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to appear, Flye defendants were ar-
rested Monday when they failed to
respond to the letters.

The consplracy ring operated aver
a five-year period, 1983-88.

ARTHUR STERLING Abrams, a
former Farmington Hlils resident
who Ilved on Shlawassee near Tuck
In Farmington Hills unthl his arrest

“He was e central flgure,” sald Lt.

- James Tuttle of the Southeast Michi-

gan Conspiracy Organization, a re-

glonal pollee organlzation investt-

gating major drug dealers In Mlchl-
gan for the past 18 months,

“He was kind of a focal point of
the consplracy, He dealt with higher-
ups and he dealt with people below
him. A lot of the activity was
focused around his house.

{essor, none of whom, Erle Kaiser,
SEMCO prosecutor, acting as assist-
ant atlarney general, would identify.

“Idon’t think this was whitc collar
by nature, It just happens that a
number of people are professtonal
people,” Kalser sald. “In terms of
their occupations, I'm not sure that
that part Is significant. The thing
that [ have found about cocaine and
other drug use over the last years Is

"They're as critical as people at
the Florida level or South Amerlcan
level because without them, trafflck-
ing doesn't exlst,” Kalser sald. “The
deals were golng on everywhere
where they work, out in parks, out In
the streets.”

THE ATTORNEY general's office
Is hoplng this case will be a deter-
rent to those still trafficking. The

“Essentlally, what happened was
that some hundreds of kilos (of co-
calne} were brought from Florida to
Michigan,” Kalser sald. “We pro-
secuted the heavler people In federal
court and these were some of the
people who were Invalved In a lesser
way."

At the federal lovel, of the 22 ar-
rested, 16 received convictlons, four
had jury trials and two are awalilng

21 charged following probe of cocaine trade

‘1
Igan sources distributing to people
here on a kilo and pound basis, Kal.
ser said,

“This phase mere reflects people
who were distributing ot the lower
level in the gram and ounce quant).
ty,” Kaiser said. "The relattonship 1o
Farmington Hills is the fact that
some of the distributors were refat.
ed here. It's a legal point that you
have to charge a case somewhcre,
and In a consplracy case, you can

on drug charges in December 1987,
was a key source for investlgators,

He's listed repeatedly in a 27-page
federal grand jury drug Indlctment
announced In February by the US.
Attorney's Offlee in Detroit. Investi-
gators described him as an unindict-
ed co-consplrator.

Abrams was described repeatedly
In the indictment for selling or ar-
ranging the sale of kilogram-slzed
quantitles of cocaine to many of the
21 listed in the Indlctment. A kilo-
gram of cocaine |s about 2.2 pounds.

On March 31, 1888, Oakland Coun-
ty Clrcuit Judge Steven Andrews
sentenced Abrams to five years’ pro-
bation, $600 In court costs and 200
hours of community service after he
pleaded gullty to conspiracy to dellyv-

case was orlginally referred by the
Oakland County Prosecutor's Office
to SEMCO, Kalser said,

The defendants will be prosecuted
at the state Jevel.

that it cuts across all eccupations
and economic strata,”

The latest investigation focused on
what Investigators described as low-
to mid-level dealers.

trial, SEMCO Sgt. Raymond White
sald.

Those trled at the federal level in-
cluded Florida defendants and Mich-

(Give The Perfect Gift... )
Shinsettias envjom

“There are stllt people who ha-
ven't been charged. You have to un-
derstand that we have to be able to
prove a case, This baslcally will con-
clude the (18-month) Investigation.”

POLICE WOULD not
Abrams’ current residence.

“I fec), In this case, we have done
our job," Tuttle said. “What Impact
It will have, I don't know. This Is the
first time that we have made the de-
clslon to take this many defendants
to state court. We usually take it to
federal court. That's because the
systems are just different.”

Defendants represented a hroad
range of occupatlons, including two
attorneys, a constructlon company

charge the case anywhere where
some of the aets occurred.”

Police were tipped off by an in.
formant and an Investigation ensucd,

reveat

inser’

er a controlled substance, owner and a part-time college pro- \
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