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Hawks end decade as state champs

‘89 squad leaves
behind win streak

Harrison junior Todd Lytwyniuk gets wrapped up in the emotion
of the game Saturday night as the Hawke drlve for the game-
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of DeVitt with 1:34 remaining and eventuslly win the Class 8
champlonshlp game 28-27. The Hawks finished the decade wilh

By Dan O'Meara
stall writer

Farmington Hills Harrison will re-
main a foca) point In Michigan high
school footbal) despite the end of the
Mill Coleman era.

Though the AW-American quarter-
back and much of the talented group
that surrounded him will graduate,
the Hawks are certain to retain a
share of the spotlight.

Besides being the defending Class
B champion again, Harrison will be-
Ein a new scason and enter a new
decade with the state’s longest win-
ning streak — 26 consccutlve games
— next September.

That is the legacy of the Coleman
years.

“Next year's team will be 0-0, and
that's the way we'll look at i1,” Har-
rison coach John Herrington said.
“There will be some mention of it by
the press in the beginning, but next
year’s team hasn't wen any games.
The klds next year will try to make
their own tradition.”

COLEMAN, THE all-time leading
passer In state history, and his team-
mates ended the 1980s in a blaze of
glory Saturday, rallying from a 27-
21 deficit with two minutes remain-
ing to beat DeWitt 28-27 and win
back-to-back Class B championships.

For the second year in a row, the
Hawks were ranked No. | from start
to finish and concluded with a 13-0
record. Harrison outscored its oppo-
nents 443-106 and was recognized as
one of the siate's top ballclubs re-
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the Midwest and No. 7 nationally at
season’s end, but there were the in-
evitable — and perhaps unfair —
comparisons to the 1988 team, which
whipped everybody it played.

“We had more difficulty in the
playolfs,” Herrington said, "hut 1hat
all depends on the weather and the
opponents are all different

“Maydbe the main difference was
that we didn't have the long-ball
threat. (Former all-stater Bryan)
Wauldron made a lot of spectacular
catches.

“The kids this year did what they
had to do,” hie added. “They wol
of their games. and you can't do any
better than that.”

A YEAR AGO, Herrington said
Coleman might be the best high
scho3) quarterback ever to play |
Michigan. The $-fool-9, 165-pound -
Coleman having passed for @ states |
record 7464 yards in his carcer.;
Herrington has & more definite opin- -
ion now, B

“1 think the facts will be back me |
up: He is the best in state history.”
he said B

“To lead a team to three stale fi-
nals and win two, to have started
more games In state history, I think
you can make a valid point ke is the
best ever.”

winning touchdown in the final two minutes of play. Harrison

four state litles,

went 67 yards in 46 seconds and used five plays 1o move ahead

Eagles in process

of rebui

B8y C.J. Rlsak
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When a team loses three of Its top four scorers from
the previous scason, the coach is faced with a distasteful

n
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task: rebullding. They may dodge it with op ap
praijsals of their current talent, or even by renaming th
process.

But none of that can make up for the experience the
team must replace — and by scason’s cnd {if not be-
fore), the coach will admit it.

At St. Mary's College in Orehard Lake, Glen Donahue
Is faced with the same type of situatlon. Of the four
double-{igure scorers on last seasen's 16-17 team, three
are gone, Also, two of the top three rebounders have
departed.

Hardly an encouraging scenario. But anyone famillar
with Donahue's coaching siyle, either in his two previ-
ous seasons at St. Mary’s or in the 19 years he spent at
Highland Park Community College, knows Donahue be-
lieves expericnee Is obtainable only on court,

WHILE OTHER coaches may limlt themsclves with
eight or nine man rotatlons, Donahue shuitles 10 or 31
players Into his ltncup.

. Such a strategy helps offsct graduatlon losses, and It
scoms to have worked at St, Mary's; the Eagles have
eyed the first-ever round-robin schedule in the NAIA's
Distrlct 23 cagerly. They will have played nlne games
before the start of December. .

St. Mary's was 5-3 In lts first eight, a pretty good
Indlcatlon that the program [s headed in the direction
Donahue wants, It wasn't just a cupcake schedule, el-
ther, The Eagles have met Purdue-Calumet, Wayne
State and, last Saturday, they whipped Hillsdale 109-83.

“1 think we have a real solld program now," said
Donahue. “We're in a position where we don't have to
recruit @ lot of guys.”

Even consldering hls player losses, Donahue thinks
this squad could be better than last season's. "We
thought we could be very good,” he said. “"We've got
patential, which Is one Ingredient.

“But you've got o reach It. And I see us Improve In
practice every day.”

The players bolstering Donahue's optimism are
younger ones, guys like Rayvlon Croon, Joachim Jeri-
chow, Marvin Morrison, Jeff Szczepanski and Arnold
Wilson, All are {reshmen, all have scen conslderable
playlng time, and all but Szczepanskl are averagling 6.6
points per game or better.

Indeed, even with so many new players to fIt into the
lineup ~ seven of the 13 on last scason’s roster are gone
= Donahue stlll has 10 averaging 6.6 points or better.

THE LEADER is James Lakes, a 8-foot-4 senlor for-
ward who averaged 14.4 polnts (making 62.6 percent of
hia shats) and 8.4 rebounds last season. Lakes haan't lost
anything; he leads the Eagles In scorlng at 14.6 and In
rebounding at 7.8.

“Lakes has got to get his shots,” sald Donshue, "He's
Dbeen a tower of strength on both ends of the floor for us,

"But we've got a little more help for him, with the
young kids,”
A *

Indced, there arc only two seniors on the team this
year, Lakes and 6-0 guard Terry Koerner, who is aver-
aging 8.3 points a game.

“This is a team of the future, bul we hope the future is
now," said Danahue.

Newcomers llke Croon, a $-10 guard from Highland
Park who's averaging 10.0 points a game; Jerichow, a 6-
8 forward from Farum, Denmark (9.0 points, 5.8 rc.
bounds); Witsan, a 6-4 forward aiso from Highland Park
{7.3 points); uand Morrison, a f-8, 250-paund center from
Detrolt Benedlctine (6.6 points) have shown consider-
able promise.

S0 HAVE sophomores Garth Howard, a 6-1 guard
from Oak Park (13.8 points); Kevia Nicelield, a 6-7 for-
ward {from Port Huron (8.8 polnts, 5.8 rebounds), and
Jeff Suspeck, a 6-1 guard from Dearborn Helghts (7.8
polnts); and junjor Denny Butcher, a guard from Milford
(8.0 polnts).

it aly adds up to some imposing sizes and numbers.
But, even though Lakes, Butcher, Suspeck, Howard and
Nicefletd saw plenty of action last season (ali played in
31 or more games), cxperience remains a question
mark.

Partlcularly considering the opposition in the dls-
trict’s new league-style format — starting with Slena
Heights, 31-7 last scason and 2 NAIA tournament quar-
terfinallst. The Salnts have lost just one player from
that team, a back-up point guard. Northwood, Aquinas
and Spring Arbaor also should be strong.

"I cxpect we will be inconslistent early on, and we
have been,” sald Donahue, “Defense Is our strength, but
we aren't playlng It as well as I'd like. If we play good
defense, everything clse will fali Into place for us.” .

Donahue summed up simply: “Experlence Is the
greatest teacher in the world. T'think we'll be better In
D than in N ber. E by March
that'll translate Into a trip to Kansas City.”

Which is (he slte of the NAIA tournament. But first,
St. Mary's must clear a few formldable hurdles.

ST. MARY'S NOTES: In the win over Hillsdalg, the Engles
struck quickly. They fod 61-47 a1 hailime and wore naver in
senious 1roubla in the saecond half. Leading scorers were Lakas
wilh 20, Josichow wilh 16, Howard with 12 and N.cohela with
10. Waller Nugls’ 22 lod Hulsdate . . .

Two players figute to be redshirtod Ihis sansca by St. Mary's.
Ono {a James Gillespio, a 63 junlor guard who played 1wo years
at Hightand Park CC befoio onrolling al Wisconsin. Gillesple, an
All-Amesican candicate a1 KPCC, played 32 minutos for the
Badgors lasi coason and, it ho playod 1his saason, wouldn't bo
eligible until Jaruary. Tho other redshict is 6.8 treshman center
Kovin Kosciolskl, trom Oxford.

Jotichow ranks 03 & teal recruing find. Donshue cooched
sovarat S1. Mary's players as 1ho Michigan AAU loam in August
of '88 on n alne-gdmo tip thiough Denmark. That's whare he
spotted, and feciuitod, Jorichow, who is currenily starting for
1he Eaglos. .

O

gardless of class.
‘The Hawks were ranked No. 3 in
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Lease any Audi lor three full years. And pay nothing for scheduled
maintenance for the life of the lease. Enjoy the coverage of our 3-vear or
50,000 mile warranty. Best of all, there is no down payment: And s
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