Local districts ignore

By Pat Murphy
staff writor

The superintendent of the Bloom-
fletd Hills Schools has a somewhat
philosaphlcal explanation about why
his district finished eighth from the
bottom In an efficiency cvaluation
released by a Lansing think tank.
< "When you're good, it's hard to
show Improvement,” sald Penny
Cambicer, the district’s communica-
tions covrdinator,

Superlintendent W, Robert Docking
sent a slightly longer veesion of that
explanation 10 members of the
Bloomfield Hifls Board of Education
last week, along with copies of news-
paper accounts showing his distriet
ranked 109th in efficiency cut of 116
distriets evaluated.

OTHER OAKLAND County dis.
tricts fared abeut as well — or badly
- depending on how taxpayers Jook
it the report prepared and released
Ly Public Sector Consultants of
Lansing.

Rochester, for example, ranked

97th; Troy, 98th; Farmington, 105th;
Birmingham, 112th; West Bloom-
fleld, 113th; and Southtleld, 114th,

Students bringing home simllar
evalvations would likely be ground-
¢d — probably for the rest of the
year,

DOCKING, IOWEVER, said the
ranking is not an accurate reflection
of schoals in Bloomficld Hills, Came
hier sald.

“Qur test scores have always been
good, and our drap-ou{ rale always
“We don't come out real well
when the criteria is based on im-
provement,”

Docking's won't heces-

3

ranked 39th.

Ruff, who admits hls criteria Is
flawed, sald the study teok elght
months o prepare and cost about
$100,000.

But it was flawed to the polnt of
being “garbage,” said Don Ellott,
director of the Michigan Association
of School Administraters.

“TIIAT STUDY compares apples
with oranges. It's impossible 1o de-
vise a criteria that accurately com-
pares rich districts with poor ones.
It's nat even fair to compare smail
districts to large ones.”

Elliolt said he, for one, hopes the
report — and the rankings — will be
“It's a flawed assessment

sarlly be challenged by Cralg Ruff,
president of Public Sector Consuit-
ants Inc., which released the study
hat included the rankings.

The study had Kearsley schools
(vast of Flint) ranked at the top
amuong subuehan schools, with Novl
finishing highest among Qakland
County districts at 381h, Clarence-
ville, partly In Oakland County,

By Pat Marphy
staif writer

Qakland Comimunity College
could raise tuitlun or ask county
vaters for a tax hike next year, ac-
cording 10 Anthony D. Jarson, the
school’s vice chancellor for admin-
istrative serviees,

“No decisions have been made,”
Jarson said In an interview Man-
day. “The chancellor hasn't even
made a recommendation. We'll
know more by the end of the year,”
when budget projections are com-
plete.

“But I think it's likely we'll have
to ruise tuition aext year," he said,

Jarson was less certain about
millage hike, emphasizing such a
decision would be thoroughly re-
viewed before being made.

“There's a blg difference be-
tween the two,” he sajd. “Each ad-
ditional dollar of tuition raises
about $500,000. One additlonal mill
would raise $20 milllon.”
|+ ‘Tuition went up by $2 per credit
hour, from $33 in 1988-69 10 $35 in
this year.

But the millage
changed in 25 years.

rate  hasn't

bCC IS THE country’s fourth

OCC considers
tuition increase

largest communlty cotlege, with
217,500 students at five campuses.
Its taxing district cncompasses
most of Oakland County and In-
cludes about 1.1 million residents.

‘The schoel's current miltage rate
is one mid), or $1 per $1,000 of state
equalized valuation.

But Jarson said the Headlee tax
amendment cuts into that one-mill
figure, reducing it to about .885
mills, or about 89 cents per $1,000
assessed valuation. The Headlee
Amendment requires that millages
be reduced as the state cquallzed
valuation Increases 1o stay in step
with the officia) cost of living in-
creases.

“The Headlee Amendment wilk
cost us about $2.6 mlllion this
year,” he said. “Obviously If the
Headlee Amendment didn't exist,
we wouldn't even be 1alking about
a millage increase.”

Jarson sald financial recommen-
datiens from the chancellor's office
will be made to the board of trus.
tees after factors such as the con-
sumer price index and state ald are
considered,

He said Michigan's across-the.
board funding for OCC has not kept
pace with the school’s increasing
enrollment.

Lawmakers eye

‘Choice’
8y Tim Richard
staif writer

A “schools of choice" bill
squeaked though committee  but
stands a fair chance on the floer of
the state House of Represenenta.
tives next month.

“It has a lairly good chance,” said
Rep. James Kosteva, D-Canton, who
Joined the petnber majority of
the Hovse Education Committer in
voting yes

The bill would allow parents to
choose which school within a district
their children will attend. It atso will
require school boards by the first of
1993 to make a decision about
whether to st up a “schools of
choice” program and report it to the
State Board of Education.

1 see House BIH 4615 as establish-
ing a delibecative process,” salg
Kosteva, -

“GROSSLY EXPENSIVE," sald
Rep. Lyn Bankes, R-Livonia, who
was among the four voting no.

“We have schools of cholce in
Llvonia right now with two rules:
You cannot displace a child in his or
her own neighborhood, and the par-
ents must provide their own trans-
portatlon.”

HB 4615 would require distrlcts to
cover transportatlon costs. “Livonla
gets only 30 percent of lts transpor-
tation costs reimbursed by the state.
1t's supposed to be 100 percent.”

Atmong the five with excused ab-
sences was Rep. Justine Barns, D-
Westland,

QDDS AGAINST the blll are for-
wnldable.

Opposed arc the major education
groups — Mlchigan Educatlon Asso-
ciatlon, Michlgan Assoclation of
School Adminlstrators, Michigan As-
sociation of School Boards and Mich-
igon PTA Council — along wlith the
Michigan Assoclation for Improved
School  Leglslatlon, a group of
northwestern Wayne suburban dls-
tricts, ¢

In fhvor are Goyv. James Blanc-
hard,’ Jouse Education chalrman
Willlash Kelth; D-Garden City: the
Mlichigan Manufacturers Assocla-
tlon; .Skn. Richard Posthumus, R-
Lowell,s who sponsored a simllar

naté meajure and i3 a close asso-

ate of Joha Engler, l!w probable

schools

vors the concept,

“The governor s a potent force,”
suld Kosteva.

“The governor necds an educatlon
victory,” agreed Rep. Susan Munsell,
-Howell, a yes vote in committee.

Chief advocate of “schoals of
choice” is Metropolitan Affairs
Carp.. a research and education
agency in southeastern Michigan. It
sponsured showings of a news film
on the Bronx's eHolee program and a
speveh by Gov. Rudy Perpich, Min-
nesota’s champidn of the idea.

CHAIRMAN KEITH took up HB
4615, spousored by Rep. Clavde
Trim, R-Waterford, rather than
Posthumus’ SB 51, which the Senate
passed 30-¢ last May. A Keith aide
sald Trim had asked consideration
for his biil long before the Senate
moved its versign.

Chief dlffesepce: The House bllk
requires actlon only by the school
board. The Senate bill requires 25
percent of those who voted in the
last schoa) election to slgn petitions
for a ballot question on the process.

In the House bill, once a board de-
cides to mave ahead, It must estab.
fish a planning committee of “onc-
third parents and pupils, one-third
teachers and one-third school board
members and ' aminlstrators.” The

would plan for P
tatlon, building capacity and spectal

needs.

‘The district would Inform parents
on the phllosophy, stafflng of cach
bullding, counscling access, and In-
formatlon on testing and learning
style. .

KOSTEVA CALLED the bill a
good companlon measure to the an;
nual report bill passed by lawmak-
ers. “It requires districts to flle a
school Improvement plan — Ifke 2
corporate annual repart — where
you've been, where you're golng and
how you expect to get there.”

He called arguments against the
bil “pretty hollow. They say iU's pre-
disposed to faflure. And they say the
existing code and magnet schools al-
ready cnable ischool districts to do
this,

, .
“What's their opposition? Are they
fearful of opening it up to parental
involvement?"
Bankes sald that transportation
coats will be 0 high that any districl

1890 GOP gubern d
and Predideht George Bush, who fa-

a ‘cholec” plan probably
will refect it. ¢ .

and doesn’t deserve to be taken serl-
ously.”

Ruff acknowledged that improve-
ments tn MEAP scares (Michlgan
Education Assessment  Program)
and declines in drop-out rates are
part of the criteria used to evaluate
state schools. .

The criteria also included finan.
cial considerations such as per-capi-

. . .B’ham superintendent ridicules study "

Birmingham Superintendent Rog-
er H. Garvelink was anything but
philosophical about the so-called cf-
ficlency rating of Michigan school
districts compiled by Public Sector
Consultants Inc.

The rankings released last week

by the Lansing area think tank rated
Birmingham schools as 112th, or
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‘flawed’

a income, tax rates and teachers
per 1,000 students.

Districts (such as Bloomflcld
Hllls) with a good tax base and stu-
dents that score well on tests don't
necessarlly fare well on our rank-
Ings, sald Ruff. “But thal doesn’t
mean they’re doing a bad job.

“IT MEANS PEOPLE are willing
to pay for education, and they're
generally getting what they paid for.

“But a low ratlng (such as Bloom-
fleld Hills') means that a district
might not be as efficient as it could
be,” Ruff said. it might mean the
district is spending more than neces-
sary to get the same test scores.

The rating Is a ratio of value per
dollars spent, Ruff explained, “Or
educational bang for the buck.

“That's why districts like Avon-
dale {ranked 64th) fare beiter than
Birmingham or Farmington.”

The criteria included a crude
handicapping system, Ruff sald.
School districts with students that
score well, despite low or limited fi-
nancial means, will do much better

fifth from the bottom, out of 116 sub-
urban districts evaluated with a
complicated formula.

The rankings are “dumb, ridicu-
lous,” sald Garvelink. “They don't
descrve our consideration.

“How many parents would rather
send their youngsters to Hamtrameck
schools rather than Birmingham
schools?

Thursdoy, November 23, 1989 O&E

‘When you're good, it's hard to show

improvement.’

Bloomfield Hills communi

'

— Penny Cambier
ications coordinator .

than rich districts In which students
also score wekl,

Rult, however, sald his publlc poli-
cy research flrm Intends Lo continue
cvaluating school districts perlodi-
cally, even il nobody else does,

“We would prefer that some other
agency do the cvaluation, llke the
Michigan Department of Educatlon.
But if nobody else continues evaluat-
ing districts, 1 think we willL.”

‘OUR CRITERIA may be flawed,
but administratars should help us de-
vise an appropriate criteria. Some-
how there has to be a good evalua-
tion of our schools compared with
the money we spend on them.”

Equally important, state adminis-

Garvelink was referring to the
rankings showlng Hamtramck
schools at the top of the 41 urban
schools cvaluated in the $100,000
study entitled “Profillng Michigan
School Districts.”

Hamtramck was followed by Bay
City and Beecher (Flint area). Gar-
den City was 10th, Livenia 21st,

Hazel Park 23rd and Detroit 25th.

trators should be asking some ques’, ;0
dons, Ruff sald, “particutarlly loy,
those districts that spend a lot of
money, yel produce students thai
don’t score well on tests.”
The Oak Park and Ferndale school.
districts are in that category, he
said. S
Conversely, districts in which sty
dents score well, despite littie moa.
ey, should be evalvated to find oui
what educators there are doing we
Ruff sald. -
“Educaters should be asking peoy
ple in Novi, Clarenceville and Avon:
dale what are they doing right that ¢
they can produce students who score
well, even though their distric(s
don’t have a 1ot of money.”

-
Ann Arbor schools were ranked 37th~§
and Mt. Clemens ranked 41st, or fast. ¥

Birmingham was grouped in the
study among 116 suburban schools.!’
cvaluated over elght months, At the
top was Kearsley {Flint area), fol
lowed by Grandville (western Michlv:,
gan) and Genesee {Flint area), ro
spectively.
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