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INCE TIME Immemorlal
women have been draplng

themselves in strands of lus-

trous, elegant pearls. The
semi-precious spheres have been
found in anclent tombs in Syrla and
Egypt, in Indlan burial sltes along
the Mississippl and In Central Amer-
ican temples, The oldest pear] neck-
lace in existence, now in the Cairo
muscum  belonged to a Persian
queen cirea 2300 B.C.

Since then the little round wonders
have bounced in and out of fashlon
fortune. By all accounts they've
staged another comeback, this one
prompted in part by the jewelry of
choice of the new First Lady, Barba-
ra Bush. (Don't tell anyone, but the
lady’s pearls are fakes — created by
Kenneth Lane — but fakes neverthe-
less)

The Jewelry Industry Council in
New York supplled the rescarch ma-
terials for this cverything-you-al-
ways-wanted-to-know artlcle about
the pearls you wear around your
neck,

Untit the 20th century pearls were
aquatic accldents of nature re-
trieved by divers. Despite the ro-
mance surrounding pearls, the natu-
ral pearl g a rather unromantle oc-
currence, It forms In a saltwater or
freshwater mollusk — usually oy-
ster, but also mussel or abalone
when an irritant lodges in the shell.

The animal reacts by secreting
nacre, a crystallne substance whose
basts is calelum carbonate. As thin
concentric layers of nacre bulld up,
the pearl acquires its particular re-
fractive quality, called luster. The
thicker the nacre, the higher the
luster.

“MAN'S HUNGER for pearls led
to the depletion of natural oyster
beds,” sald Steffan Allettl, president
of the Jewelry Industry Council,
“then to the development of a new
science and the multi-blilion doar
cultured pear) industry.”

By the end of the 181h century nat-
ural pearl beds were exhausted. In
1893 the one-tlme noodle vendor
Koichi MIkimoto succeeded In Im-
planting objects Into the oyster to be
covered with nacre. When the meth-
od was reflned to produce the per-
fectly round pearls the science and
industry of pear] culturing was born.
Cultured pearls now make up the
majarity of the world's pear] trade.

South Seas pearls are the clite of
the pear] world although they've
never numbered more than 2 per-
cent of the output. Japanese cultiva-
tors have control of the mass market
with the United States the largest
importer. And in the past decade,
freshwater cultured pearls from
lakes and rlvers in Japan and China
and the Tennessee and Wabash riv-
ers In the United States have been
maklng inroads.

Go to great lengths

The most common lengths for unl-
form pearl strands are:

Choker =~ 14-16 Inches,

Princess — 17-19 inches.

Matlnee — 20-24 inches,

Opera = 28-30 Inches,

Rope — anything longer than op-
era, usually 31-47 Inches. Also called
sautolr or lariat,

Try the strands on to sce if they fit
properly. A choker should nestle at
the base of the throat. A matinee
strand should reach the top of the
cleavage and a princess strand falls
between the two. Some opera-length
necklaces come apart for use as a
bracelet/matinee combination.

Treat pearls with care

For pearls to stay beautiful for
long periods of time they must be
treated with tender, loving care, ac-
cording to the Jewelry Industry
Council In New York.

Every owner should follow a few
slmple but Important rules for maln-
talning the loveliness of all genulne
pearls, natural or cultured, the coun-
cil sald,

® Pearls should be strung with
knots between the spheres. The knots
keep them from touching and dam-
aging each other,

The string on which they are
strung, especially if It's a naturat {i-
ber, should never be allowed to get
wet. And the pearls should occasion.
ally be restrung.

By Debblo Sklar
speclal writor

As the winter breezes nlp at our
noses, one lucky soul won't have to
worry about wrapplng hersell in Jay-
ers of clothing — she'll be llving in
East Afrlca. But It's not golng to be
all fun and games.

‘All my expenses will
be paid for, including
room, board and
allowance. In return 'l
be acting as a Googwill
Ambasgador to the
people in Tanzania,
where V'l be residing.’

— Melissa Joy

® Never put on pearls until aiter
you've applied makeup and periume,
as chemleals can harm the pearls’
finish,

For the same reason, never
immerse pearls o chemleal or acld
solutlons. Forget about ultrasonle or
steam-cleaning. The romantic story
of the pearl that Cleopatra “drank™
is based on fact — pearls can dis-
solve.

@ Protect. pearls from perspira-
tlon and a dusty, damp atmosphere
by wiping them with a chamols-llke
cloth afier each wearing. Keep them
tn a closed, soft-lined box when they
aren't being worn,

® Avoid dropplng or banging
pearls down on a hard suriace.

Freshwater pearls, sometimes
called Biwas after Japan's Lake
Biwa are baroque and range in size
and shape from that of a crinkly
Rtlee Krisple to large lrregularly
shaped plcces,

TIIE TREMENDOUS range In
pear] prices Is reflective of quality
and scarcity. In pearls of any cate-
gory, only a small percentage of the
yearly crop Is of gem, or fine quati-
ty, the equivalent of flawlessness
when Judged by its stze, color, round-
ness, cleanness, luster, color and sur-
tace perfection.

Some factors considered In grad-
ing:
® Slze. The length of time in the
oyster determines the layers of
nacre and therefore the slze. Gener-
ally, the harvesting of a pearl comes
alter three to seven years In the oy-
ster. Generally large pearls are
more costly. A 50 percent Increase in
size can vesult in a 500 percent ln-
creasc in cost,

® Color. The uncommon black
and green pearls are rarest and most
expensive. Biggest-selling shades
are “champagne,’ a deep cream
shade and the desirable “rose-
white.” While the color has an effect
on price, It has nothing to do with
quality. Some pearls are artlilelally
dyed but It tends to reduce the
luster, eliminating the pearl's “over-
tone”,

& Luster, Light reflections have a
dramatic effect on beauty. Luster Is
the deep-seated glow formed by the
refraction of light thraugh the nacre
erystals, which creates iridescent
beams of color. All cther factors
being equal, the higher the luster, the
more valuable the peari.

® Shape. Most pearls are slightly
off round. Perfectly round pearls are
the most costly, but only if they have
high luster.

© Spotting. A bad quallty pearl is
one that Is cracked, chipped, badly
blemished or not fully coated with
nacre. The closer the blemishes are
to the drill hole, the less notlceable
they will be.

Some olher items of interest:

Mabe pearls are large hemispheri-
cal pearls grown as a blister on the
shel) of the oyster and used In ear-
rings angd pins because of their flat
base.

Pearls are measured in milllme-
ters from £tamm to 9mm with émm
to 7mm most popular, A milimeter
is approximately one twenty-flfth of
aninch.

Faux pearls or simulated pearls
are glass beads coated in irldescent
nacre from fish scales. The more
times the pearl Is dipped, the more
iridescence. Faux pearls lack the
subtle luster of cultured pearis, but
sometlmes the only way to tell is by
touch, Fakes are completely smooth.
Real pearls have a gritty surface,
which can be felt by rubbing agalnst
your teeth,

The simplicity of peari carrings and single
strand gots a dressier look with an enhancer.

recious pearis

The centuries-old favorites are staging another comeback
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The Peace Corps

Her goal of becoming ambassador is launched in East Africa

“I'm nervous, but I'm really took-
Ing forward to the experience,” sald
Mellssa Joy, 22, who left last month
to Joln the Peace Corps In Tanzanla,

As part of her job with the Peace
Corps, Joy will be teaching a course
called “Women In Development” at
a local university in Tanzania, In es-

sence It will be n home economles
class, she satd.

A graduale of Harrison High
School, Jay is a member of Orchard
United Methodist Church in Farm-
ington Hllls and Is a resldent of West
Bloom!leld. She attended Ohio Uni-
versity In Athens, Ohlo, where she
majored in flnance and minored in
political science.

“After 1 graduated, thoughts of
law school entered my mind. But my
ultimate goal has always been (o be-
come an ambassador, and my mom
thought the Pcace Corps would be a
great place (o get some experience.

“I SEE the Peace Corps as a per-
fect way for me to move closer to
my lifetime goal. Working for the
government or olher countries has
always really intrigued me.”

Joy|was so Intrigued that during
the spring term of her junfor year in
col!egy. she went into the recrult-
ment office of the Peace Corps at
QOtslo University nnd.(lllgd out an ap-

Some of the questions asked about
her educationa! background and
skills, she said,

IN ADDITION to filling out the
20-page application, Joy had to seck
out elght letters of personal recom-
mendatlons, which would later be
sent to Washington. She also had to
have a complete medical examina-
tlon to prove she was healthy.

Obvlousty Joy flited out the appli-
catlon well, because the Detrolt off-
[ce called her last summer for an in-
terview, which lasted an hour and a

half.

“In addltlon to showing me a mov-
ie wlith three people that were cur-
rently actlve with Lhe Peace Corps,
the Interviewer asked me a lot of
questlons on how I would handle a
certaln problem if it arose, They re-
ally want to sce if you're a ratlonal
human being.”

‘The Interviewer said he would rec-
ommend Joy to the program and for-
warded her name to the Chicago off-
ice. From Lhere, everything l{ _scnt to

plcatlon. The

was sent (o (he Detroit office of the
Peace Corps.

“The application was amazing,”
she said, rolllng her eycs backward,
“It was about 20 pages long, and it
asked everything and anything that
you could possibly imagine.”

the h ters In

which makes the final decislon. Just
one of seven applicants makes it to
the top, Joy sald,

THE FINAL word in Joy's case
resulted In a two-year stint In Tanza-
nfa, which began in October, She had
a three-day seminar In Atlanta with

other Peace Corps employees prior
ta departing for Tanzania.

"All my expenses will be pald for
including room, board and allow-
ance. In return T'll be acting as a
goodwlll ambassador to the people
in Tanzanla where I'll be residing.”

The application asked her to list
three choiees of where she would
like to be statloned.

“My flrst choice was somewhere
in the Carlbbean,” she satd, laughing.
“Then 1 thought marc realistically
and decided on Tanzanla as my sec-
ond cholce because it is a stable
country.”

TANZANIA IS on the Indian
Occan, north of Kenya, south of Mo-
zamblque and west of Zaire. The na-
tlon has 21.7 million resldents. The
capltal is Zanzlbar, which has a pop-
ulatlon of 600,000,

Tanzania is slightly smaller than
Texas and New Mexico comblned. In
1985 the per-caplta income was list-
od at $200, The Infant mortality rate
is 110 out of 1,000. Life expectancy
is 52. The llteracy rate is 80 percent.
The country's offlclal languago Is
Engilsh.

There are hundreds of tribes. Thir-
ty-flve percent of the population Is of
the Muslim falth,

“AS AMERICANS we were told

The pearls are furnished courtesy of Karago-
sion and Sons Jewelers, Sylvan Lake.

that we could not go over to thelr
country and talk about America as
being so great. As employees of the
Peace Corps, we are to go to the
country where we arc statloned and
live with them like we were one of
them. We are to act as If we are sl-
lent leaders.

"You can answer quesilons about
America, but you are notl te divulge
any Information about our country.”

Alter her Lwo-year stay In Tanza-
nla, Joy hopes to come back to Mich-
igan and foin the federal reserve, she
sald

EVERYONE SHE knows Is excit-
cd for her, she said.

“My parents are already planning
to come and visit me ofter I've been
there for a year. Sure, I'm going to
miss everything and everyone here,
but I can always call home.”

Trylng to remain opUmlistle, “I'm
really rather excited about thls
whole experience, but at the same
time I'm somewhat skeptical,” she

sald,

“The good thing about the Peace
Corps Is that if I don't llke 1t alter
one month I can come home. It'a nol
1ike the Army where once you're in,
you can't gel out.

“I'm planning on glving it at least
slx months before 1 declde to toss {n
the towel.”
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