'MDOT endorses

The new target date for taking
bids on the firat construction con-

OLE _Thursday, Novomber 23, 1989

o completion, (1994-95).,

The Michigan Department of
Transportation announced* Monday
s 1t for the allgn-

ct for the proj Haggerty
d Connector Ls October 1990,
The construction fol-

Tv:lsz hase, interchange arca
short of 12 Mile (1990).

® 2nd phase, connection to 12
Mile (1991).

@ 3rd. phase, 12 Mile north to
Pontiac Trall (1992),
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lc’d for approval to the Federal
Highway Admlnistration.

]MDOT spokesman Hank Lotoszin.
sbl sald MDOT hopes to receive fed-
eral approval by next October, at
which time Initial blds could be tak-
en. Lotoszlnski sald the [ive-mite
bgulevard could be completed (n late
1994 ar early 1995,

‘Lotoszinski said the so-called Hag-
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ment of the proposed Haggerty Road
Connector to link I-96 in Novi with
Haggerty Road.

Alternate 4A wlll be the locatlon
of a six- to elght-lane, controlled ac-
cess boulevard running west of Hag-
gerty.

gerty Road connector would provide
new access to the freeway sysiem
that Includes the interchanges of I
96, 1-696, 1-275 and Eight Mile Road.
He also said It would ease traffic
congestion on roads, such as Hagger-
ty, that have become

The i ile-long will

and

provide new access to the I1.88/1-
696/1-275/M-102 freeway system
and relleve congestion on the local
road network. It will redirect locat
traffle patterns to provide a shorter,
more direct connectlon to the free-

and with
businecss Ieaders, resldents and oth-

‘The next step Is preparation of the
final cnvironmental impact state-
ment, to be submitted to the Federal
Highway A for approv-

way system, sald Henry L
MDOT planner.

Selection of the allgnment follows
three years of studles, consultatlons

Some offlctals, such as Walled
Lake school board members, have
formally endorsed a proposal to ex-

tend the new boulevard north from
Pantia¢ Trail to M-59. But MDOT of-
fickals have siressed thal declsions

ped by
moterists due to new resldential and
commercial development In Oakland
County.
The boulevard would be bullt
about a hatf-mile west of Haggerty.
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ter
in comling years.

about ding the wilt
be made Independently and only af-

2l by next summer,

THE CONNECTOR will begin at

boulevard to link

government officlals appear to be-
lieve that “it 1s a foregone conclu-
sion” that the boulevard eventually
would be extended.
“We're agalnst
McEswen safd.
Mecanwhile, McEwen accused
some gov such as West

that, too,”

studles are
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Bloomfield townshlp, of looking at
their own needs without considering
what i3 best for the entlre Metro De-
troit arca,

“Every time you add a few miles

1-86, midway between Haggerty and
Mcadowbrook, and go north to Panti-
ac Trall. Access to the new highway
wlli be at 12 Mile, 13 Mile, 14 Mile,
15 Mile and Pontlac Trail.

All Intersectlons, except 12 Mile,
wlilt be “at-grade™ wlith traffle con-
trol signals. The 12 Mile Intersec-
tlon, due to its proximity to the free-
way system, will be a freeway-type
interchange to provide safe, efflclent

aggerty Connector construction a year away

movement along the congested 12
Mile corridor, Lotoszinski said.

MDOT had planned to begln con-
struction on (he Interchange area
later this year, assuming nccessary '
federal approvals were granted, But’
due to concerns of the reviewing re-
source agencles, (he time needed to

)] the final envir .
fmpact statement has been extend. :
ed.

up with Haggerty

to it (the freeway system), you di-
minlsh the possibllity of ever getting
any kind of mass transportation sys-
tem,” she said. "And that's what we
eed.”

McEwen said she Is “really disap-
polnted” that the West Bloomfield
township board supported a new
boulevard,

However, profect manager Mike
Flajole has sald that 90 percent of
al] comments made by area citizens
at public hearings pointed to a new

boulevard as the most feasible way
ta address traffic problems.

OFFICIALS HAD considered
other options, such as widening the
existing Haggerty Road. But Flajole
sald it could cost as much as $121
million to widen Haggerty, com.
pared to an estimated $75 million
for the new boulevard,

Flajole bas said the federal gov.
crnment Is expected to pay for 76
pereent of the project, with state of.
fictals picking up the remalning tab.
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ITFUR A LIMITED TIME, PURCHASE TWO LUXURIOUS CASHEMERE SWEATERS IN THE STYLE OF YOUR
}CIIOICE ~ CREW, TURTLE ORMOCK TURTLE — FOR ONLY $159. OR CHOOSE ONE SWEATER FOR
JJUST $99. ALL ARE £00% CASIMERE, REGULARLY PRICED AT $t45. AND ALL ARE AVAILABLE IN A
i VARIETY OF LUSCIOUS COLORS. OFFER ENDS NOVEMBER 25TH.
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