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were later abandoned by Disney and
anlmators in general. These same
niethods of animating are now at the
cyre of all Bluth’s work. And to get
back to classical animatlon basles
was the reason Bluth and company
[¢ft Disney in 1979,

“FULL MOVEMENT animaticn ls
very different from (he limited anl-
matlon of Saturday morning car-
toons, but the two are often confused
by the public, Bluth is quick to polnt
out 'the differences, both technlcally
and, more importantly to the sea-
soned animator, morally.

.. “Limlted anlmatlon Is just that —
limited. Characters don't move even
half as much and visually. They're
one-dimensional.” he said. “At one
golnt, there was a sincere attempt to
develop limited anlmatlon as an art

— Bullwinkle, Mr. Magoo, {or exam-
ple. But now, limited animatlon on
the whole, Isa

three 1o four minutes and advertise
a toy. It's really a form of

tool.

“But let's get to the sout of R, The
real differcnce between what I and
other feature animators do ard Sat-
urday marning cartoons Is this. We
try to tell a story that wlll affect our
audlence, children and adults, bath
emotionally and intellectually, That
you'll somehow be better for the ex-
perience, having seen our film."

In Bluth's opinion, Saturday morn-
Ing cartoons are created solely as a
billboard to sell toys and cereal.
“They have nothing to offer the
young mind. They're not ercated to
entertaln or teach or Impart any
kind of lesson. They're there just to
scll, and chlldren are the vietims."
he said,

“The only reason these cartoons
exist Is to get the kids*® attention so
that the networks can break every

The kids are very at-
tentive, watehlng every Saturday,
and they’re being programmed.”

HE DECLARED, “The cartoons
don’t even make sense, They're non
sequiturs. They have to be turned out
so fast, on a wecekly basls, that con-
tentwise, they don't say anything.
And kids watch them for hours on
end and get very worked up. Satur-
day morning cartoons are, ln a
sense, extremely pornographic. I'm
very much against them.”

“All Dogs Go te Heaven™ will be
the third hit In a row for Bluth, Twoe
of his previous animated {ilms, the
Steven Spielberg presentation of “An
American Tale” and the George Lu-
cas/Spiclberg presentation for Uni-
versal Pietures, “The Land Before
Time," were both critical and box

Nolte’s ‘Christmas Carol’ filled

X Performances of the Meadow
Brook Theatre production of “A
GChristmas Carol” continue
through Sunday, Dec. 31, on the
Oakland University campus in
Rochester Hills. For ticket infor-
rhation, call the box office at 377-
0,

i Back for Its elghth crowd-pleasing
season, “A Christmas Carol” at
Meadow Brook Theatre reminds
grouches and modern-day Scrooges
to mend thelr skinflint ways.
© Meadow Brook's verslon of Dick-
dns’ classic story is a warm-hearted,
gntertalning productlon that knows
how to please a crowd and send folks
home aglow with Chrlstmas splrit.
! Director Charles Nolte's “Christ-
mas Carol” may be less psychologi-
cal and thought{ul than other retell-
Ings of the tale, such as the made-
for-televislon version a few years
Yack starring George C. Scott, but
Nolte, who wrote this dramatlc
stage adaptation, wrings every bit of
Sumor and theatrlcal razzle dazzle
aut of Ebenezer Serooge's midnight
rendezvous with ghosts and splrits.
Nolte delivers a feast of sights and
sounds with the showmanship to
case a generatlon atuned to Lucas-
miyle speelal effects.
< Belore the show ecven begins,
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the mood In the lobby, with songs
about going wassailing and Ged rest-
ing merry gentlemen. . On stage,
weather takes over. Blustery winds
whine around the street corners in
Dlckens London, fog rolls ominously
about Ebenezer's tombstone, and
snow falls on stage in the finale
when the curtain rises on a two-story
Christmas tree that maglcally ap-
pears [n scconds.

PETER HICKS' flexible, revalv-
ing sct and the natural way crowd
scenes camouflage set changes add
(o the sleight-of-hand magic of the
entlre production.

The masterful effects that set the
dramatic mood are just the begin-
nlng. The real audience-gaspers ar-
rive when the ghosts come and go.
For starters, Jacob Marley's ghost
{Glen Allen Pructt) emerges in a
hellfire glow and billowlng smoke
from a trap door In the stage. Histo-
ry has It Will Shakespeare’s Globe
‘Theatre had such a trap door, but in

his day words alone had to create the
hellfire and brimstone, Not any-
more, Meadow Brook's production
weds the old Dickens' tale to mod-
crn, flamboyant effects.

Booth Colman returns for his
cighth season to play the cantanker-
ous Ebenezer as a man who quickly
sees the error of his ways and be-
comes a cute convert to the joy of
Christmas. Paul Hopper also returns
to head the Cratchit household, a
family whose touching goodnuss
stays just this side of cloying sentl-
ment. Kathryn Nash plays a fine
Mrs. Cratchit and Tiny Tim (Bryan
folmes) happily has a veice like &
regular kid's rather than the piping
soprano of a too, 100 angelic choir

Y,
Most cast members double
and sometimes (riple supporting

. roles. It adds to the magic of the

play to see the same players show
their acting versatility in multiple
rules,

®

Spoman of

Trho Ann Arbor
Sunmat At Fott

10 fo 6 Saturday
Noon {o 6 Sunday

B

“Thespirieof Chrisias.

i 4 5

2 A

¢

MACHUS GIFT CERTIFICATES
PERFECT IDEA

FOR HOLIDAY
GIFT GIVING

: Available for any amount at any
H Machus Restaurant or Call 642-1560.
s Machus Gift Box avallable with Certificate.

futh creates animated art

offlce smashes.

“All Dogs Go to Heaven” features
the voices of Burt Reynolds as Char-
lie B. Barkln, a roguish German
shepherd; Dom DeLuise as Itchy, the
nurvous dachshund; Vic Taybuck as
Carface, the villunious plt bull;
Charles Nelson Rellly as Killer, the
misnamed, nearsighted mongrel;
Loni Anderson as Flo, the beautlful
collie, and Melba Moore as the an-
gel-valced Heavenly Whippet, Music
is scored by Academy-Award-wln-
nin, mposer Ralph Buras ("Caba-
ret,” “All That Jazz," “Annie,” "Len-
ny," “A Chorus Line”),

Production of “All Dogs Go to
Heaven” took 19 months to com-
plete. More than 1.5 mlltion Individu-
al drawings were used In the film.
Artists drew from a collection of
1,100 different shades of palnt to col-
or each charcter and background.

ith spirit
Joseph Reed as the Spirit of
Christmas Present opens the second
acl, laughing with such extroverted
delight that his jolly good humor [n-
feets the whole audience. Geolfrey
Beauchamp brings a good-hearted
kindness to the role of Scrooge's
ncephew Fred, As Fred's wife, Anita
Barone projects a coy charm quite
different from the raucous carihl
ness she brings to the role of the
Laundress, but as the Spirit of
Christmas Past her stilted ballet
gestures and affected speech seem
woodenly stylized,
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IN FACT. the s Dickens
created often bordered on carica-
tures. His inclination toward carica-
ture paired with Meadow Brook's
fondness for the melodramatle lead
10 more than a few one-dimensional
racters. But what memorable
wtures they are,

Men, if you're about to turn 18, 1t's
time to register with Selective Service

at any U'S Post Otfice.
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Completely Kingsley

pin 1990 in complete comfort at the Kingsley [nn. Upon areival receive
ar's Day “Care Pack”, then adjourn to the Grand Ballroom for a chumpagne
tenst hefore enjoying a complete dinner of Lobster Tail, Filet Mignon or Swordfish
“rarina and dancing to a lively 6 pivce band, We pravide party favors und a

it sttack bur ind the next morning we'll serve Breakfust. Stay the second

RNIGHT GALA PACKAGE SYR.50 per person, bused on
plus tax and gratuity,

C:Ilcring completely to your evening's plans, the Kingsley also offcrs: hotel
accommodations, Grand Ratlroom Galu, Overnight Suite G

Ll
the Kingsiey can offer to initiate 1990 ripht,

g lounge enter

Cull 6441400 ex1, 5300 and allow Kathy Andree to make your reservations,

Kingsley Inn

Sce us for all your
holiday celebration needs.
Woodward at
Long Luke Road
Bloomfield Hills
644-1400

Seleet all or part of what
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