karrison vs. DaWitt, 8 p.m.
Saturdny.
1088 — CLASS B
Flrst round: Hamson 32, Clawson
" Roglonal; Harnson 35, Riverview O,
Semitinal: Harson 42, Aubura Hills
Avondale 7,
Final: Harrison 44, §1. Joseph 9.
1987 — CLASS B
Flest round: Hamnson 29, Allen Park
" Roglonal; Hariizon 35, Montoe St
Maty-Calnelic Cenltal 6.
Somitinal: Harnson 35, Marysvile

20.
Final; Grand Rapids Catholic Cen.
1ral 19, Hatrison 7.

1986 -- CLASS B
Flrst round: Harson 21, Rverview

Roglenal:  Hawison 35, Detroit

Horthern 186,
Somlfinal; Marysvillo 22, Harnson 6.
1984 — CLASS A

Roglonal: Harmson 17.

By Dan O'Meara
slaff writer

DeWilt’s plan Is to copy a page
from the Farmingion Hills Harrlson
football annals Saturday night in the
Class B champlonship game,

The Panthers, who fell a game shy
of the Class C final in 1988, hope to
attain that ultimate goal thls No-
vember but In the higher classlflea-
tlon.

DeWitt, a 20-9 loser to eventual
winner Detroit DePorres a year ago,
has beaten three straight Class B
playolf focs to reach the final.

Irenlcally, the Panthers wlill be
playing Harrison, which performed
the mere Impressive feat of winning
a Class A crown in 1982 following a
championship season In Class 8, at 8
p.m. in the Pontiac Silverdome.

Both teams are 12:0. The Hawks
were ranked No. 1 all season, and
DeWltt finished the year in the No.
10 position.

“It's Incredible they could be so
successful moving up a class,”” Har-
rison coach John Herrington said,
“but we don’t want them to be too
successful.

“WE'D LIKE to cnu the decade
the way we started — winning 2
championship.”

The David-and-Goltath anclogy
can be used to describe the DeWitt-
Harrison matchup.

The Hawks, who are the only Class
B school in the Western Lakes Activ-

Seaholm 6.

Semllinal: Dearborn Fordson 9,

1982 — CLASS A

Regional: Harmson 23. Bloomiieid
Hills Lahser 0.

Semifinal; Hamson 6. Milford take-
tand 3.

Final: Hatnson 17, Dearborn Ford-
50n 14, double OT.

1981 — CLASS B
Regional: Mamson 23, Marysvilie
13.
Semifinal: Harrison 36, Ypsilanti
Willow Run 0,
Fina¥: Harcison 7, Muskegon Catho-
1980 — CLASS B
Reglonal: Hauison 7. Jackson Lu-
men Chisli 6.
Somilinat; Okemos 14, Harizon 3,
1976 — CLASS A
Semllinal: Hartison 21,

Heights Lamphero 0.
Finat: Midland Dow 36, Harrison 27.

Madison

DEWITT FOOTBALL
PLAYOFF HISTORY

1989 — CLASS B

Flrst round: Dewnt 8, Ludinglon 6.
onal: Dowvitt 27, Chaboygan B.
Semifinal: Dewit 38, Zecland 26,
Fingl: DeWill vs. Farmington Hills
Harrison, B p.m. Saturday.

1988 — CLASSC
First round: DoWitt 35, Harttord 7,
Roglonal: DeWitt 48, Varmontwillo
Mapie Voliey 8,
Somlfinal: Detrolt DePorres 20,
Dowitt 9.
1882 — CLASS C

Firat round: Saglnaw Sts. Pater and
Paul 22, Dewii 10.

1878 — CLASSC
Flrst round: Bad Axe 60, DoWiti 6.
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ta being the little guy in that respect,
look like a giant — in size and tradi-
tlon — to DeWitt, the smallest
school tn Class B.

“If we had onc less student, we'd
still be Class C* said DeWitt coach
Gall Thornton, who was an assistant
when the Panthers made thelr first
of four playeff appearances in 1978
and is 57-40 in 10 years as head
coach,

“For us to beat (Harrison), it will
take 2 real effort on our part, On the
ather hand, anything ls possible.”

Herrlngton knows that, too, In

1981, the Hawks were heavy under-
dogs o No. l-ranked Muskegon
Cathollc Central but played a great
defensive game and won 7-0.

“JUST BECAUSE they're a small
B deesn’t mean a thing,” Herrington
sald. “When you get Lo the state fl-
nal, it's not golng to be a walkover.
Even last year (when Harrlson beat
St. Joscph 44.9), it was only 14-9 at
halftime.”

Dewitt, however, is a surprise
particlpant in the {inal. Most people
expected a Grand Rapids-area team
to be there Saturday, but the Panth-
crs, who opened the year against
three Class C teams and played all B
teams after that, beat an cxcellent
Zeceland team, which had beaten
Grand Rapids West Catholic.

But even Thornton admits to being
a little surprised at the way things
have turned out for his team.

“I knew we had a good bunch of
kids in Class C, but the step uvp is
really hard,” he said. “There's a lot
more inteasity in Clazs B, In Class C,
you're looking at seven or cight good
players on each team. In Class B,
each tcam has 15 1o 16 real good
people.”

Thoraton told his players, who
have won back-to-back Ingham
County League championships since
it was reorganized two years ago,
they would have to go undefeated if
they were to qualify for the Class B

playoffs.

DeWitt, a bedroom communlty of
about 3,500 north of Lansing, Is buzz-
tng with excitement now, but the
move to Class B tempered the enthu-
slasm carly in the season.

“{F WE CAME back and won an-
other league title, T thaught that
would be a legitimate goal,” Thorn-
ton said. “Had we stayed in Class C,
there would have been more excite-
ment when August came around.”

DeWitt's first playoff victory, an
8-6 win over Ludington, was a harb-
inger of good fortunc. The Panthers,
playlng In the mud en a windy day,
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North Farmington posted its first undefeated junjor varsity football sca-
son in 10 ycars this fall.

‘The Ralders were 9-0, including a surfeit win over Southiicld-Lathrup the
first week, and won the Western Lakes Activities Association title with a 21«
0 defeat of Farnington Hills Harrlson.

In other games, North defeated Livonia Churchill 40-0, Westland John
Glenn 20-0, Farmington $2-8, Livonla Stevenson 34-0, Plymouth Salem 30-7,
Walled Lake Central 28-7 and Redford Union 27-8.

The team was coached by Irv Horwitz and Todd Schultz. The all-sopho-
more squad consisted of 31 players with 14 playing key roles.

"ﬁl‘: a good group,” Horwitz sald. “There are no stars, They Just all play
well.”

Running back Jack Wilks and offensive tackles Bern Ratliff and Eric
Porter served as tri-captains,

The other regular players were Mark Temple (quarterback), Jon Sturtz
(back}, Jason Horwitz (back), Nick Brannach (back), Mike Hamill (lincback-
er), Rod Saranso (tackle}, Doug Fletcher {center), Adam Chalmers (guard),
Brian Lee {cnd), Mike Jehle (end) and Brad Pawlowski (guard).
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STATE 2P

outmuscled a big Orloles ballclub,

“We had to play a pawer football
game and they were huge,” Thernton
sajd. "We were fortunate to beat
them.

“Our scouts came back and safd 'If
we can beat Ludington, we've got a
shot,” and It turned out we had to
play them flrst. So far the scouts
were right; It seems to have gotten
casfer.”

Thornton Isn't conceding anythlng
to the state’s No. 1-rated team, but
he doesn’t expect that (rend to con-
tinue against Harrison,

DeWitt beat Zecland in a 38-26
shootout, and Thornton would Yke to
sce that kind of game Saturday, if
anl[y for the sake of an exciting fi-
nale,

THE PANTIIERS have a high-
scoring offense, averaging 35 points
per game, which Is led by halfback
Mlke Cowdrey, who hasn't played in
the fourth quarter of the team's last
21 games because of the ope-sided
scores.

DeWitt, which used to play in the
Capital Circuit League with tcams
such as Lansing Catholic Central,
Okemos and Mason before joining
the smaller ICL, domlinated Its mid-
Michlgan eppancnts,

DeWitt, however, has a defense to
maich its offense. The Panthers al-
lowed less than a field goal per game
in the regular season, and Zecland
was the flrst team to score more
than one touchdown agalnst their de-
fense,

“On paper, it Jocks like we're
more of an offensive team, but our
delense has done the job all year,”
Thornton said. "“Because.of the way
we've scored - we hit early and got
the offensc off the field — they've
had to be on the field 70 pereent of
the time.

“Other teams have looked at us as
an offensive team, but 1 think they
found out dilferently when they
played us.”

Linebacker Tony Miller, who av-
erages M to 15 stops per game, is
the [cading tackler, and John Telford
and Jeff Orwat are the next highest.

MHARRISON'S offense, led by
quarterback Mill Coleman, tailback
Matt Conley and a brefed-up line av.
craging almost 220 between the tac-
kles when Jeff Peer is at center, will
test the DeWitt defense.

Zeclund quarterback Jay

Riemarsma completed five passes
for 185 yards against the Panthers,
and that bodes well for the big-play
Hawks, who average 34% polnts per
game.
e hope we can hit some pass-
¢s,” Herrington said. “But we want
to run and control the line of
scrilmmage, too.”

help, e

the only. HMO that links
all the resources of the

U of M Medical Center to
the personal care of your
family doctor and your
nearby hospital, M-CARE
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We all hope that nolhing serious ever
happens 10U child, but if it does, (he CS.
Mot Children’s Hospital at the University of
Michigan;Mcdicz;l Center is ready with expert

And you get them both with M-CARE,

— Panthers take lesson from Harrion
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Matt Conley eludes East Grand Rapids' Aaron Tishkcwski on
the icy surface in Atwood Stadium Friday night, Field condi-
tions were more suitable for hockey, but Harrison mowed on lo
the stote tinal wilh a 3-2 victory.
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