Farmington Hills' newest police officers are
{trom left) Michael Ciaramitaro, James Knit-

Hills gets
5 new
officers

Five new Farmington Hiils po-
lice offlcers graduated from the
Oakland Potlee Academy on Nov.
17 after 12 weeks of trainlng.

The new officers are Michael
Ciaramltaro, 21, James Knittel,
21, Lawrence Luttrel], 22, Pame-
la Rathgeb, 26, and Madcleine
Zimmer, 24.

The five new officers bring the

department’s strength to 95
sworn officers.

“The additional officers will
enable the department to provide
an even greater concentration of

personnel in the nelghborhoods,”
Pollce Chlef Willlam Dwyer said.

The new offlcers started thetr
law enforcement careers in the
police cadet program.

tel, Pamela Rulhgcb, Lawrence l.uurell and
Medeleine Zimmer,

. They now will begln the second
phase of their 18-month training

program.

Uncertainty over library costly at polls

Continued from Page 1

branch) away. They just thought we
were real palve in our dealings.”
Lanigan said.

Farmington Wills Mayor Terry
Sever agreed.

"I felt the citics should have
scrapped the idea (of having It deed-
cd for a public use, such as senlor
cltizen center). The clties should
probably have made a decision;
made a statement on it.”

LIBRARY DIRECTOR Beverly
Papai is expected 1o re-analyze the
bond proposal and operating tax
ameunts.

Mcetings are expected with the
city councils te discuss the sale of
the existing Hbrary before trustees
firm up declisions.

Olficlals are questioning the pro-
posed site on the north side of 12
Mile, just east of Halsted Some vot-
ers, trustees said, felt the site was
not centrally located.

Some library officials want to look
at commercially zoned property. But
real estate representatives  cau-
tioned the property would be maore
ive than land s

better option than expanding the ex-
isting facility or expandlng on acre-
age just west of the llbrary,

“This is not a good butlding to add
ontn,” Yaverski said, “It (adjacent
land) adds pruhlcms because that
land has its problems.”

Trustecs determined that a special
clection April 10 would give the pro-
posed ballat questions & better
chance at success because of the
tack of compctition from other bal-
1ot issues. A special election would

The August primary will have an
Oakland County request for one-
cighth mll) for county library ser-
vlees, particularly the library for the
blind. The new 80,000-squarc-foot
building would not include a library
for the blind.

Trustees are concerned about vot-
ers’ perception of the library spend-
Ing $25,000 vn a spectal election,

But trustees will explain the need
for the special eleetlon, they said. In-

P
zoned.

LIBRARY OFFICIALS are cer-
1ain that buitding a main library Is &
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cost an $25,000, Papai
sald.
“I feel if we could have our own

creasing constructlon costs, land
costs and purchase optlon costs play
a role In the need for a new clection
clection, it would certainly clear the  as soon as possible, trustee Ernest
water Lanigan sald. Sauter sald.
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of tcaching experlence, “is a detall
we can not Ignore,” she said.

With Flanagan's experience and
qualifications, some school officlals
argued that North Central would
averlook his lack of classroom expe-
rlence.

1f Flanagan is named to the job,
the district would be issued 2 clta-
tlon, acknowledgtng it devlated from
North Central standards,

But if Flanagan fulfllis his pledge
to meet the two-year classroom
teachlng standard, “and makes prog-
ress” while superintendent, Farm-
ington Public Schools will not lose
accreditatlon, Stoelton said.

Notth Central s “not a nitpicking
organizatlon, trying to pull out Uttle
things here and there. They are there
to help develop the quality of educa-
tion that Farmington s noted for,”
said Don Cowan, North Farmington
High School principal,

“I believe they (North Central)
would conslder us at thls time be-
cause there is no doubt that in the

last four months, the quality of edu-
catlon has prospered
quality and merale of the staff and

because of the

the community," Cowan added,
The school board referred the

questlon of Flanagan's lack of class-

room experience to its attorney, J.
Kingsley Co\lon so he can respond
toit by

AT FIRST, Flanagan, known for

an open management style and an
ability to talk in layman's terms,
sald he didn't Intend to become a
candldate for the job,

“I'm overwhelmed by the support
I have recelved from the board, the

community and the staff,” be sald

lanagan

Tuesday. “That has made a big dif- :
ference te me. With thelr support, T *

think it would be great to keep the
ball rolling.”

“As an educator, I am dead se-
rious about this next decade,” Flana-
gan said. “ bave some real concerns
about kids on a national level, oo,
My maln concern is keeping them tn
scnool and keeping them away from

druy

i Flzmgan Is pamed superintend-
cnt, he plans to continue efforts to
unlly the staff and to recognlze

teachers for outstanding achleves '

ment.

He also plans to promote commu-
nity support for school kssues. To-

gether with the schoo) board, “there
Is no stopping what we can do," he
said.

“] THOUGHT i1 was interesting
that durlng the superintendent
search, they {the consultants) stated
that they wanted a clone of Michael
Flanagan, when we had Michael

Flanagan in our own back yard,” -

sald Kathleen Web, a Farmington

teacher and mother of two clemen- -

tary school chlldren.

Flanagan “has a lot of vision, ex- o

treme attention to detall, a real han-
dle on financlal matters and Is an
bonest man,” Web added.

Flanagan doesn't bave a doctor-

ate, which the school board lsted" . -

among preferred credentlals Nov. 8.

Screening candidates for the job,

was scheduled to begin March 3 with
selection In Apri). The new schoal
chief was to assume duties July 1.

When Lewls resigned In June, he
was carning $100,000 annually plus
benefits. In September, Flanagan's
salary was increascd to $93,720 for
the 1989-90 school year.
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