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By Corinno Abatt
stolf writor

It's easy to like Robert Wilbert's art — the
colors are wonderfully rich, the lmagery casily
izeable and the A
peony looks like a peony and a mime llke a
mime. His one-man show at Donald Morrls Gal-
lery of Birmlngham contlnuleg through Saturday
lights up the whole space.

Wilbert, who teaches art at Wayne State Unl-
versily, has signature items that show up in hls
palntings agaln and agaln over the years —
mimes, a light bulb, a drum, a trumpet and
chalrs of various klnds

His highly sophisticated arrangements of fa-
vorite items have always provided the artist
with a varlety of challenges which he obviously
relishes such as spacta), light and eclor relation-
ships and the gentle fracturing and reuniting ol
the picture plane. Paintings of these subjects are
schotarly In thelr acute attention to these chal-
lenges; In this sense, they have Uitle relationshlp
to realism.

Thls time, as in the past, he has Included a live
model in mime white face tn these groupings of
elements. And while such have long brought him
wide admiraticn, the portralts of the model or
models, or of the artist himself, where the ele-
ments are Integrated more subtly into the palnt-
Ing create more excitment.

WILBERT CARRIES on a Jove affalr with col-
or relationships that brings great beauty in hls
work. He i< a true pro who understands the ef-
feets of color on the mind as well as the eye.

In a masterful still llfc of a vase of peonles,
the pink flowers In a red vase are on a camelian
¢loth against an apricot background. In his palnt-
ing of a vase of brilliant red zinnlas, he works the
green/red aspect of the color spectrum, placing
them in front of dark taupe, charcoal and a bit of
ollve green n a comner sectlon. It's hazardous to
put names on his color mixtures, the shades are
far morc interesting than simple names suggest.

In the portrait of a woman dressed in a rather
elaborate sea green and cream outflt, with a la-
vender/mauve background, the colors deflne the
mood and leave n lasting impression of quiet,
elegant beauty. There is a timelesness about this
porirait that Is particularly intriguing.
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in Robert Wilbert's large painting, the mime holds one of the artist's signiture

elements, a horn.

Graphics designer tells students
put a little fun into their work

By Corinne Abatt
statf wrlter

When Bradbury Thompsen, a fore-
most graphles deslgner, talks and
shows slides of his work coverlng
some 50 years, graphles and art be-
come a single entity. In essence, type
faces and letters arc hls symbols, as
circles and wiggley lines were for
Miro, geometric flgures for LeCor-
busier and squares for Joscph
Albers. Thompsan, however, has al-
ways been concerned with masy
communication and the others were
jnvolved In a much more personal
statement.

Thompson, a soft spoken person,
who teaches at Yale, was at Cran-
brook Academy of Art Museum for
the openlng of his retrospectlve,
“Bradbury Thompson Deslgn.” It
wii) contlnue there through Sunday,
Dec. 3. It colncides with the publlca-
tlon of his new book, “Bradbury
Thompson: The Art of Graphic De-
slgn,” Yale Universlty Press, $65.

The exhlblt, which opened in New
Yark City and has been in Boston
and Piitsburgh before comlng here,
is sponsored by Westvaco, where
‘Thompson has been destgn consult-
ant [or more than 50 years,

He was art director for Made-

molselle, Art News, Art News Annu-
al and deslgned the format for more

than three dozen other In-
cluding Smithsonian. Among hls
many credits are more lhan 80

Bradbury Thompson did the Rock and Roll
hic fo:

grap ¥ 5
tions, in 1958, The left side is In gray tanes. The

stamps for the Unlted States Postal
rvice.

HIS RESPECT and use of historl.
cal references and clements In his
work — palntings, drawings, type
faces — he credited to long assocta-
tion with Art News and s
knowledgeable staff. He sald he did
every layout for Art News for 27
yeara and that while he didn’t make
a great amount of monoy, the expe-
rience was lavalunble,

In his presentation he sald, “I am
Inspired by everydny things, chil-
dren, family, friends . . . and things
that happen to all of ua.” His deaign
for Westvaco, using all of the letters
in the name for a face, the O for the
mouth full of words, was Insplred by
a drawing done by hls 6-year old
daughter. In one design of a woman

in a raincoat, vertical lincs ot type
arc the rain, In another a vertical
line of type ks a fishing lne.

After he moved from New York
City to rural Conncetlcut, he did an
outstanding graphic design using a
croquet wicket, balls and mallet.

At one polnt he told hls largely
graduato student audlence, “Things
like this can be so much fun, if you
let yourself have fun.”

As he showed speclfic examples of
symmetry and asymmetry, he issued
a qualificr, “There has to be prinel-
ples to our design. On page 154 of my
book are age eld princlples — three
are especlally Important, commit-
ment, perserverence and patience,

The exhibit Is & comprehensive
one and represents a slaggering
amount of work. Hls clever turm of

A}

Inspira-

mind and eyc are everywhere evi-
dent. In each plece In the show there
is an Inordinate sense of good laste
and a high level of excitment. In
many he pays tribute to the past and
links the viewer to the future, Conse-
quently, even his carly work appears
fresh and timeless,

Cranbrook  Muscum, $00 Lone
Pilne, Bloomfleld Hllls, is open 1-5
p.m. Tuesday-Sunday,

Bradbury Thompson's innc-
vative uso of lotters is fllus-
trated in this logo he created
for his longtime client, Wost-
vaco. The O, on its side, for o
mouth, was insplred by o
drawing done by his little

- daughter.

musician comes to life on the right side as the
illusion of motion is created by the printing of
three colors, red, blue and yelow.

Holiday tables aid
Cranbrook House

“'Holiday Tables — 1989 will be
held at Cranbrook House, 360 Lone
Pine, Bloomfield Hills Friday-Sun-
day, Dec. 1-3. Hours arc 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Friday and Saturday and noon
to 4 p.m. Sunday.

There will be 18 hollday tables
created by 16 indlviduals plus Cran-
brook Hause and Cranbrook Garden
auxiliaries. Each table wlll have a
special hollday theme and will Incor-
porate the individual maker's per-
sonal collections of china, tableware
and aceessories.

Included are an old-fashioned
Christmas dinner, New Year's Eve
celebeations accented with fewels
and orchids, an Easter luncheon, a
Victorian musical tete-a-tele and a
surprise reunion.

Highlight will be a French “Belle
Eopque” after-theater cvening cre-
ated by lRon Fox of the Whitney and
Van Dyke Place. In addition to a lav-

ish red and cobalt blue table dress-
ing, the Whitney's pastry chef, Elwin
Greenwald, will produce French and
Viennese desserts such as buche de
Noel (hollday yute log), eroquem-
bunche (small cream puffs shaped
Into Christmas trees), plus Dobos
and Sacher tortes. There will be a
$50 donation patrons tea 2-4 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 30. Tickets for this
will be available at the door or call,
645-3149.

Marion Poling is honorary chair-
man and Jerry Rish of Bloomficld
Hills and Edith Bozell of Blrming-
ham are co-chairmen, The activitics
will include a gift boutique, prizes,
refreshments and music.

Parking is in the Christ Church
Cranbrook parking lot with shuttle
bus service to Cranbrook House,

Tickets are §6 at the door. For in-
tormation and group infermation,
call 645-3149.

French hornist is
Kaleidoscope guest

Internatlonal award-winning
French hornist, Eric Ruske, will ap-
pear on Kaleidoscope Concerts at 8
p.m. Friday, Dec, 1, at St. Hugo of
(he Hills in Bloom(leld Hiks.

As a winner of the 1086 Young
Concert Artists Internationat Auadi-
tions, Ruske 26, made his New York
recital debut in the Young Concert
Artlsts Series at the 92nd Street Y in
1987. He wan first prize in the Amer-
ican Horn Competitlon and won the
highest prize In the 1988 Concours
International d'Interpretation Musi-
cale in Reims, France. He made his
Kennedy Center debut fast May,

Ruske wus associate principal
horn of the Cleveland Orchestra
from age 20-24 and was concerto so-
licist with the Cleveland Orchestra
in 1988 and soloist with the World
Youth Symphony in Interiochen and
the Orchestre National de Chambre
de Toulouse in France.

He is from LaGrange, §ll,, and Is a
1985 graduaie of Northwestern Uni-
versity, He lives In Boston and is en
facuity at the New England Conserv-
atory of Music.

He will perform the Persichettl
Solo for solo horn, the Adaglo and Al-
legro by Schumann and will join De-
troit Symphony principals, Donald
Baker, oboe, Theodore Oien, clarl-

Eric Ruske

net, Robert Willlams, bassoon, Mu-
riel Kilby, plano and harpsichord
and artistic director, Juhanna Beth
Bowers, (lute, In a varlety of ensemn-
bles including the Telemann Concer-
to a tre, Barbouteu's Esquisse, the
Mozart Quintet In E Flat and the
Poulene Sextour.

The cancert will be In the new
church building at St. Hugo of the
Hills, 2215 Opdyke, Bloomtield Hills,
north of Long Lake and east of
Woodward,

For ticket Information, call 855-
9299 or 855-0458.
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The Hollday Arts Festival at the
{0akland Communlity College Royal
0ok campus will include two dance
performances by Detrott Dance Col-
lective, a plano concert by Marla
Meirelles and an art show and sale.

The dance presentations, at 8 p.m,
[Saturday, Dec. 2, and 3 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 3, will Include the premicre of
itwo works by Barbara Selinger and
[Paul Kramer, artistle directors.

Selinger's quintet Js  “Other
Places"and Kramer's Is “Twenly-
lsix." Other dances include Setinger’s

Bradbury Thompson

WESTVACO

“Unnatural Selection” and “Jour-

Dancers are shown in a scenc from “In Time of Solitude,”
choreographed by Paula Kramer

College is hosting
a holiday arts weekend

ney" and Kramer's "In Time of Soli-
tude.” In addition to Sellnger, the
dancers will be Jo Frederlksen of|
Rochester, Kay David and David
Williams of Royal Oak and David|
Guzman of Seuthgate. -
The concert by Melrelles wlil be]
at 8 p.m, Friday, Dec. 1. A speclall
attraction wilt be “A Taste of Royal|’
0ak" 1-4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 3. For|:
this beneflt for The Sanctuary, Royal}.
Oak restaurants will set up thelr besty:
bill of fare for Arts Festival goers.

For informatlon, call 548-9684.

Musicale wi
matinee for

Birmingham Musicale Is sponsor«
ing a performance of “The Mystery
of Edwin Drood,” by The Villoge
Players at 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 3, 752
Chestnut, Birmingham,
from this beneflt will help finance
atudent musician scholarships.

Refreshments and afterglow will
{ollow the play.

Is an unfinlshed play by

This
Charles Dickens, The ending ~— who

Il sponsor
scholarship

the murderer is and who sings the
final solo — is decided by the audi-
ence.

Blrmingham Muslcal member,
Joan Bowes, s the musical director
of this play within a play. .

Tickets are $12.50 general admla-
slon and $20 for patrons wgho will
be seated In a reserved section. For.
tcket information, call 335-8317.  °
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