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Pro;ect aims to build Ilteracy in elementary schools

B8y Darrell Clam
atatf writor

THE PROJECT'S startup cost
wes $70,000, and uhool uﬂlc!n!s

Scbool pﬂnclpal Sylvis Whitmer
casts an approving
;lanm nl arow of desks.

1t's pot that she’s happy because
Lhe desks form a neat loe. She's just
pot used to scelng so many library
books stacked on top of them.

“You dldn't see that before,” said
u:el Oakley Park Elementary princl-
pal.

It's not by accident or coincldence
that students at Oakley Park and the
other 10 elementaries in the Walled
Lake Consolldated Schoot District
are reading more. The breakthrough
stems from a new language literacy
profect atmed at improving pupi!
skllls In reading, wrmng and spell-
ing.

The district Includes northwest
Farmington HIlLs.

have d fund-
ing, Whitmer sald.

Natlonal studles have shown that
students fall to understand much of
what they read and (hat they have
difficulty putting their thoughts on
paper. Walled Lake educators are
trying to change that.

Teachers are Incorporating read-
ing and writing with all subject
arcas and are helplng their students
develop the eritlcal thinking skills
they need Lo apalyze what they read
and write.

‘Whereas many young puplls once
read “The Three Litide Pigs™ without
analyzing it, they now are learning
that there are two sides to the story.
For a different perspective, they are
reading “The True Story of the
Three Little Pigs,” as told by an au-
thor named, well, A, Wolf.

“The kids are learning that from
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CHIROPRACTIC OUTLOOK

By Dr. Philip McCarty

Walled Lake

School

District

such subjects as sclence and soclal
studics.

Language litcracy project gulde-
lines were developed by a 29-mem-
ber committee ¢f edvcators repre-
senting cach Walled Lake elementa-
ry school. The panel reviewed

the woll's viewpoint, It was dumb for
these plgs to bulld houses out of
straw and twigs,” Whitmer said.

AT HIGHER grade levels such as
Michael Behrmann's sixth-grade
class, students arc engaglng In group
discusslons of such books as “Soun-
der,” about a dog and the poor black
familly that owns It.

“I'll ask the klds questions about
the boak, and they have to put them-
selves in the role of the characters,”
Behrmann said. “Sometimes they
will discuss the books In groups.
When you think about it, that’s what
adults do when they sce a good mov-
te or read 2 good book."

As 1.y ld Melany Gambee
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pointed oul “I¢’s more l'nn In class

when you can talk about it with your
Iriends.”

Though group interaction has in-
creased, Walled Lake teachers also
sct aside a certain (ime cach day so
students can sit quietly at their desks
and read independently.

TO BOOST writing skills, many
teachers also have begun having
heir students keep a journal about
thelr thoughts and school studies.
“They're writing more,” Berhmann
said, “and they're writlng better.”

In grades four through six, pupils
learn 20 new spelling words — and
thelr meanings -- cach week, Stu-
dents also are encouraged to keep a
list of new words that they learn in

reading and writing pro-
grams in other distrlets and studied
recommendations of national ex-

perts.

“We're trying to help the students
bulld indcpcndcnt reading and wrlt-
ing skills,” Whitmer said. “We're
trying to prepare them for the 21st
century.”

THOUGH STUDENTS in cvery
class must read certain materials,
those who complete the work are cn-
couraged to rcad tHbrary books ~ of-
ten for extra clasy credit,

Educators hope they will be able
to measure the results by improved
student scores on achlevement tests,
But Julle Janosz, a writing programn
coordinator, noted that test scores
arc only one Indicatlon of success.

“The children are more apt to go
to the library now, get a book and
then come back and 1alk to you
about i1, she said. “They are learn.
}ng that reading and writing can 1n
un,
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