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Are you
ready
to enroll
in Ride-
Share?

1t you've had cnough of that subur-
ban commute, hear this.
. By sharing rides te and from
work, commuters can put money in
the bank instead of in the gasollne
tank, according to representatives of
RideShare — the free, state-of-the-
art computer service of SEMCOG,
Ihe Southcast Michigan Councll of
Governments.
: In addition (o offering commuters
a convenlent and economical alter-
!native 1o driving alone, ride sharing
‘helps to conserve gasoline, reduces
:air pollution and decreases the nced
!or malmcmncc and repatr of road-

H ]udcshnrc locates compatible car
pooling partners and avallable van
‘pool groups for indlviduals through-
jout the scven-county Southeast
Mlchlgan region.

Interested commuters ean call
*'963-RIDE"” — the hot linc number
posted along area freeways. A
(RldeShare representative can ldenti-
|!y potential match-mates immedi-
\ately and provide the names by tele-
-phone or drop the list in the mail.

The matching service is free. Any
financiat arrangements are worked
out between the car pool partners.
For example, members have the op-
portunity to rotate drlving responsi-
bilities without exchanging money,
‘or may choose to pay one driver a
fee to help cover operating expenses.

CARPOOLERS AND van poolers
not only benefit from a reduction in
gasollne expenses, but maintenance
and repalr costs as well as decreased
auto wear.

+ “A commuter who drives just 20
inlles round trip can save more than
$700 per year by sharing the ride
with one other person,” accordlng to
‘Anha Ste. Marle, RldeShare mana-

ger.
i Those who opt for van pooling can
save even marc. Recent figures show
the nattenal average for owning and
operatlng a normally equipped mld-
size car Is 29.5 cents per mile versus
.09 cents per mile in a van pool.

The most economlcal commuting
option RideShare offers Is to become
‘a van poal driver, Drivers of the 15-
passenger vans ride free and have
‘use of the vans evenings and weck-
‘ends. In return, they collect fares
and work with RideShare to find and
maintain the minimum number of
passengers,

Ninc or more passengers are need-
ed to form a van poocl and recelve a
fully Insured passenger van. The Mi-
chiVan Program Is coordinated by
RideShare, and sponsored by the
Michlgan Department of Transpor-

latlon.

Vnnpool riders pay for thelr seat
one month In advance. Fares vary
depending on gasoline costs, length
of commute and the number of pas-
sengers, A commuter can expect to
pay approximately 350 per month
for a van pool carrying 12 passen-
gers travellng a 50 mile round trlp.
The vans are fully Insured and
equipped with nircondl(lvning, AM-
FM sterco, power stecring, power
brakes and automatle transmisslon.

TRANSPORTATION EXPERTS
believe that ride sharing will contin-
ve to increase because of our soci-
ety's propensity for low density liv-
ing and the dlfficulty of funding
transit. Natlonally, 16 mllllon people
car pool or van poot, which indicates
that ride sharing is already an ac-
ceptable commuting mode for a siz-
able portion of the population.

S, more than 52 million Amerl-
cans drive alone — 150 mllllon emp-
ty seats representing a huge unused
transportatlon resource,

However, ride sharing programs
natlonwide are having an impact. In
Southeast Michigan, more than 115
milllon vehicle miles have been
saved by existing car and van pools
since 1980, which means reduced
sralflc congestlon and highway dete-
rloration.

+ SEMCOG Is a voluntary assocla-
lun of governmental units [n Liv-
ngston, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland,
Bt. Clalr, Washtenaw and Wayne
counties. Its principal functlons are
hort- and long-range planning for
transportation, cnvironmental quall-
y, economle development, houslng,
and use and pubilc safety,
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Copies of the complete audit report from Price
Waterhouse available at the Freasurer's Office.
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