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- Who's best in state? Hawks have case

'8y Dan O'Menra . X
atatf writer

At the ond of the 1983 season,
. there was some dcbate at Lo which
foothall team was indecd the best in
‘Michlgan: Traverse Clty or Farm-
“Ington Hills Harrison.
- The Trojans won the Class A
championship, and the henor of No. 1
overall usually goes to the team
holdlng that title. L
. Harrlson, however, would have
received a lot of votes had a poll
been taken. The Hawks boasted a
prolific offense and dominated the
«Class B playoffs.

+ But that was mere speculation a
1year ago. Following another champt-
onshlp scason In 1989, Harrison can
actyally make a case for jiself,

.. The Hawks, who defeated DeWitt
28-27 and took home their second
consecutive champlonship trophy,

,opened the season with a 34-18 victo- % ‘frxwgﬁ d
ry over Saglnaw Arthur HIII. AT

«" The Lumberjacks, in turn, were
.the only tcam to defeat the 1989
‘Class A winner, Muskegon. Arthur
HIH edged the then-No. 1-ranked Big
Reds 22-21 a month later,

Muskegen shut out Its next six op- Y 3
-ponents and allowed only 21 palnts Ao AR AR SR e T g
in its last cight games, As for the e .

-Lumberjacks, they finished 7-2 and, pewitt's all-state running back, Mike Cowdray, s  stop John Telford, who had a role in all three DeWitt  another. The Hawks had a close coll but extended
:;‘; lzz{],‘r'ﬁ:ﬁ’"‘;z:ﬁ‘;’";ﬂ“:’; puraued by Joe George (35), Cres Gove (69), Chris hd Harrison, , scored more points  their winning streak to 26 games with a 28-27 victo-
Class A playolfs.

“I think (the 1889 team) ranks
wlith the best,” Harrison coach John
Herrington sald. “It's hard to say
how we would have done against
.Muskegon. We delinitely could have
played with anybody, But that
makes DeWltt onc of the best teams
In the state, too.”
~ The victory over Arthur Hill, al-

Iways among the best In Class A, was
Ya foreshadowing of things to come
»Yor the Hawks. As defending champi-
lpn, Harrison was ranked No. 1 in
Yevery preseason poll, and starting
¢the year with such an impressive
| win confirmed those expectations,

Ve “1 think it was the key to our
\ whole season,* Herrington said.
t “Playing up there before a huge
+ crowd, agalnst one of the best teams
1 I think we've ever played, it gave us
salot of confldence. I felt then we had
14 chance to go all the way.”

y
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t GRID TRAODITION: Tho Hawks would  Mike Saputo (80) signats to members of Harrison's unbeaten

\centalnty welcome a hith state champlon-
{ship but, contrary to what was reported i 1988 team the Hawks are still No. 1.

+Monday's Observer, it's four for now, Har-
s1ison has won four championships In fivo
#final appearonces from 1981 through
11989,

+ The Hawks afe second in number af
+ state fitles won, winning three in Class B
3 (1981, 1988 and 1983) and cne in Class
*A {1962). Only six-time winner Delroit
+DoPorres has mero champlonshlp tro-
+phics.

v Wilh its success in Ihe playotts, Harrl-
150n has carried the banner for the public
+5¢hoals, many of whom have called for
«separate playot!s lor private schools.

! Inthe 14 years since the playolfs bo-
gan, 1ho Hawks have outdone such noted
; Ciass B parochial schools as Doarborn Die
wvine Child, Jackson Lumen Christi and
» Muskegon Catholic Contral,

+- ““That shows, if you work hard and can
igstablish a winning tradilion, tho kids
swant 1o play and improve.” sald Herring-
iton, who is 166-40-1 in 20 years at Rarrl
‘s0n. “The kids want to be part of a win-
:nmg program.**

+ Furthermore, 1ho Hawks finished the
I decade of the 19803 with a record of 106~
‘8.

Bucalos (64) and Mondel Hightower of Harrison. The  as Mill Coleman ran for two scores and passcd for  ry.
Hawks were able to defense Cowdrey but couldn't

Mill Coleman tries to clude DeWitt defenders 208 yards and one TD. Coleman sel a Silver-
Jeif Shooks (22) and Tony Miller (50). in his  dome record when he passed for 238 yards in
high school finale, Coleman rushed for 89  the 1988 title game, '
yards and two touchdowns, and he passed for

¢ it wil ba difficult 10 Improve on what
~happened in the '80s,” Hersinglen sald,
**but we'll go out and do tho best wo
Lcan’

. GLARIFICATION: On anothor matter,
11the Hawks were visitors In the state linal
1thice consecutivo years (1987-89). Un-
1ike the last two yeats in which Harrison
‘was tha only visiting team to win in the

Observer photos by Randy Borst

{Rediorc Gatholic Centeal, Saginaw Nowvel oot Hightower had to bie helped from the field after suffer- :
-2&?,?3.'.;%';',’2_ wore losets In tha 1887 ing strained knee lignments in the second hall. .
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;\Jm 8perry, senlor defonsive end, gots a hold  hotds on during tho semifinal gamo, which was  Scott Ratsos dodgos a potontial tacklar in Tom  yards, including ono of 26 yards that slarted
1-East Grand Ropids back Zac Zerfas and played on the Icy turf in Atwood Stadium. Walter (71). Rataos mluinnd three kicks for 80 the game-winning drive. :
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