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A Family Vacation Turns Into

Mission Trlp To

By MARGARET MILLER
Church Editor

**We had the opportunity to
spread the gospel-to be mis-
“sionaries in our own way.”
sald John van der” Harst,
head of the family that lives
at 14306 Henry Rulff, Livonia

*‘We gained more than we
gave," added his wife, Lynn.

*X got to know a lot of the
kids,” reported 14-year-old
Carol.

“*And I had fun making tor-
tillas and riding the big tur-
tles,”” put in Peter, just
turned seven.

Thus members of the van
der Harst family summed up
a mission-yacation they re-
cently completed to the Yu-
catan peninsula in Mexico.
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THE STORY of their trip
really begins many years
ago when a missionary cou-
ple, David and Elva Legters,
began working with the Maya
Indians on the peninsula in
eastern Mexico that juts up
into the Caribbean and lies
only 150 miles or so across
the water from both New
Orleans and Cuba.

Years later the Legters'
son, Dave, married Jean
Edwards, a member of Ward
Memorial United Presby-
terian Church in Detroit,
which the van der Harst fam-
ily attends.

That meant close ties be-
tween the Detroit church and
the little Yucatan mission.
Two summers ago John van
der Harst helped recruit and
train a group of young people
from the church to visit the
Yucatan to help in the mis-
sion there.

“I came to know Dave
Legters through the letters
we exchanged ovef that
youth trip,” van der Harst
said. '

AND 80 last fall, as the
family began 'considering a
Christmas vacation trip,
thoughts turned more and
more to the mission.

“We thought there might
be quite a bit we could do to
help,” Mrs. van der Harst
said. “Vandy can fix any-
thing, and I can type, and we
were sure there would be
many smaller jobs for the

League Hears

The Parent Teacher
League of Faith Lutheran
Church, 3000 Five Mile, Li-
vonia, will hold a “mutual
discussion” panel with three
foreign exchange students,
Monday, Jan. 25, at 8 p.m.

Guest moderator for the

MISSION WORK — .Both these pictures
show memberls of the John van der Harst family

children. We wrote that we'd
like to come and help and
also take some time for rest
and sightseeing.”

The family, also including
-young John, 15, and Debbie,
10, set off two weeks before -,
Christmas, driving their bus
to Merida, population center
of the Yucatan and site of the
Legters home.

They took along tools for
repair work, lots of warm
sweaters collected by the
church because the Legters
had written that the people
there needed them for chilly
nights, and John's trumpet
and Debbie’s oboe.

They stayed a few days in
a hotel, then moved into the
Legters home, which they
described as *‘grand central
station.”

“There was always some-
one dropping in for a meal or

. to stay a night or two,” Mrs.

van der Harst said. “We

planned Christmas dinner for

16, and by the time we sat

down there were 23 people.”
“ s e

VAN DER HARST de-
scribed the mission's opera-
tion as *‘most exciting.”

Its basic idea, he ex-
plained, is that of an exten-
sion school with seminary
classes right in the area so
that many local ministers

can be trained to serve the
villages.

"It used to be that promis-
ing young people would be

sent to seminary in Mexico"

City,” he added. “Many of
them never returned--they
went on to church else-
where.

“Now the seminary is months.

coming to them

VAN DER HARST made
several jeep trips with Dave
Legters along the barely

passable roads to remote set- .

tlements, picking up semi-
nary students along the way
for a day of classes.

“These people are so hun-
gry for the word of God that
they give up a great deal-
like a day’s pay every week
— to get it. And the smallest
communities, some only 30
families. are beginning, to
support their own pastors.

“The church there is most
vital--not staid and dead.”

Besides traveling to the
outlying missions, . van der
Harst made rerairing the
mission’s mimeograph ma-
chine his special project. The
family also helped conduct
church services, with John
and Debbie playing their in-
struments.

“They even found a cello

Discuss Views AFS Students

panel will be Mrs. Jane Bir-
kett. ‘The students will dis-
cuss their views and com-"
pare home environments,
family life, dating and educa-
tion. A question and answer
period will follow. '

The three parelists will be

Lizzette Contreras from the
Honduras, Sven Flintull from
Sweden and Anneli Muller
from Finland. All are in the
U.S. under the sponsorship of
a local chapter of the Ameri-
can Field Service and two
are guests of members of
Faith Lutheran.

of Livi
camp

nia working in the
in Mexico’s Yucatan

for Carol to play,” her

mother sald

THE LATTER part of the
stay in the Yucatan, the fam-
ily spent! at a seaside camp
owned by the mission and
used by families for church
gatherings in the summer

had built a dining
hall there,” van der Harst
said; “‘bBut they used the
wrong kind of wood and ter-
mites gol in, so the roof col-
lapsed.
“We spent quite a bit of
time dismantling the col-
lapsed rgof to save the grass
in it. They'll rebuild later.™
PR

BEFORE starting home,
}he van der Harsts managed
a day or two frolicking in the
clear Carribean and trying to
ride the giant turtles there.

They brought back souve-
nirs like hammocks, used for
both beds and chairs in the

]
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Lynne Davis, a senior at
the University of Michigan,
will present an organ recital
Sunday, Jan. 24, at 7 p.m.. in
the Rosedale Gardens United
Presbyterian Church, 9601
Hubbard, Livonia.

This isjthe second event in
the Sanctuary Series pre-
sented by the music depart-
ment of the church.

Miss Davis's selections for
the program will include
works by Bruhns, Dandrieu,
Bach, Franck,
Vierne and Messiaen.

Miss Davis comes from
East Lansmg and is studying
organ and piano in the school
of music honors program..
She has 'appeared frequently
as substitute organist at
churches in Lansing and Ann
Arbor. !

The public is invitéd to the
recital, for which there is no
charge. ‘A reception will be
held in Fellowship Hall after
lhe pmgram

Women Plan
Jom& Meeting

A 1mn; meeting of Tikvah,
andel§ and Galilee Chap-
ters, B'nai B'rith Women,
will be held Tuesday, Jan. 26,
“at 12 npon, in Beth Hillel
Synagog, Greenfield at Vas-
sar, Detroit.

The featured speaker for
the afternoon will be Dr.

theran Church of Datro Edward |Leibson, executive
Mcs. Axeison. died T M
o o hoasn hod ived i P director] of NARCO

Survivors inchude: son, Wilkam of Far-
mington and five grandchkdren.

(Narcoties Addiction Reha-
bilitation Coordinating Organ-
ization)| Dessert luncheon
will follow.

catan

Yu

Presbyterian mission
peninsula.

area, some lovely embroi-
. dered dresses, cut on straight

lines and worn by all the
women there, and some
purses and mats made of
henequen, the hemp-type
material grown on the Yuca-
tan, :

More important, they
brought back memories of a
hospitable people, completely
accepting a proud heritage,
and of a church fast advanc-
ing under the leadership of
dedicated missionaries.

“It was a [antastic experi-
ence,” John van der Harst

- concluded.

URCH

Pres—by‘terian Men Meet
Ta Discuss Union Plan

The Detroit Council of Church (Disciples of Christ),

United Presbyterian Men will
hold a winter retreat at
YMCA Camp O - Hi - Yesa in
Highland - Milford area Fri-
day and Saturday, Feb. 5 and

Those wishing to attend
should register with the De-
troit Council United Presby-
terian Men, 10600 Puritan,
Detroit, 48238, telephone 345-
6550.

THE PURPOSE of the re-
treat is to discuss the new
plan of union for the Church
of Christ Uniting. Churches
participating in this plan of
union are the African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, the
African Methodist Episcopal
Zion Church. the Christian

the Christian Methodist Epis-
copal Church, the Episcapal
Church, the Presbyterian
Church in the US., the,
United Church of Chnsl the
United Methodist Church,

and the United Preshy(enan
Chun:h in the US.A.

After 10 years of work, the
nine communions have now
proposed a plan of union,
suggesting .not a merger of
churches, but a renewed
church embodying the best of
several traditions, ‘‘truly
catholic, truly evangelical
and truly reformed.”

The speaker and discussion
leader at the retreat will be
Dr. Donald Black. general
secretary of the Commission
on Ecumenical Mission and

Relations'of the United Pres-
byterian Church.

AS PART OF Dr. Black's
responsibilities in the work of
ecumenical mission, he has
traveled to Asia, Africa, the
Middle East, Europe and
Latin America.

He is chairman of the
committee on World Literacy
and Christian Literature of
the "Nationa! Council of
Churches.

Cost of the retreat is $20,
which includes four meals,
and ope night's lodging. It is
payable in advance.
Participants must supply
their own towels, soap, pillow’
and bedding. Checks should
be made payable to the De-
troit Council United Presby-
terian Men. .

Gideons Meeting In Lansing

More than 150 Mm}ugan

tract rhinistry, distribution

Gideons Internatiodal,

members are taking part in ministry here and abroad and which has branches like the

the Michigan Gideon Leader-
ship‘Conference Saturday.
Jan. 23, in East Lansmg

a new memorial Bible pro-
gram through which any citi-
zen can send Bibles in honor

Michigan Camp and the Capi-
tol City Camp, in 86 nations,

The conference is being of a deceased person to any Places Bibles in hotel, motel

held in the Kellogg Center for
Continuing Education.

part of the world.
Sunday the Capnol City

_and hospital rooms and pre-
“sents black testaments to

Activities to be reviewed Camp of Gideons will hold its Service inductees. Its auxil-
will include county and state apnual rally with visitations: iary presents white Bibles to

fair ministry, jail ministry.
induction center ministry,

to 80 churches in the Lansing’
area.

nurses. In all, 7,250,000 Bibles
are‘dislribuled each year.
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