Where in the world are cars in San Diego?

Mexlco has been rel to
somewhere south of Toledo, white
Sao Paulo, Brazil, has been towed
across the Atlantic to West Berlin.
Hlrushima Ls In Fiat Rock and Hall-
fax, Nova Scotla, is now somewhere
on the edge of the North Sea.

‘This somewhat fractured pleture
of international geography Is what |
get from trying to wade through the
U.S. domestic car sales statlsties re-
parted In most major newspapers,
Including the Wall Street Journal
and vatious trade pudlicalions, nota-
bly Autemotive News

Any fuol should know what a for-
clgn car is (Or a furrin car, or an
imported ear, depending on the com-
pany you keep ) §1's one of those fun-
By looking (hings made sumewhere
efse that s taking all hose Ameri-
can jobs, right

Well, not exactly

FVEN WAY back when, when the
only tmports we were worried about
was  Valkswage the Canadians
were prlling 2 fast one by luring
Ametican ear cotmpanies over and
getting them to build aute plants,
stirking on their own mud {laps and
ns and palrning them off as
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st of them ended back in the
¢ wyway, where the WSJ et at
eounted them as US domestie sales.

Fven sneakler, Volve built a small
plant in Canada, shipped some of the
cars {o the Un States, where the
WSJ ete. raunted them as imports
from Sweden

Then Volkswagen began shipping
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1 WAS working in a car-countlng
nperation at the time {the car busi.
ness tends to support thls kind of
thing), and my boss figured that the
VWs assembled in the United States
should be counted as U.S, sales, sort
of in honor of the new plant.

No way, 1 said. We're going to
have miilions of these cars in a cou-
ple of years, and we will lose all
track of whtch cars are furrin. I lost,
but the WSJ agreed, and kept count-
ing U.S-bullt Rabbits as jmports.
For a while, anyway,

If you arc bold enough to try to
take note of import car sales today,
you will note a slight decline, which
is because most of the furrin«cars
sald 1oday are Japanese, and a lot of
them are being assembled in US. or
Canadian plants.

All of these U.S.-assembled Japa-
nese products now are being counted
as U.S. car sales by major business
publications, Including the WSJ,
which changed its mind on the sub-
Ject,

THE JAPANESE are happy, be-
cause they can claim they lved up to
cxpord restraint  agreements, and
now the gate is open te flood the U.S.
with Japanese exports,

The US. g is happy, be-

of parts to § Sy
{USA) and assembled them into Rab-
bits - which is when T kst the big
argnment

cause several administrations in a
row have been arguing that car im-
ports aren't a real national problem:

the real problem Is socks made in
Talwan. Undercounting auto imports
reinforees thls notion.

The WSJ (which leans foward the
Tailwanese socks polnt of view any-
way) sticks its tongue in its editorial
cheek and claims a certain logical
consistancy 1o its methods.

THEN 1 notlced Mexlco had
moved. Mexican auto lmports today
are crowding BMW in sales votume.

Bul Autornotive News is countlng
Mexican dmports as U.S. domestic
car sales — apparently because they
are sold in U.S. dealerships. Japa-
nese imports sold in US. dealers,
however, make the import eolumn.

Lets try Brazil, which recently
passed up Sweden’s SAAB, for exam-
ple, as an exporter to the United
States,

Brazilian exports 1o the Uniled
States end up lumped under cars
from Europe in News,

ownership of the retall sales opera-
tion,

WITH MY head stlll swimming, |
noticed a car sales report in Auto-
matlve News that carefully sorts out
Canadian import sales and Canadian
domestic sales,

If there Is a single Canadian car
company today, T must have missed
something. My Canadian friends arc
quick to tell me all cars sold in Can-
ada today are imports, as far as they
are conceraed.

Other than an abstract interest in
how an important business statistic
has become hopelessly confused, the
unly reason lo be concerned about
car sales reporting muthodology is
that the current system drastically
underteports the effect of auto im-
ports on the US. trade balance by a
factor of about 50 percent ~ by
pushing the dallar value of camo-
flaged dmgarts into the “domestie™
column with muddled figures

It helps keep Washinglon's mind
on thuse socks.
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© RETIREMENT INVESTING
bursday, Dec. 7 — Free seminar,
"Will You Be Able To Retlre?” be-
gins at 7 pm. at the Hollday Inn,
1500 Opdyke, Auburn Hilis. Reserva-
tions: Emily Ferry, 652-3200 or 1
800-772-6225. Sponsor: PalneWebber
Iac.

©® BIRMINGHAM CHAMBER

Thursday, Dec. 7 —~ Florine Mark,
president of the WW Group Inc., will
speak on “You Can Do Anything You
Want To If You Want To Do It Badly
Enough” al noon at the Kingsley Inn,
Bloomficld Hills. Non-member fee:
$20. Sponsor: Hirmingham-Bloom-
field Chamber of Commerce.

© INVESTMENT SEMINAR

Tharsday, Dee, 7 - Free invest-
ment sennars offered at 2 pm. and
T pm at the Clarion Hotel, 1-696 and
Orchard Hoad, Furmington
Hills  Information- 746-4500. Spos-
nor Dean Witter Reyaelds Inc.

tawyers, consultants and other, se
vice providers who can asslst ih [

development of pew businesses.
@ LABOR-MANAGEMENT |

Friday, Dee. 8 — "Joint P'rv
Leadership Skills in & Changing
vironment™ offered 8:30 a.m., bw
p.m. at the Northficld Hilton R
Troy. Fee: $79-$99, Informatian;,
Morris Center, 370-3124. Spug
Oakland County Area Labor Lf&
agement Committee.
© SELF-EMPLOYED TAX
SAVINGS

Tuesday, Dec. 12 — Free semifh,
on tax-saving plans for the
ployed will be 7-B p.m. at the
riott Hatel, 27033 Northw
Highway, Southfield Rese
350-3016 ori-800.343.9632

© O&E Classifieds workl © O&E Classifieds work! © O&E Classifieds workl © Olit

__ ®Usoiber & Eccenfric

644.1070 Dakland Count

while Mexican cars become Ameri-
can, under a sales reporting system
that breaks oul U.S. sales into cars
from Europe, Japan, Korea and the
United States based on the natlonal
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591-0900 Wayne County
85

2-3222 Rochester/Ave vy

CHIMNEYS

«Cleaned

« Screened
+ Repaired
« Built New

OVER 34 YEARS

Fapty Felidaye!

Rarwey
CROWN CONTRACTING, INC.
427-3981

LICENSED ¢ INSURED + GUARANTEED
Senlor Cltizer Discount

Roofs

* Repaired
*Re-roofed

Baby N’ Kids is Rolling in Rockers — Save Now!.

Contemporary, Tradiuonal. Many Styles & Firushes to Choose From. gy

100's of Different Rockers Available for your Selection,
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aby’n Kids Bedrooms

“MIDWEST'S LARGEST SELECTION OF BABY & KiDS BEDROCOM FUANITURE

Mon.-Sat. 9:30 A.M.-9 P.M.
Sunday 12-5 P.M.

TWELVE OAKS MALL ON THE SERVICE DRIVE, NOVI, M

vy

349-2515

YUM!
TASTE'S GREAT EVERY
MONDAY
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Our Already Discounted

Give Your Home
a Present
the Holidays!

10% orr
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ELECTRICAL

CONSTAUCTION, IRC

37400 W. 7 MILE ROAD
LIVONIA, MI 48152 ¢ (31D} 464.2210

Al Al AH AL

Elegant fixtures in a variety of brass and
lass combinations—colors and styles
r all decors and, as always, Fredrick

Ramond quality craftsmanship. i

HOM, TUES, WED, BAT. § 304 00
THURS., PR, 9.30-9.00

Weall _l?\ip_c that nothing serious ever
happens t¢ our child, but if it docs, the CS.
Mott Children’s Hospital at the University of
Michigan Medical Center is ready with expert
help. %

And you get them botls with M-CARE,

tlie only HMO that links
all the résources of (he

U of M Medicat Center to
the personal care of your
family doctor and your
nearby hospital, M-CARE

" Whenit's alot worse
n just a scraped 1

transporl.

(e
The Charce

The pnly HMO backed by the
U of M Medical Cenler.

covers you for office visifs, checkups,
hospitalizalion -~ even e
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Of course, with the M-CARE network of
hospitals in cilies like Royal Oak, Dearborn
and Rochester, you don't always have to go to

knee.

rgency helicopler

the U of M Medical Center.
But isn't it good to know it’s
there whenever you need
it? To find out more, ask
your employer, Or call
M-CARE ot 747-8700.
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