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Molorists traveling  congested,
patholed Eight Mile will sce some
relief next summer with the planned
widening of the thoroughfare from
Halsted to 1-275.

“There's a lot of development tak-

ing place on the Livonia side,” said
David Call, Farmington Hills assist-
ant cily manager, “\WWhat with exlst-
ing traffic, there’s a lot of congestion
and safety problems.”

The road will be widened from the
existing two lanes to two lanes in
cach direction with a cenler lane for
turns, The widening is part of a larg.

er project extending 2% -miles from
Halsted to Silver Springs Parkway In
Northville. Total cost of the project,
from Halsted into Northville, tops an
estimated $4.6 mlllion. The section
bordering  Farmington Hills and
Livonia will cost an estimated $1.5
million.

A federal grant will help pay 75

percent of the widening costs, with
Oakland and Wayne counties also
contributing for improving the coun-
ty road. Under state law, Farming-
ton Hills and Livonia arc obligated
to pay equal shares for the improve-
ments.

THE WIDENING will cost Farm-
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ington Hills an estimated $96,000,
available in the city's projected
1990-9] road improvement budget,
Call said.

The tolal project costs in the Novi
streteh is an estimated $3 million,
with state Transportation Economic
Development Funds paying 75 per-
cent, $2.2 million.

This is a view of Eight Mile,
where 1-275 crosses, looking
west toward Haggerty.

dening planned for 8 Mile Road

The widening from Halsted to 1
275 will leave less than two miles,
between Farmington and Halsted
roads, that need widening. The sep-
ments are expected to be improved
in the 1991 and 1992 construction
svasons, should federa! financing or
state transporation development
money become available, Cal! said

12 Mile to be expanded with help of state grant

* By Joanno Maliszawak|
stolt writer

phase, from Farmington Road to the Drake
Road intersection, is expected to cost $6.1
million.

City officials have planned for years to
widen the office corridor, not only to relieve
the congestion and increasing  accident
record, but ta provide for economic develop-
ment.

It always backs up. Quite frankly, { plan
my appointments around the peak traffic
times. When [ don't, I find I have 1o be pa-
tient and just wait to pull into tratfic when I
can,” Bush said.

for the first phase. City officlals are now ap-
plying for the same type of grant for the
second phase, fram Halsted to Haggerty. Es-
timated cost of the second phase is in the $6
million range, assistant city manager David
Call said.

City officials applied for the grants under
the state fund's economic growth category
for arcas experiencing growth atong a major
road that is incapable of handling the cong
growth.

The congestion along 12 Mile has been *a
negative condition™ for both existing busi-
ness and businesses that have considered lo-
cating along the office corridor, Bush said.

“I'hear it almost on a regular basls.”

The th ghfare “is lagging™ behind the

growth, Call said

“I think this will improve the potential for
it (business growth).”

Nissan Rescarch and Development, for
example, is building a 400,000-square-foot
facility in the new Country Club Corporate
Park on the southeast corner of 12 Mile and
Haggerty.

“We need to improve the road for the
tion that's alrcady there. plus new
traffic,” Call said.

1f the grant application is approved, con-
struction on the second phase is expected to
begin the following year. The project's third
phase would run from Drake to Halsted.

won't follaw each continous mile of the road.
some trafiic backup is expected, The Drake
to Halsted mile Is the last phase because
there s no bullding in that area. That phase
may fall under the transportation fund's
congeslion category for state financing. Call
said.

Mary Bush knows there’s going 1o be some
suffering when construction begins next
summer to widen heavily congested 12 Mile
in Farmington Hills. But it's worth enduring
for a multimillion-dollar, four-lane boule-
vard west thraugh the office corridor.

“We're just theidled. §'s going 1o be won-
derful. And it's certainly overdue,” said
Bush, executive assistant at Thompson-
Brown Realtors, 32823 12 Mile.

Construction is expected to begin neat
summer on the (irst of three phases in the
long-planned widening of 12 Mile, from
Farmington Road to Haggerty, The first

With the matching grants, the city and
Oakland County, which has jurisdiction over
12 Mile, are expected to pay equal loci)
shares. Selling motor vehicles is a way of
{inancing the local share, Call said.

“The eounty has not yet been able to com-
mit what (money) is available,” Calt said. "I
the county does oot participate, we will
somehow have to find a way to finance jt =

EARLIER TiliS year, the city received a
$3.2 million matching grant from the Michi-
gan Transp ion Ex e Dev

BECAUSE CONSTRUCTION phases

Downtown Farmington
readies for annual waik

: Holiday spirit Is snowballing In
downtown Farminglon as the area
gets set for the fourth annual Christ-
fnas Walk and Open ouse Saturday,
Dec. 2.

The fourth annual
Christmas Walik and
Open House is

Christmas walk route
Warner ——Farmington Rd.
Manslon (linish)

Featuring activities all day T - Grg, .
throughout the business district, the scheduled to ’l_n'Sh até e .._1‘”?/@,
even’s main attraction, a walk .. Many businesses H ROT
through the downtown's winter will extend their ' ~.,
wonderland, will kick off at 4:30 City Halt 5 .

p.m. from Farmingten City Hall.

“it won't be long before spirited
visitors will stroll through the fese
tively decorated streets and shops of
downlown Farmingion,” said Wendy
Strip Sittsamer, Downtown Develop-
ment Authority executive director
(DDA},

The DDA is hosting the daylong
event that invelves 150 businesses in
the downtown area and several com-
munity organizations.

“Thanks to the hard work of a
number of business people, the
downtown arca looks great. Festive
banners, wreathing and red bows
line the city’s streets and there are
thousands of white lights in the
trees. Many businesses are partici-
pating in some lighthearted competi-
tion’ as they decorate their store.
fronts for the contest sponsored by
the DDA and the Farmington Ob-
server,” sald Strip Sittsamer.

The annual coniest, “Decorate
Downtown for the Holldays,” awards
winners prizes of $1,000, $500 and
$250 frec advertising space in the
Observer. Winners  will be an-
nounced at the Christmas Walk.

Saturday hours for
post-event aclivities.

The Farmington High School band
and choir will lead caroling as the
walk procceds through the down.
1own area. Along the walk's route,
the Farmington Players wil mingle
with the crowd as they portray Dick-
ens characters and other holiday fa-
vorites. Walk participants can stop
into businesses to warm up, and
many businesses will serve refresh-
menls.

KICKED OFF by the newly clect-
ed mayor of Farmington, Shirley
Richardson, the walk will boast the
sights and sounds of the holiday sea-
son. About 350 Farmington area Girl
Scouts are expected to help Richard-
son starl the walk, following their
annua) decorating of the 40-foot blue
spruce tree in front of City Hall.

Al 5:15 p.m., the walk will con-
clude at the Warner Mansion Gazebo
{or the Farmlington Area Jaycees an-
nual holiday lighting. Here, there

(start)

will be more caroling, readings by
the Farmington Players, and an an-
nouncement of the decorating con-
test winners. Radio station 104
WOMC air personality Don Phillips
and station mascot WOM-CEE will
lend some humor 1o the program.

Then, with a flip of the switch by
Mayor Richardson and Farmington
Hills Mayor Tecry Sever, hundreds
of lights will illuminate a Christmas
tree. Adding to the excitement, San.
ta and Mrs, Claus will arrive atop a
fire truck to officially open the holi-
day season in downtown Farming-
ton.

The fourth annual Christmas Walk
and Open House is scheduled to fin-
ish at 6 pm. Many businesses will
extend thelr Saturday hours for post-
event actlvities.

At the Village Mall, on the south-
east corner of the intersection of
Grand River and Farmingten Road,
a Seottish bagplper wlll play Scottish
and Irish Christmas songs from 6.8
p.m.

Farmington Hills police unit
wins crime prevention award

The Farmington Hills Police
Crime Prevention Section received
the Crime Prevention Unlt of the
Year Award at the International So-
clety for Crime Preventlon Practi-
tloners annual conference In Fort
‘Worth, Tex., Nov. 18.

The Crime Preventlon Sectlon is

“The Crime Preventlon Section’s
cfforts are in kecping with the de-
pariment’s pro-active appreach to
teduce crime in Farington Hills”
Dwyer sald,

EN 1988, the section developed and
Introduced programs thal provide
{o senfor cltlzens,

ponsible for planning, p!
Introducing and malntalnlng pro-
grams designed to deter and prevent
crime within the city, This is done
through a cambinatlon of education,
cxposure and communlly involve-
ment — through an active stance
agalnst celme.

In 1988, the sectlon was recog-
nlized by the Crime Preventlon Asso-
ciatlon of Michigan, Farminglon
Rills Police Chicf Willlam Dwyer
.sald.

The senlor victim assistance pro-
gram, for example, is an education
program about prescribed medica-
tlons and personal protectlion. In the
senjor volunieer program, scniors
“provide the department with expe-
ricnce and knowledge, while helping
In various clerical and analytlcal po-
sitions,” Dwyer sald.

The Crlme Prevention Sectlon de-

Helping, Involving, Noticing, Kids),
for Farmington Publie Schools.

“The program is designed to help
educate youth about the dangers of
drugs and how il affects them and
thelr fmallles,” Dwyer said.

The Crlme Prevention Sectlon, be-
gon In 1980, also hosty public rela-
tions-type presentations, an alarm
permlt and billing system, Nelghbor-
hood Watch, sccurity surveys, Help-
ing Hands, an annual open house, cit.
{zen crlme prevention advisory com-
miltees, an anenymous drug analysls
program, 3 drugs in the workplace
program, “Say No To Drugs” week,
Buzz the Fuzz, a TV program for
klds and others.

The Unit of the Year Award is a

velo| by

a /
tlon program, THINK (Teaching,

award judged for pro-
gram cxcellence. -

HOLIDAY GIFT BASKETS

Tasteful giving. How easy we make it!
For a client or colleague,
host or hostess, we'll help you
prepare the perfect basket of
goodies. Purchase one of our straw
baskets or bring in your own to fill
and we'll help you select from such
delectables as Downey's liqueur
cakes, Sable 8. Rosenfeld sauces and
preserves, Le Champre Sparkling
French Cider, gourmet mustards,
cookies, teas, and salad dressings.
If you're too busy to come in, simply
call our Sweets and Treats department
and we'll do it all for you,
including gift-wrapping and delivery.
What could be nicer, or sweeter?
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CONVENIENT HOLIDAY HOURS,

«
Shop until 9 p.m. Monday theough Feiday. Uatil 6 p.m. on Saturdoy. |

’ v

Y . ¢



