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Reapportionment: Dems eye Broomfield seat

leglstatlve reapportionment; the fed- -

By TIm Richard
staff writer

Chambers of commerce and state
Republicans are ralsing money for a
1990 baitle over congressional and
legislative reapportlonment. They
fully cxpect organized labor will be
active en the Democratle side.

"Reapportionment glves us In the
buslness communlty the best chance
to see change In Congress, the state
Legislature and county boards,” said
Robért LaBrant, vice president, gen-
eral, counsel and lobbylst for the
Michigan State Chamber of Com-
merce,

Metropolltan suburbs could lose
two congresstonal scats, galn a state
Senate seat and probably gain a
state House scat, he said. The party
that wins control of the State Capitol
n 1920 will wrile the apportlonment
laws,

With 98 percent of U.S. represent-
atives routincly reclected, LaBrant
told a western Oakland County audi-
ence, the makeup of Congress can be
changed only after a 10-year US.
censils,

“Reapportlonment is the most im-
portant politica) decislon to be made
in a decade,” he told a luncheon au-
dience of chamber leaders in Novl.

MICHIGAN WILL lose two of Its
18 House scats by 1992, it is widely
agreed.

*Detrolt will continue to have two
districts. Somewhere in the suburban
ring wlll absorb the loss,” he said.

Republlcans will target the 14th
District scat of Dennis Hertel, D-De-

. i Dolls to Love

Baby & Todalor Dolls
0ol Clothes & Trurtks
Bugges & Strotars
Beds & Cradles

‘Reapportionment is the most
important political decision to be

made in a decade.’

— Robert LaBrant

State Chamber of Commerce

1968, may have a shot
at control of the stale House,” said
LaBrant, adding that Democrats
have their shot, too.

“For us In the business

1950s. Reason: The State Apportion-
ment Commission always had dead-
locked, 4-4, along party lines, forcing
the high court itself to handle legls-
lative reappor So the State

Ly, palltles will not get any cheaper.
Swing districts wlll be very expen-
slve,” he sald,

ON THE LEGISLATIVE side, La-

trolt; Democrats wlll target clther
the 18th District of Willlam Broom-
{leld, R-Blrmingham, or the 2nd Dls-
trict of Carl Pursell, R-Plymouth.

Chamber offlcials are secking
donations of $19.89 (no corporatc
checks) for their political action fund
to aid candidates. Amy Hamlin of
the Novi chamber said the fund will
be used only In legislative races, not
local oncs.

State Rep. Willis Bullard, R-Mil-
ford, Is leading a Michigan Reappor-
tionment Fund that LaBrant sald
will ralse money for computer sup-
port and possible Hitigation,

He said chambers are belng asked
to ald that fund. He reported the
state chamber gave $10,000 and lo-
cal chambers a total of $12,000.

“Attorneys aren’t cheap,” added
Bullard, “It costs money to fight a
battle Ilke that.”

BIG WINNERS [n Congress after
the census wlll be Californla, 4-6
scats; Texas, 3-4; Florida, at least &;
Arizona and Georgla, 1-2 each,

Big losers will be New York, 3;
Pennsylvania, 2-3; Michigan, Ohio

and Illinois, 2 each.

Congresslonlal  reapportionment
will be done by act of the Michigan
Legislature. Currently the state
louse is 61-49 Democratic, the Sen-
ate Is 20-18 Republlcan, and the gov-
crnor who slgns bllls is a Democrat
~a Ible political deadlock un-

pass|
less the 1990 elections change things.
“In 1992, for the first time since

Lvery year hundreds of thousands of
kids are thrown away, 'ut out onto the
streets. With no job, no money and

© Twice a week is better

h o go. But now there is a
number for kids to call, The Covenant
House Nineline helps kids with food,
clothing, a place to sleep and, most of

Brant p Detrolt will luse one
of lts state Senate seais and that jt
will probably go semewhere In Oak-
land or Macomb countics,

Detrolt will lose three or four
state House seats, Western Oakland
and Llvingsten counties wiil galn one
of them, he predicted.

Reapportionment of the Legisla-
ture will be done by the Leglslature
itself for the flrst tlme since the

all, someone to ulk to. To get h«.lp n
your hometown, call our Nineline)
1-B0-999-9944 It's free,

Nineline
1-800-999-9989
Anytime,
Anywhere.

Supreme Court declared the Appor-
tionment Commisslon invalld.

1In 1991, courts will Intervenc only
If the Leglslature Is deadlocked, The
State Supreme Court would handle

cral court, congressional reappor-
tlonment.

In addition, the U.S. Supremo ::
Court ruled In 1986 that partlsan - -

gerrymandering Is subject to court
Jurlsdletion, LaBrant sald. But the
courts have never taken a ease In
which partisan gerrymandering was
charged.
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MICHIGAN GROWS
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DEGREES.
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It's Time You Owned
The Real Thing.

A lot of people think owning a home is simply out of their
reach. Standard Federal is out to change that perception.

We offer a variety of fixed and adjustable rate mongages o
suit your needs in amounts as low as $5,000. We also
have a number of special programs designed for low and
moderate income families.

Owning a home is a wonderful dream. We think making
it a reality is even better.

Standard Federal Bank
Savings/Financial Services

1-B00/522-5900
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