Safety questioned after
parade’s premature start

By Susan Buck
staft writer

The premature start of North
Farmington High's Homecoming pa-
rade Oct, 28, before a police escort
arrived, ralsed safety questlons and
concerns,

Set to begin by city permit at
11:45 am, that Saturday, the go-
ahead for the parade to begin was
apparcnlly glven mistakenly at 11:30

I}y the time police arrlved, be-
tween 11:35 am. and 11:40 am,, the
parade was in progress, crnaling
what pollee say was a risky situa-
tion.

“The parade accldentally started
at the wrong time,” said Charles Au-
try, North Farmington administra-
tive assistant. "The kids were get-
ting antsy. I ended up at the back of
the parade. I was only there for the
Judging of the parade. The police
were disturbed that the parade had
started.”

Sgl. Ray Cransten, Farmingion
Hills Police Department trafiic sec-
tion supervisor, said when he arr{ved
at work the following Monday, he
received word almost simultancous-

ly from traffic offlcer Don Fradette,
who routincly works these detalls
with three reserve officers, and (rom
Don Cowan, North Farmington prin-
cipal, who called to apologlze for the
mixup,

“Generally, what has transpirec
historlcally is that the schools walt
for a police escort before they begln
the parade,” Cransten sald. “When
the officers arrived just prior to
11:45 a.m., the parade was already
moving. Some persen of authority
obviously initlated It. It was my un-
derstanding the individual who start-
ed the parade wasn't aware.”

“What they (police) found was that
vehleles were stitl golng northbound
on Farmington Road and attempting
to get onto the shoulder, What we
generally do is control traffic at 13
Mile and Farminglon Road and
prohibit nerthbound trallic,” Cran-
ston said.

The route hasn't varied since 1987,
It begins at Forest Elementary on
Q14 Timber, goes cast, then south on
Farmington Road and finally cast
onto the game field.

“IT'S PURE speculation how far
this had gotten on Farmington
Road,” Cranston said. “I don't know
the length of the processlon. I do

know they (the palice) found them on
Farmington Road north of 13 Mile.
Traffle [s a fluid thing that changes
cevery couple of minutes,

“The questlon ts, 'How far away
was the first driver?’ We're to a dif-
ticult posttion once things are under
way. 1 undersiand that Internal ac-
tion in the school system resolved
the problem.”

Cranston sald a Jower tralfic vol-
ume that day prebably helped cut
the risk somewhat.

Cowan admitted mlstakes were
made. “One group thought It was
11:30 a.m.; onc group thought it was
11:45 a.m.. Those things should start
wlth a police escort. All of our forms
tere sald 11:30 a.m. Fortunately, It
(the parade) was golng through a
subdivision and did not create a real
prodlem. The pollce were very tight
on thelr schedule, t's atmost a dead
issue right now."

Cowan s:nid he spoke‘to all p:mlu
o 14

acllon was ukcn. he sald.

“ have spoken to admlnistrators
and they have taken care of It,” said
felen Prutew, school board prest
dent. They have apologized to the
police.”

Hills firefighter contract OK’d

Farmington Hills' full-dime fire-
tighters who belong to the Interna-
tivnal Assoctation of Fire Fighters
will receive 4 percent annual pay
ralses under terms of a new con-
tract,

The three-year pact is ecffective
July 1, 1989 10 June 30, 1992. The
pay raises take effect July 1 of each
year.

The contract covers the city's 12
tull-time fircfighters who belong to
the International Association of Fire
Fighters Local 2659,

It includes improvements in sick
leave, vacation time and life insur-
ance. A cap for tultion reimburse-
ment was removed but prior written
approval from the fire chiel is still

required for reimbursement.

The contract includes a pension
“buy back" provision for firefighters
who formerly served in the mllitary
service, It also Includes drug testing
guidelines.

The union ratified the agreement
Nov. t5. The council approved it
Nov. 20.
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FIRST QUALITY
SWEATSHIRTS

Name brand sweatshirts.
in 11 calors, adult sizes,

ALL CHRISTMAS

l’-llax\ m;ms. and volives.
Reg. 25¢-14.99
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Your Choice
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HOLIDAY LIGHT SETS
Muliicalor or clear bulbs. For
indoor ar outdoor use.

35 LIGHTS
Reg. 2.99

Lo -7 1
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100 LIGHTS 699

CHASER SET 1699

Reg. 24.99

ALL FULL-SIZED LIFE-
LIKE CHRISTMAS TREES

All ate flame retardant, metal
stand included.
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GIFT WRAP AT LT At O AIN
JINGLE BEL
PINE FLORAL SPRAYS g 3% JNGLEREUS,
Rey, 49¢ 5/ 1000 OFF Reg. 594k
e, 79 3/1 00 ALL PLASTER
3
o ' HOUSE KITS &
CHRISTMAS PICKS BOXED % I(E)RZAE'l%lgﬁT
ERRIES ENTS
AND BER ORNAMENT ACRVLIC PAINT
KI'I‘S colors.
Reg. 9 ¢

\11m at. 9:30- ‘)
Sun 1.5

RREN 13 Mllc Rd.
NOVI TOWNE 'TE
E. LANSING 2751 E.

Loewardy kos cerybhing ls make gt ke speciad i Chvisimos!

773-8500 TAYLOR 11500 Telegraph 946-9210
- Southeast corner of 196 & Novi Rd. 347-19-40

r.md River 351.8710

& Shoenhe

Quantities ate limited on

S

ROCHESTER HILLS 1lampton Village Cir. 2831 Rochester Rd, 853-5900
WESTLANID Westridge Shopping Center betneen Newburgh and Wavne R, around comer from Sound World 729-6020

Jules R. Schubot Jewellers...
your passport to

the international watch
collection display.

Nevember 25 and November 29, 1989 Jules R. Schubot
will assemble the Iur),t st display of fine Swiss
timepicees ever seen in Michigan. We witl feature the
international collections of four of the finest wateh-
makers in the world,

Marvel at the Vacheron Constantin ~Kalla™ a bracelet
wateh of ¢ll emerald cut dimonds,

View the international collections of diamond and
calored gemstone watehes from Blanepain and Piaget
befure they return to Enrope.

See the perfection of creativns by Gerald Genta, the
master of complicated timepieces.

This once in a fifetime o
opportunity to view millions of
dollars of the worlds finest
watches lasts only two duys,
Tuesday and Wednesday
November 28 and November
24, 1984 in our Troy salon.

JULES R. SCHUBOT JEWELLERS
3001 W, Big Beaver Rd. Suite 112 « Troy, MI 48084
(313) 649-1122

FYI'CAN MAKE
YOUR HOLIDAY
LESS HECTIC.
IN SEARCH OF THE
PERFECT HOLIDAY
DRESS! AVOID THE
THRONGS OF SHOPZERS
AND LET OUR
PROFESSIONAL STAFF
OF CONSULTANTS SHOP
FOR TOU. AND iF 1T°§
A GIFT YOU'RE
LOOKING FOR, WE'LL
HELP YOU FIND 1T
WE'LL MEET WITH YOU
AND GATHER ALL THE
INFORMATION WE NEEO
TO FIND THE PERFECT
PRESENT—INFORMATION
ABOUT COLOR
PREFERENCES, SIZES,
HOBBIES. ETC. WE'LL
EVEN HAVE YOUR GIFT
WRAPPED FOR A
SPECIAL TOUCH. SOME
THINGS ARE TOO
GOOD TO BE TRVE.
GIVE US A CALL AND
LET US KNOW HOW WE
CTAN SERVE YOU,
FYI® 15 A
COMPLIMENTARY
WARDROBE AND
SHOPPING SERVICE.
CALL TODAT FOR YOUR
APPOINTMENT,
NORTHLAND ¢43-¢170
EASTLAND 245.2252 H
OAKLAND $97.2020 N
§97-202¢ {(MEN'S) !
FALALANE 5933231,
EXT. 1113
"“L"s%“ 3480231,

lAKﬂID! U7 IUI
3 14

SUMMIT FLAC[ 835084




