Choice — today’s buzzword =

GONE ARE the days when every-
one stmply did as they were told,

Today's children have minds of
thelr own, and so do thelr parents.
1t’s a different era, Everyone knows
what they want and they want it
now,

‘They want choices.

Decisions  about  lives, {amily
structure and career are all key, So
are decislons about education, the
basis for all of these. “Choice” has
become a popular buzzword in edy-
cation. It’s about time.

Members of the business-funded,
Detrolt-area research organization
Metropolitan  Affairs Corp. have
been talking about it since 1984,
They believe giving children differ-
ent  opportunities and  different
choices will spawn a better genera-
tion of young adults — the f{uture
Teaders of our pation and the world

Those running the state of Minne.
sola have taken the lead. They've
given stadents and their parents a
choice throughout the state about
what schools they ean attend.

EVEN IN Farmington, students in
grades 9-12 can choose which high
school they wish to attend. One mid-
dle school, Warner, accepts students
fram across ¢he district. But this

limited open enrollment policy w
not approved for the sake of prog-
ress, It was done to hall the juggling
of students between various schools
and allow the overcrowding at one
or two schools to adjust itscl.

What about offering a choice be-
cause it's the right thing to do? And
how about choice at alf levels?

While the general populace across
the country is busy railing on the ¢d-
ucation system, educators are
searching for ways to make things
betler. Politicians are wringing their
hands, seeking u to stabilize cur-
riculum and cost, discourage drop.
outs and generally improve public
education.

Perhaps it’s time to try something
different. A little bit of compeution,
that good old-fashioned concept upon
which our capitalistic socivty s
based, might do the 1rick

JUST LOOK at what has hap-

pened with the introduction of High-
meadow Common Campus. The pro-
gram, and some of the very active
parents, have been critteized for
being clitist. Perhaps that's nothing
but jealously over a program that of-
fers students much more than they
have ever had hefore.

I'tn not advocating a massive
choice program statewide — yet.
One within our own district, at all
Ievels, would do the job.

There's currently a program of
choice al the kindergarten level in
Farmington. Parents can send their
children to & acighborhood efemen-
tary school kindergarten, or to 4 cen-
tralized program in an carly child.
hood center.

Competition is good for such pro-
grains, and children get nothing «x-
cepl benefits.

The citizen panel that just finished
studying all the Farmingten elemen-
tary school boundaries might put a
price out on my head. but 1 propose

time to look past the houndary
ue and back to our future.

Let's not appoint an  engoing
beundary study committee, hut ane
to siudy other nptions.

Education should be everyone's
choice,

Cosey Hans is a staff wrder for
the Farmington Observer,

Charges magnify school inequity

THERE BUT for the grace of God
gol.

That's how | fclt about Annetie
Evans-Lee, the mother who faces
criminal charges of falsifying docu-
ments and obtaining geods and ser-
vices under false pretenses so her
16-year-old daughter could atlend a
better schoal.

101 loved my child, saw his or her
potential, was in a deficient, unsafe
school system and was blocked by a
myriad of things — economics, rac-
ism, my own inadequacies — what
would I do?

The Southficld case reiterates
loudly and clearly the inequities
our school system, which Michigan's
power structure refuses to correct,

It shoves our overwhelming “no™
votes on Proposals A and B — which
didn’t have al} the answers either —
back in our faces. And it tells the
Michigan Legislature one more time
that the inequities in our schools,
which foster and preserve the incqui-
ties in life, will come back 1o haunt
us.

NO, ANNETTE Evans-Lee didn't
do the right thing: she didn't do a
wise thing. But she did a very human
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thing. She tried to get a belter educa-
tion for her child. By doing so, she
may have misrepresented herself
and used, without contributing to.
Southlicld tax dollars.

But hers is a crimina) offense m
the eyes of the Southfield Public
Schools, which for the first time has
filed crimina) charges 1 a non-res
dency case

“Why are we the only ones being,
picked on?" said daughter Tara.
Junier who was dropped as a student
last week. “They've kicked another
100 kids out for nut meeting resi-
dency requirements) and nothing
clse happened to them. Why aren't
the other 100 here in court” This is
not called for,"

Her mother, too, lashed oul. "They
picked me out because I'm a black
person. | have not killed anybody.

I'm net a criminal. ¥ am a concerned
parent. A} [ want is for my chld to
have a good education . .

1 DON'T believe Southfield schoot
offictals picked Evans-Lee because
she is black. Certainly, ather parents
- hlack and white — have mis.
represented their residency o this
and other affiuent, suburban school
districls, Thy too, were irying to
give therr child the higgest gift, next
o love — the gift of a good cduca-
tion

School district officials mantain
this ciese 1s different and warrants
the criminal charges. They need to
prove that — heyond a shadow of a
doubt. Because just having their £
of illegal enrollments and deciding
to make an example of one isn't good

the issue is bigger
nd the Southfield
Public Schools. The issue is why do
people have to resort 10 hes to get o
guahity education for their children?
We continue to fail ta deal with that

Judith Doner Berne s assistant
manaping editor for the Qaktand
County edittons of the Observer
and Eccentrie Newspapers.
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points of view
Miore letters to the editor. . .

Mayor-elect
backs library

Tao the editor:

May 1 correct an crror which is
ftoating around the city and which
appeared in print in this space?

We do not know whe M. Power
“ealled to ask™ abowt the library
parcel, but it is untroe that "the city
would not allow the hibrary to take
any more central parcels zoned cotn-
mercial off the tax roll . . . would
only allew their library to have land
zoned residential.

This proposition was never pre-
sented to the city, city council or
other body of which I am aware.

The answer is cconomics. If there
were centrally located land aval.
able (which there is not). and af the
hibrary board voted to relocate the
library on it. it would cost a mini-
mum of $220.000 to §300.000 an acre
and up,

Land further west en 12 Mide
Road, on the north side of the road,
costs $150.000 an acre. So for a mini-
mum of 10 acres. one can figure the
total savings.

As mayor-elect, T whole-heartedly
endorse the new library proposals
Libraries are basic to civilization.

Jean M. Fox,
Farmingtan Hills

Elected mayor
the right thing

To the editor

Having had the opportunity at the
recent National League of Cities
Conference to discuss common con-
cerns with other mayors and council
members, [ found your editorial
(Nov. 30) on the mayor's role very
interesting,

As T arrived at the conference, 1
had two issues of major interesl 1o
me. First, I was interested in how
other communities were  dealing
with illegal alcohol sales to minors
and secondly, how they sclected
thair mayors. On both issues, 1 had
overwhelming support for my posi-
tion

1 am now even more convinced,
contrary to your opinion, the people
should elect their spokesman. the

.
mayar. There is no question in my
tmind the selection of mayor by coun-
cil has worked for a small city but
we have reached a population of
70,000 plus and we are no longer a
small town.

Our changing mayor every 12
months develops absalutely no conti-
nuity. It 100k me four months to de-
velop working relationships and, his-
torically, the mayor does less in the
1ast two months of the year because
of the expectation of a new mayor
Nobody can reach their potential \n
such a short time peried

Of all those T polled at the NLC
Conference, all agreed an clected
mayor offered more lvadership and
the residents with their voter influ-
ence have more say about direction
of their eny.

Tt is a time for our city to put the
decision of their mayor in the hands
of the voters, It would ereate mure
nterest in city issues and we could
mmintain the same form of govern.
menl, The role of the city manager
would nol change. ] advocate we
keep everything the same but clect
the mayor directly by the people.

An elected mayor by the people
would have more influence in Lans-
ng.  Washington, Oakland County
and with fellow mayors of our arca.
With a two.year teem. the mayor
clected would be forced to respand
more to the residents than one in off-
ice for four years. There are many
issues that a city manager cannot
#et out front on where political lead-
ership in the cotnmunity is warrant.
ed,

1 refuse to blow my awn horn but
after having participated in seleet-
ng the mayor as a council member
and working even harder to convince
the volers to support a particular
candidate in a city election, the will
of the people should prevail,

We should put the question of who
elecls the mayor to the voters and
let them decide the issue, Who se-
lects the mayor of Farmington Hills,
ity council or the people?

Although 1 displayed an interest
for the sake of continuity in secking
appoiniment as mayor for a second
term. it would not be my intention to
run for elected mayor duc to other
personal interests at this time.

Teery Sever,

may
Farmington Hills

‘No Knock’
is warranted :

To thé editor:
The Nov. 9 Farmington Observer:
editorial critica! of Michigan's pro-/
posed “No-Knock” legistation falls to;
recognize that law enforcement.
needs new and practical tools In the”
state's war on drugs. T
Scnate Bill 23 — the "No knock™
bill — 15 designed to achieve o’
muin goals. First, it ts designed to:
reduce the likelihood of police offi-:
cers getting injured or killed while
executing scarch warrants for illp-;
gal drugs. s
Second, the bill is designed to Jet.
the police recover evidence that!
would otherwise be destroyed (drugs:
flushed down the toilet, for exum--
ple)
Laws are not enacted in 2 vae

um. They are passed in order to pro-:
vide new or better responses to com- .
munity problems or crises. :

The proposed "“No knock™ law is a;
strong response by the Michigan<

Senate to the ever-growing drug cr.
sis. “No knock™ is a practical, realis:
tic and constitutional tool to hel
protect the lives of dedicated police !
officers. Furthermore, it will help:
law enforcement officers recover in;
criminating cvidence against dru,
traffickers. .

Law enforcement experts recog.
nize that narcotics traffickers ofte:
have more powerful weaponry than®
the police. .l

Narcotics officers have shardd .
with the Legislature the frustrations ©
of seeing drug dealers repeatedly de- ;
stroy evidence while officers at- :
tempt to comply with all search.
warrant  execution requirements. |
“No knock™ will help remedy this -
problem. Search warrant executions -
can take place before the evidence |
can be flushed away or otherwise de
stroyed. .

We urge the Observer to re-exam
ine its criticism of the proposed “No ;
Knock” bill. Law cnforcement's war «
on drugs in Michigan will be aided |
greatly by its passage. M

Crime Advisory Commlttee,
Farmington Hills «
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