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library
earlier

Farmington Community Library
became the first distrlet library in
Michigan, thanks to Robert Wendell
Brown’s “untiring cfforts.”

‘>“The contributions which Wendell

Brown made to the Farmington
Corpmunity Library have had a sig-

rown helped

in its
days

district tlbrary law, enabling com-
munitics to share (inanclal responsi-
bllities for providing library service.

He also helped establish the Farm-
ington Friends of the Library.

Brown’s ciforts on behalf of the i+
brary are n the Farm-

nificant impact on the directl

library scrvice both within our cum«
njunity and throughout the state,”
sald Beverly Papai, library director.

“A longtime Farmington Hills resl-
dent, Brown, 87, dled Saturday at
Henry Ford Hospllal Detroit, after a
stroke,

A well-known attorney, Brown
practiced In Detrolt from 1926 to
1991, when he moved his practice to

nrmlng(m\ Hills. He retired In 1989.

Brown had long been a part of the
Farmington llbrary system's history.
He helped the passage of the 1955

ratertalament Friday & Saturday \I(!(
eaturing Jose Riojas for

Your Listening Enjoyment §

Ington Enterprise. In 1959, the paper
devoted a story to Brown when he
recelved a lifetime membershlp In
the Friends group for his Jegal as-
sistance in incorporating the group
and his creation of an endowment
fund from the Mary Deland estate.

In 1987, the Friends again honored
Brown with a plague recognizing his
years of service to the organization,
including slx years as a board mem-
ber and one as president. He also
served on the Detroit Friends of the
Library.

Brown's communily elforts didnt
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Robert Wendell Brown {left foreground), whe ¢
87, is shown cutling the ribbon on June 11, 1572
opening of the then-new 35,0C0-sguare-fec?
the Farmington Community Library.

begin and end with the library. He
Was a past president of the Farming-
ton Board of Education ard a church
clder.

Brown is survived by hus wife,
Barbara, two daughters, Bonme
Travis and Mary Fletcher; three
grandchildren; and two sisters.

His body was donated to Wayze
State Unjversity. A memorial ser-
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1t wzs &pt 20, 1840, when Ed.
wird Hokler opened the doors 1o
the vz Theatre in downtown
Farmingion,
| The laagime local businessman
| <re2 Senday £t his bome in St Pets
urg. Fla., after a lifetime in
ovie theater dusiness. He was

r first managed the com-
theater, then bought it in
™ 2 Detroi company, sav-
demise and operating it
when be reured.

.18 son Gregory owns and
the movie house, a histor-
{ the city’s downlown

inues today at the

A funerzl semvice will be held
Fmdey 10 10 am. at the funeral

1st manager of
Civic Theatre
dies at age 77

home. Burial will follow in St. Jo-
seph Cemelery, Adrian, where
Hohler was born and raised.

As a youth of 12, Hohler became
involved in the business during the
silent movie era. He continued his
careet by working at theaters In
Lapsing, Ypsilanti, Adrian and the
Detroit area.

Hohler setiled in Farmington af.
ter World War 1Y, becoming a char-
ter member of the Farmington
Elks Club and a member of the
Farmington American Legion Post
346 and the Farmington VFW Post
204
During the war, Hohler served as
a Marine in the Solomon Islands
and in China.

He moved 1o Florida after re-
trement.

He is survived by his son, E. Gre-
gory Hohler, and two grandchil.
dren, Jennifer and Jason.
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