Lacing up

CANDY BORST/stall pholographur

With a little help from his dad, Dennis, 4-year-old Robert
Wagner of Brighton tries out a pair of ice skates at the
winter sports used equipmenl sale sponsored by the
Farminglon Hills Depariment of Special Services Recre-
ation Division Dec. 2 at East Middle School. The fare in-

By James Radebaugh
staff writor

The West Bloomiicld Woods Na-
ture Preserve contalns one of the
most varied collections of wildlife in
the area, according to preliminary
reporis from a naturalist who has
been hired to study the preserve.

“There are some arcas where you

think you could be up norih,” said
naturallst Jonathan Schechter, "You
can't believe we have like

Variety of wildlife seen in
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‘There are some areas where you think
you could be up north. You can’t
believe we have something like this in

West Bloomfield.’

— Jonathan Schechter
naturalist

preservé

out and say, ‘go sce the birds' be-,
cause they'll be gone Schechier-
sald. ..

The preserve ls also ripe with .
deer, red fox, blue spotted salaman. .,
ders, racoons, owls, and a variety ol
woodland ducks and other birds. It
also contains a variety of plant UWe .
and includes more than 25 cdible.
wild plants, such as wild asparagus,
grapes, highbush cranberties, mlnts
sassafras and watercress.

this in West Bloomfield.”

began a {i

study of the plant and animal life of
the 160-acre preserve in Oclober.
‘The study was commissloned by the
township's Parks and Recreation
Commission to determine what
plants and animals exist in the park
before any decisions are made about
the use of the preserve, commission-
er Andrew Bergstrom said.

The study will be completed late
inthespring.

The preserve, which the tawnship
purchased in 1987 with state and lo-
cal money, is south of Pontiac Trail
near Arrowhead Moad. It drew at.
tention recently when hunting blinds
were discovered there.

The $t. Viacent and Sarah Fisher
Center of Farmington Hills has
received a grant from the Skillman
Foundation in the amount of $75,000.

The Skillman Foundation, founded
in 1960 by Rose Skillman, makes
granis in the areas of Children,
Youth and Young Persens, Basic
Human Needs, Community-Wide

, who holds a master’s in
forest resources and Is employed as
a paramedic in Bloomfield township,
recently presented the parks and
recreation commission with a report
of his findings to date.

Having visited the preserve fre-
quently and camped out there for a
night in October, Schechter said that
the varied landscape of the preserve
cnables a great variety of plant and
animal life to live there, Much of the
preserve is hilly and woeded and it
contains  significant marshlands,
wooded wetlands, and grass arcas,

One of the most important finds
has been a group of Great Blue
Herons that nest in a cluster of dead

Collaborative Efforts, Culture and
Arts and Education.

The grant will continue to fund an
Adolescent Pregnancy Outreach and
In-Home Care Program for the cen-
terin 1990,

The program, which began carlier
this year, serves high-risk pregnant
and parenting teens in their own

trees in a wooded wetland,

Thu lung-necked, long-legged birds
only acst in trees surrounded by wa-
ter, and though they aren’t endan-
gered. they are rare in Oakland
County, Schechter said. There are
only two or three other Great Blue
Heron nesting sites in West Blooom-
field and surrounding communities,
according 10 Sehechter,

Once the study is complete, the
commissiun hopes to build and
reroule 1rails so that people can get
close vnough to the herons to see
them without getting so close as to
frighten the shy birds away,

“The big challenge is that we can't
have a bus pull up, all the kids get

Hills’ Sarah Fisher Center receives grant

heme and prevents the need for out-
of-home placemert. More than 500
young women have been served in
1989.

Providing services such as coun-
seling, reterrar assistance and infor-
mation, the program continues the
center’s commitmunt to the needs of
young, single mothers and their chil-

The wants to promote "
the preserve as a learning resource:
for use by the schocls and citlzens”
art large, Bergstrom sald. He asks™
the public to be patient while the
commission plans uses for the pre- -
serve and he cautions residents who
visit 10 be careful. At least one visi- -
tor was injured when he tripped over -
a jog, Bergstrom said. n

Schechter said that dead trees and
logs serve a purpose — they're often.
homes for the salamanders — and ¢
that they probably won't be re-
moved. Trails can be moved to avoid
them, he said,

He also said he's counting on the
prevalence of mosquitoes and poison
ivy near the heron nesting area to ¥
keep people from getting too elose.

dren.

The St. Vincent and Sarah Fisher y
Center provides services to 200 chil-
dren, adolescents and their families &
in need through its six different pro-
grams. Administered by the Daugh-
ters of Charity, the center is celr.uj
brating its 60th year of service to the™
community.
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cluded skates, skis, ski clolhing and toboggans.

Pr|or| ty mall offers fast delivery

i) Christs
v Lost-nintte
criooked,
cording t Farauagten Postiister
Kenneth B Hartis
Prionty mml atfords first-class

bandling  for
more than 12 oune

pounds. [U's fastand consistent, of-
h-nu;; nexl-d dn-h\m up to 150

i .md ddxur\ in three
where in the United States

“1t’s the ideal service for people

who want prompt package delivery
et would like to avoid the higher
conl of express mail next day ser-
viee,” said postmaster Harris.

Ptiority mail can be sent from
amy post office, station or branch or
through rural carriers to any ad-
dress in the United States and even
to foreign countries, The service is
available with insurance, return re-
eipts. COD, certificates of mailing
and special delivery.

Customers interested in priority
mall should contact the Post Office
for details.

METROVISION PAY-PER-VIEW
CALL NOW'

$34. 95 Day of Event

Metroyision,

Channel 20 in Livonia & Oakland
Channel 37 in Redford
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*Some mstrlc{lons may apply.

FACTORY AUTHORIZED

SALES & SERVICE

We Stack The Full Line of Llanel Traine & Aceessorfes
027, O pauge, § (Ameniean Flyer), Standard Gaoge Classics
Lionel Large Scale

WE BUY, SELL & SERVICE USED
LIONEL

HO, N. & Large Gauge Trains & Acceysories
Bachmann Atlas, Roundhouse, Mantua, Mimttin, LGB
Kalamazoo, R.E.A., Delten, Pola, Model Power
ALSO: Wood Ship Models, Plastic Models, Planes, Boats, &
Cnrs
— Hobby Related Gifts —

PLYMOUTH YARD

HOBBIES & GIFTS
4904 Statkweather  Plymouth, ML 38170
455-3455
Located Trackside in the Histotic Plymauth Freight House
Daily 11~ =Sunday {Oct.» Mar.) 11+ 3 pam. ¢ Call for Holiday Houts
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NOW THROUGH
CHRISTMAS.
ALSO, ALL
CHILDREN'S
FURNITURE
20% OFF.
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Chitras e Coury Take a Short Drive in the

Country and Experience Christmas
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kae You Remember It‘

dlsplay and make It a
ktamlly event.
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(Fresh-Cut TIees ovr 200 o
choose from! 3 Lo 1%, Select from the FRESHEST trees in
town! Our buyers have searched the United States and

Canada te briisg you the finest (rees available. Select
from: Scoleh Pine. White Pine, Blue Spruce, While Spruce,
Frasler Fir, Douglas Fir. Balsam Fir, and Conealor Fir.

- o o o We also Custom Flock
{TREE CARE KIT} &~
1

e PraematveDapesalbagd 2

! FREE saes |

Value
| ssthpurchase 5 R or Larger Cut Tree, Saah)
1 Net good with any other cut trre cfice. oA
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/ Come for the FUN!
FREE!

Syurtyaa Pletures
“Feetbclder  ollay Rides :},‘lg g;";;
\cnwnnuu *Camp Fliren
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1 SPECIAL 1

Pluth tatium wraths lundecorated |

S7. 99,

reg. s10.90 |
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I+While 200 Last
| mEvesin0

Buy NOW and get *400
CASH BACK on a
purchase of a CARRIER
deluxe furnace, and central
air conditioner. LIMITED
TIME OFFER, CALL US
TODAY FOR DETAILS
AND A FREE ESTIMATE.

THE WEATHERMAKER®

SX GAS FURNACE

® Super Low Operating Costs.

® Liletime Limited Warranty on the
Heat Exchanger,

® Top Quality Throughowt,

sest

32000
SD DELUXE CENTRAL
AIR CONDITIONER
® High Efficiency = means lowee
operating costy.
® Our New Deluxe Central Air Conditicnce — ~
with deluxe protective features.
® Low Sound Levels for That Quict Comfoet, ..
® Drsigned With Serviceability in Mind,

o

ROLAND BROTHERS
Heating and Cooling

LIVONIA WAYNE OTHER AREAS
" [532-0360 | 722-2253 [722-0599 ]

Showroom and Parts
New! 35820 Van Born* WAYNE
.. 26903 West 8 Mile » LIVONIA




