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8y Joanno Maliszoweki
statf writer

Owners, managers and employeces of liquor-
licensed restaurants and bars in Farmington
Hills can consider themselves forewarned.

In what will be the sixth undercover crack-
down since 1986, Farmington Hills police will
check licensed establishments sometime be-
fore Christmas for sales to youths younger
than 21, Police Chief William Dwyer said,

“One of the reasons we're doing this is that

as the holiday season approaches, many activi-
ties take place where individuals feel ateohol

wine over-the-counter that have been cited by
pelice iwo or more times in the last two years
alse will be targeted, Dwyer said.

The Michigan Liquor Control Commission is
required to suspend or revoke liquor licenses
for licensees who have chalked up three viola-
tions i 24 months.

‘The planned undercover sweep is part of the
department's continuing etforts 1o curtail teen
drinking and sales to minors.

DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS plan to offer
training sessions for licensees and employees

must be used,” Dwyer sald. “During the holl-
day season, we find an Increase In alcohol-re-
lated accidents,”

Any stores that sell hard Jiquor or beer and

in February to explain what can be
done to follaw state and local liguor laws. The
sessions are part of the city’s Operatlon/Coop-
eration, a joint effert ~ involving liquor licen-
sees, police, the city and schools — to step up

the fight against underage drinking.

“The only way we are going to accomplish
the goal in climinating the sale of alcohal to
minors is through a cooperative effort,” Mayor
Terry Sever said in November. “We all need to
believe that it is a problem we should be con-
cerned shout in order to do something coopera~
tively."”

The planned undercover sweep will agatn in.
valve the use of an underage cadet who will
altempt to buy liquer or beer and wine from
establishments. “There will be no attempt to
make the cadet ook oldder than he or she really
is,”" Dwyer said.

Two major 1986 crackdowns irked many bar
and restaurant owners, who tock exception te
the use of underage cadets, whom many
thought Jooked 1nuch older than they were.

Employees should be aware they are subject
to penalty as is a licensee if liquor is sold 1o a
minor. Anyone selling Jiquor must be 18 years
of age, according to stale law.

AS IN prior crackdowns, violators will be
reported 10 the MLCC for violation of state -
quor laws, The MLCC has authority te levy
sliff penalties as well as suspend of reveke li-
quor licenses.

Violators also will be cited under city ordi-
nance, which prohibits the sale of liquor to ml-
nors. City ordinance violation is a simple mls-
demeaner carrying a maximum penalty of 90
days in jail and $500 fine upon conviciion.

Since the department's first 1986 crack-
down, 201 licensees have been checked and 197
violations have been issued.

. think I'll apply for a job with
| the city of Ithas
 very good benefits.”

To which city manager Bob
Deadman responded in fest,
"“Well, we do have an anti-
nepotism clause!”

DOWN the street,

The Downtowa Development
Authority has moved Into the
sew Farmington-Farmington
Hills Chamber of Commerce
office at 33411 Grand Rlver,
Just west of Farmington Road,
across from the Masonic
Temple, in downtown
Farmingten.

Call DDA exccutlye director
Wendy Strip Slttsamer at 473-
7278,

Memorz lane

25 years ago:

put on half-day sesslons next fall
if the new Larkshire Efementary
School is not completed on time,
sald G.V. Harrlson, Farmington
school supetiniendent,
® Mare heated debate crupted
at the Farmington City Council
meeting over constructlon of a
small parking lot off Mayfleld,
Just south of Grand River, by the
Bill Root Chevrolet car -
dealershlp,
N ~— Farmington Enterprise,
Dec. 10, 195(

This week

ATURDAY morning is
basket of joy delivery
ume for the Farmington

' ellows, who

provide rood clothing, (nys and

. everyday ltems for needy
- families and senfor citizens mnh
 holldey season.

o ‘Atleist 400 pupli ity ba ™

what’s inside

thanks to the pedestrian lights, tree lights and colortully light.
ed storefronts in the central busincss district. This view looks
west from the south side of Grang River, cast of Farmington

KX,

Awash with color

Downtown Farmington's aglow with color after nightiall,

RANDY DORST/statf photographer

Road. The array of color is a cooperative etfort of the Down-
and the

town D
city.

Authorlty,

Looking
ahead

Funds sought for
Year 2000 reports

By Joanno Maliazowski
stat writer

The [future looks great. But the
present is walching its dollars.

That's why the Farmington HiMls
Economic Development Corporation
will be asked to pay for the estimat.
ed $45,000 publication of the Year
2000 repor

A specific d\smbullon plan has not
yol beon devised he futuristic
reports, “This t:vms \lkc a very ap-
propriate thing for the EDC to fund,”
councilman Jonathan Grant said.

City Manager Willlam Cestick
agreed to go back to the EDC and
request total financing for the re-
ports’ publication.

The counci! also requested that a
distribution plan be developed and
presented ta holh the city council
and the EDC. The EDC has already
agreed to finauce $10,000 of the total
estimated publication costs.

Surprised by the publishing price
tag. the city council refused to allo-
cate $38,000 for 20,000 copies of a
28-page “user friendly.” calor-illus-
trated summary for city residents
and about $3,000 for 300-500 copies
of a larger, narrative "worklng”
document useful for city administra-
tors and planners.

“THIS IS a document to whet the
public’s appetite,” said Year 2000
consultant Dorie Swede), about the
28-page “expanded newslutter,” de-
signed for the public.

The reports are the result of the
yearlong effort of about 150 valun-
teers who have been studying,
researching and dreaming  about
what the future holds for Farming-
ton Hills. ‘The 28-page brochure
gives an casy-reading summary of
the recommendations made by six
task forces studylng specilic areas,

Traffic seen choking roads in "90s

By Tim Smith

such as financial and economle vital-
ity and leisure and culture.

The city counci) criticized the lack
of a distributlon plan for the 28-page
report, The Year 2000 steering com-
mittee considered a mass mailing of
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staff writer

Growing traffic will contlnue to choke off roads
in Oakland County and the state unless a better
Job s done responding to transportation needs,
said Michigan Bepartment of Transportatlon di-
rector James Pitz on Friday.

But that primarlly means maintaining already-
bullt roads first, Pitz stressed.

“We need to take the dollars we have and make
sure we stay current, (hat we don't fall behind. We
cannot let our existing roads and bridges deter-

Travel doesn’t lessen
her fondness for home

By Casoy Hans

forate further,” Pitz sald.

“Once that’s in hand, we belleve the prlorlly for
the '90s - that was not the priority for the '80s —
is that we have got to respond to the traffic
growth,” said Pitz, who was In Southficld to honor
22 local businesses who participated this year in
MDOT's “Adopt-a-Freeway” pilot beautlfication
program.

According to Pitz, therc was a 30 percent
growih in traffic on Mlchigan's roads during the
'80s, but only a 1 percent Increase in new roads.

more actively pursue ways to generate revenue
for roads; new federal dollars are forecast for
roads; and the projected Haggerty Road connec-
tor project will not be antiguated by the time it is
completed.

To make sure that the state's roads can ade-
quately handle traffic in the '90s, Pitz sald there
are “all kinds of system improvements'" possible,
such as expanding or wldening existing irceways
or bullding new Interchanges.

With Thursday's antleipated opening of the fi-

the report to about 28,000 house-

holds. But the EDC opposed the ldea.-

EDC members preferred that resl-
dents” request a copy by using a

coupan,
“I'm a little hesltant to approve

publication expenses until there's 2!

definitive distribution ptan. I think
you're putting the cart before the

horse,” councilman Lawrence Lichb-

man sald.

PITZ ALSO said that: In heavily

Ploaso turn lo Page 7

traveled Oakland County nced o step up and

stotl writer

Even though travel plays an important role
In her life, to Wendy Strip Sittsamer there's no
place like home.

people .

“I'm staying here lorever." said the Ohio
natlve, now a dichard HIHts resi-

post since 1988, she has enrncd the respect of

dent, “But on certaln football Salurdnys, my
blood stil flows scartet and gr:

A chief promoter of dnwn(own anlnglan,
she is executive director of F.

crs and the contractors wlih whum she coordl-
nates constructlon work.
Strlp Sittsamer carries an alr of calm au-

tead-

Downtown Development Authority. In lha!

Ploaso turn to Page 4

DDA
Sittsamer In frant of Farmington City

Wendy Strip
Walk
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Hall during the downtown Christma:

and Open Huuse Dec. 2,
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