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.By Brad Emons
staff writor

- On the heels of Pete Seerri's res-
Ignation recently at Stevenson
High, Livenla lost another success-
ful soccer coach last week when
Churchlll's Jobn Nelf announced
hls retirement.

Netf, who compiled a nine-year
record of 108-25-12, is also retiring
from teaching where he has spent
the past 28 years, most recently as
2 business Instructor at Wayne Me-
moriat High.

“There are no regrets, it was a
good experience,” said Neff. “I
loved the kids and It was great, If
you don't like kids, you shouldn't be
In coaching. I always got along my
teams,”

Churchtli athletle director Larry
Jolner said Neff will be mlssed.

“He was an outstanding person,
@ top-rate educator,” said the
Churchill AD. “John saw morc than
Just the soccer player, He kept
things In perspectlve. He was al-
ways super organized and highly
dependable. We need more like him
In high school coachlng."*

WHEN HE RETIRES from
teaching n June, Neff plans to
spend more time at hls summer
home In the Charlevoix arca.

*1 bave a place up north and I'm
going to prioritize my time a little
differently,” he said, “But I'll defi-
nltely be back to watch some
games in the fall. I can't help but

soocer
miss it because I've been in it so
long.”

Nefl’s teams won several divl
slon titles. Hls 1988 team captured
the Western Lake Activitics Asso-
ciation crown outright. His 1989
<¢lub shared the title this year with
Stevenson,

When Bentley High closed in
1986, Neff [(nherited a talented
group of transfers. Platooning 20
players, the Chargers carned a No.
1 ranking, finishing the year at 16-
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This year's squad was also
ranked No. 1 before falling in a
shootout to city nemesis Stevenson
in the district finals. The Chargers
finished 15-1-1.

"This season was on¢ of the ni-
cest groups I've ever had,” Neff
sald. “They were very enjoyable 1o
coach and probably the most tal-
ented I've ever had.™

IN HIS FIRST scason (1941),
Neff's team went 13-2-2, reachlng
the quarterfinals of the state high
school Invitatlonal tournament.

In 1982, the first year the Michl-
gan High Athletic Association sanc-
tloned a state tournament, Church-
ill reached the champlonship game
before falling to Stevenson.

Ironically, Scerri, whose teams

Churchill’s Neff resigns

won four state titles and finished
second two other times, also called
It quits at the end of this season,
bowing to pressures put on him by
overzealous parents,

“John never got one phone call
from an unhappy famlly, even
where a player was cut,” Joiner
said.

Nett, who coached hls own chil-
dren while starting out in the Livo-
nla Family Y's 10-and-under
leagues, hasn't ruled out the possi-
bility of getting back Into the sport,

“In a couple of years I'll proba-
bly moave permanently up north
and once [ settle in, maybe there's
a place where I can coach a team,”
he satd.

NEFF'S SUCCESSOR,
while, is anybody’s guess.

The outgoing coach said he wlll
recommend Marty Caves, the JV
coach, for the varsity job.

Caves, a former All-Arca stand-
out at Bentley who played collegi-
ately at Central Michigan Univer-
slty, may have the inslde track.

The job has been posted internal-
ly through the Livonia Public
Schools, but Jeiner sald he'l! proba-
bly have to go outside the district
to find a new coach,

Caves currently teaches at Mon-
roe Jefferson High.

IT's Suceessor at Stevenson Is
also being contemplated.

JV coach Wally Barrett, a for-
mer head coach at Southfleld, Is re-
portedly the leading candldate for
the job.

mean-

Hudson paces SC

Forward Ed Hudson poured In a
career-high 30 points Tuesday, lead-
ing the Schoclcraft College men's
bask team toa from-b
hind €8-60 victory over Lhe host Al-
bion College Junlor Varsity.

The 6-foot-4 Hudson, who prepped
at Royal Oak Shrine High, connected
on slx 3-polnt shats.

Dawn 46-36 with only 10 mlnutes
to play, Schocleraft reeled off 20
stralght points to take control and
eventually gain the win.

Randy Waters, a 6-4 freshman
from Milford Lakeland, contributed
13 polnts, while second-year polnt-
guard Ken Fuster (River Rouge),
added elght.

SC coach Dave Bogataj also cred-
Ited he defensive ball-hawking of
guards Tony Rumple (Wayne Memo-
rial), John Moran {Allen Park Cabri-
ni) and Fuster as instrumenta in the
Ocelots’ second-half comeback.

“They did the dirty work, they
pleked up a lot of loose bails,” said
the 5C coach,

Center Brad Hoopingaram shared
game-hlgh point honors with Hudson
with 30.

ON MONDAY, SC broke away in
the final 10 minutes to rout the visit-
Ing Adrian College Junlor Varsity,
114-87.

Waters scored 16 of his team-high
28 in the second half to spark the
victory.

Fuster and Hudson contributed 20
and 19, respectlvely, while Jeff El
llott, a freshman from Plymouth Sa-
lem, chipped in with 10.

Leading by only four, 75-71,
Schoolcraft put on a spurt, outscor-
Ing Adrian 39-16 in the final 10 min-

utes.

Jim Hondzinski tallled 22 polnts In
a losing cause.

In a game played last week,
Schooleraft topped the century
mark, but couldn’t offsct the free
throw shootlng of visiting Glen Oaks,
falling 113-107,

Glen Oaks tallied its final 19
points — all from the {ree throw
linc. The visltors finlshed the night
by hitting 39 of 47 from the charity
stripe.

TWO SC PLAYERS fouled out and
four others were saddled with four
fouls,

Waters led the Ocelots with 23
points and nine rebounds. Rob Har-
mon {Redford Bishop Borgess) added
15 polnts, while Hudson and Fuster
contributed 11 and 10, respectively.

Six Glen Oaks players scored In
double figures, led by Ted Sparling’s
game-high 27,

OCC stays undefeated

Oakland C

ta 3-0 on the

College men's

team

season Saturday with a narrow, 98-97, victory over host Detroit Jordan Com-

munity College.

The Ralders stormed ahead 53-38 by halftime, and led by as many as 20
points carly in the sccond hall, 68-48, before Jordan roared back and took a
95-94 lead with less than a minute remaining in the game.

Mike Bailey (20 points) canned a pair of free throws to put the Raiders
back on top, 96-95. Ed Pasque (16 points) added a layup with :16 left in the

game to seal the victory for OCC.

Tim Robinson paced the winners with 22 points. Jerry Prieshorn added 15
polnts and grabbed 16 rebounds for the Raiders, Tolne Murphy chipped in
with 14 polnts and Ed Whitaker scored four polnts and dished off 16 assists.

Jordan's Mike McCormick led all scorers in the game with 27 points and
teammate Eric Butler finlshed with 20 polnts, Including 15 In the second half.

OCC will compete in the Macomb Community College tournament Friday
and Saturday, The Ratders open play at 6 p.m. Friday agalnst Lake Michlgan
Community College. The winner advaances to the championshlp game,

slated for 8 p.m. Saturday.

George stars at Albion

Ken George of Farmington Hills was named to the all-tournament team
after leading Alblon College to the champlonshlp of the Tipoff Tournament

on Saturday, Nov. 18. /

George, a scnlor guard, scored 15 points and had slx assists in Alblon's
first-round, 105-56 win over the Unlversity of Michigan-Dearborn. In the
final, he played all 40 minutes and scored 17 polnts as l;e’Brllons downed

Divislon IT opponent Hillsdale 83-81.

George, a 1986 graduate of Harrison High School, ficeds 200 polnts this
season to reach 2,000 {or his colieglate carcer.

A four-year starter, George has a t4-polut carcer average, has started 60
sensecutive games and holds school records for most 3-point field goals
made (47) and attempted (110) In one season, most steals in one.game (16)
and best free throw percentage for a game {nlne of of ninc) and season (86

sereent).

S’craft erodes Erie

After dropplng the openlng game In the Erie Communlty College (New
York) omen's o

oach Jack

3renan was o bit disgruntled with his tcam’s pérformance,
T wasn't overly pleased with our Intenslty,” explalned Grenan. “So I woke
sverybody up at 7 a.m. to practlice our intensity before the second game.”
Tha early wake-up call did wonders for the Ocelots, who crushed host Ere

11-40 in the consolation game.

Liza DePlanche led all scorers with 23 polnts for the Ocelots and Tracy
Jsborne added 22, Including six-of-eight from three-point range.

Barb Krug (Plymouth Salem) ckipped In with 15 points, followed by Ann
Hardy with 18 and Teressa Farkas with 10.

Erie, which tralled 49-19 at halftime, scored Just 18 point from the flcld

Ita tallying 22 from the free throw
'hhiglho ’g:;:%m; game, Schoolcraft
Sollaga (Oklo). )
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Harrison must develop
successor to Coleman

Continued trom Pago 1

Following the cuphoria of winning another title, the
afterglow was tinged with melanchaly since It meant
the end of an era at Harrison. Coleman, who is being
sought by al) the major colleges, led the Hawks to a 37-2
record the last three years.

"I do (feel sentimental) but T feel that way about all
my seniors,” Herrington said. I know I'm golng to see
Mill play footbalt agaln, and I'm anxious to see how he
does In college.

“But I also know there are others who will never play
another football game, and I get sentimental aver that.”

The graduatlon losses include all-state kicker Steve
Hill and Matt Conley, both of whom were three-year
varsity players, too. In additlon, senlars Cres Gove, Joe
George and Matt Sperry were two-year regulars, and
Mondel Hightower, Jon Schacifer, Mike Saputo, Tim
Conlon, Scott Ratses, Jetf Peer and Victor Lajcaj made
big contributions in their final year.

THE HAWKS will lose 21 scniors and starters at 17
posittons — Gove, Hightower, Saputo, George and Hill
having been two-way starters. But such losses are com-
monplace at Harrison, which means the Hawks should
have another outstanding team next year. Right?

“That remains 1o be seen,” said Herrington, who ex-
pects Plymouth Canton, North Farmington and West-
land John Glenn to ficld strong teams.

Herrington had sald, tongue firmly in cheek, he was
planning to leave along with Coleman,

“We have a tradition that we always joke with the
next team — with them coming back, we're retiring.”
he said. “Basically, It's to motlvate them.

“(Assistant) coach (Bob) Sutter and I met (Monday)
and went over next year's personnel. We're ready to go
right now.”

Harrison will return enough talent 1o be viewed as a
contender agaln, whether hat be at the league or state
level. But the main concern Is finding a successor for
Coleman.
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and Junior Andy Smith, both of whom are 6-2 and 170 —
good size for high school quarterbacks. Others are jun.
ior Plamen Magdevski and {restman Jef! Cislo,

“It's 1ough for someonc (new) to come in, but it was
tough for a tailback to come in after (John) Miller,”
Herrington said

“Mill has been so dominant, people don't realize we
had the all-state quarterback {(Mark Musrray) the year
before he came hete, ang we feel the talenl is there to
develap another quarierback.”

The Hawks also will return juniors Rlazo Sarcevich
and Gary Devine and sophomores Greg Piscopink and
Roy Granger — all of whom started this year.

Devine, who played noscguard, will suceced Conley at
tatlback and tnight not play defense. Granger will con-
tinue to play swingback and cornerback and will he De.
vine's back-up.

In a couple of surprise moves, Sarcevich (6-3. 212)
will move fram guard ta tight end and return v inside
linebacker. Piscopink —~ "a great athiete,” accarding to
Herrington — will switch from tight end to wide recer.
cr and monsterback to free safety.

“WITH DEVINE, we think we'll be more of a runming
team and will aced that tight and wha can block,” Herr.
ington sald. “(Sarcevich) is a good basketbali player. so
he has good cnough hands to help us ir the passing
game.”

Despite the departure of Coleman, wha was perfectly
suited for the sprintout passing game, there won't be
any dramatic changes in the Harrison offense.

“Maybe different plays will be highlighted,” Herring.
ton said. “With the type of quarterbacks we have com.
ing, we might use more dropback and draw passes

“We might use more misdirection for our fast backs
(Devine and Granger), but our offense is hasically our
offense and won't change much.”
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