inmates to pay

increased costs

By Pst Murphy
staff wrlter

denled medical attention simply
because they can't pay,” he said,

Prisoners In the Oakland County
Jail will soon be reminded of some-
thing folks on the outslde already
know = ihe cost of living Is going
up.

As appraved by the finance com-
miltee of the Qakland County
Board of Cammissioners lasl week,
affluent inmates will soon be pay-
ing more for room and board as
well as medical attentlon,

Measures must be voled on by
the full board — probably a1
Thursday's meeting — but resolu-
tions approved by the finance com-
mittee call for:

® Increasing the maximum
amount  of reimbursement  the
county can seck from an inmate
for custody and malintenance from
$30 to $55 per day.

® Increasing the amoumt the
county can colleet from inmates
holding jobs under work-release
programs from $10 per day to a
maximum of $30, depending on the
prisoner’s  wages and circum-

- | stances.

o Charging inmates $10 for
each visit to the health clinic and

< | $7 per visit to the dental clinic, Vis-
« | its 1o the health and dental clinics
. | are currently free.

The changes could net the county

2| almost $100,006 per year, accord-

ing 1o Sheriff John F. Nichols and
Dale A, Cunningham, the manager
of administrative services for the
jail who appeared before the com-
mittee last Thursday.

NICHOLS EMPHASIZED the
higher costs would only be assessed
to those inmates who have the
means 1o pay. “And nobody will be

But gpassing higher expenses
along to Inmates makes good sense,
Nichels said. The per day cost of
housing a prisoner has rlsen o
nearly $55.

‘The county can't collect from
every inmate, he said, but some
have considerable bank accounts or
other assets on the outside.

The Oakland County fail current-
1y houses about 1,240 inmates, or
about 120 less than maximum ca-
pacity.

Among them are 115 inmates -
108 men and 7 women — on work-
release programs.

“We have a lot people in differ-
ent fields," said one jail official.
“"We have auloworkers, bakers,
tawyers, phystcians. You name it,
we've got ("

UNDER NEW jail policies, they
will be assessed daily maintenance
and custody fees according to a
sliding scale that takes into consid-
eration the amount of money the
inmate makes as well as other fi-
naneial concerns, such as family
obligations.

With one exception, collecting
the fees may be difficult, Nichels
said.

Visits to the health and denta)
clinics will be dedutted from the
inmate’s commissary privileges, or
he account he or she can draw
against for incidental purchases
like cigarettes. shaving cream and
pomlo chips.

“The intent of this measure (fees
for health and dental visits) is not
to collect money,” said
The new fees are intend-
ed 1o discourage malingering (un-
neeessary sick calls).”
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Weight loss pro

gram

introduced to area women

numu areinvited

Tuse werght ll\mukh anew method
using s identapey at home,

In Control = A llume Video
Weight dosy Mogram s used by
the Ametican Heart Associstion
in s health promotion program,
Heart at Work

People interested in using the In
Control prograny in their own home

may nosw call the distributor, Health
Products Marketing, toll Tree at
1:800-225. A Program Director

will call you biack with information
and cost,

Call today, between 9 and 6, to
start the program by December 27,
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‘Consent’ splits local lawmakers

By Darrell Prossloy
statt writar

I the male statc representatlves
had their way, the House would have
a two-thirds majorlty to override
Gov. James Blanchard's expected
veto of a parental consent abortlon
conirol bill.

‘The bill passed Wednesday with 65
yes votes — seven short of a two-
thisds majority.

Female representatives, however,
gave the bill only 10 percent approv-
al — two of 20 women voted yes.

Both parties were split. Exactly
haif of the 60 Democrats voted yes;
35 of 1he 49 Republicans (71 percent)
vated yes.

The House has 89 male members;
63 voted yes, 24 no and two were ab-
sent.

Of the 20 fenale members, two
voted yes, 15 no and three were ab-
sent.

“It’s a personal issue,” said Rep.
Lyn Bunkes, R-Livonia. 1 hate hav-
ing men decide.”

THE PARENTAL Consent Bill re-
quires unmarried girls under the age
of 18 1o get written consent from a
parent to get an abortion. They also
may obtain penmission from a pro-
bate court.

Observer & Eccentric area repre-
sentatives voting yes were: John
Bennett, D-Redfard; Mat Dunaskiss,
R-Lake Orion; David Honigman, R-
West Bloomfield: Willlam Keith, D-
Garden City; James Kosteva, D-Can-
ton; Gerald Law, R-Plymouth; and

PRE-ASSEMBLED
_WALLPAPERED
ELECTRIFIED

bl
GREAT?‘CR?‘*\%LUE
SALE $39.95
The Doll Rospital &
719 Sawu Shog

Baier 8411038

rw
oti B Shea v Mo

Rep. Wilfred Webh, D-Hazel Park.

Voling no were Lyn Bankes, R-
Livenla; Maxine Berman, D-South-
field; Jan Dolan, R-Farmington
Hills, Judith Miller, R-Birmingham;
and Gordon Sparks, R-Troy.

“This blll is onc of the most mean-
splrited picces of leglslation that has
ever come before this legislature,”
sald Berman, a spokesman for the

itlon.

“How many parents would sup-
port this so-called parental consent
Jaw If they kaew it placed chitdren in
abusive families at risk?

“The truth is that this bill is meant

to put the squeeze on teenagers with
no regard for the horrible alterna-
tives they may seek,” Berman sald.

THE FACT THAT this bill would
bring legislation Into the family
structure is a concern of some the
representatives.

“This is not a bill that supports the
famlly," said Dolan. “We should not
inflict this law that allows minors
and judges to close out parents from
participating in this important deci-
sion that their children face.”

‘The parental consent bill could de-
stroy what it seeks la strengthen —

famlly communicatlon, said Rep.
Miller. “This bill limits parents’
rights."

*1f this is not an antl-abortion bill,
if this is really a ‘pro family’ blll,
why is the word 'family' mentioned
only once in the bill,” satd Rep. Ber-
man. “While the word ‘abortion’ ls
mentioned 18 times?”

‘The House failed to get two-thirds
approval to give the blll immediate
effect. It goes now to the Senate,
which passed a slightly different
version.

Rlanchard already has said he will
veto it,
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Deamatic gold and diamaond designs feom around the world
creating uxurious statements of clegance . .
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313/642-2650

“SFA

Cafe”

Hours:

“SFA Holiday Café!”

Holiday

Saks Fifth Avenue cordially invites you to
jein us at the Somerset Mall entrance to our
Troy store for a complimentary “Cafe
Continental Breakfast,”
December 10th, 17th and 24th.

Please be our guest for a buffet array of
light breakfast fare before you begin your
busy day of shopping. For your
convenience, our special Sunday Holilday

12/10 - Breakfast, 10:30 am-11:00 am;
Store Hours, 14:00 am-6:00 pm.

12/17 - Breakfast, 9:00 am-9:30 amy;
Store Hours, 9:00 am-7:00 pm.

42/24 - Breakfast, 8:00 am-8:30 am;
Store Hours, 8:00 am-5:00 pm.

Plan to join us—and start your day at the
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Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge, Troy.
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A Fur From Dittrichs Feels Like
Being Home For Christmas . ..

SEX
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Fur. The Fashion of Choice.
DETROIT, §73-6X0473) Tt Avemac
NLOOMFILD ILLLS: 643300

1513 N Woodward Avenee
MON. + SAT.9.30. 8,
(Bkomith! Thurs & Fri enl 3302 m)
Dpes Caratmat Kot 1Bam.« 2 pm.
RS

birmin
bloo

ram At association

Christmas Pottery Sale

644-0886

Thursday, December 14th
Friday, December 15th
10:00 am to 9:00 pm
Saturday, December 16th
Sunday, December 17th
10:00 am to 5:00 pm

1990 LEXUS ES250

() FREE LOANER CAR

FREE PICK UP AND DELIVERY
FOR SERVICE IN METRO DETROIT
(@) NO CHARGE FOR MAINTENANCE

« OR OIL CHANGES FOR

o FREE 24 HOUR ROAD SERVICE
GUARANTEED IN WRITING

LEAUIS
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LEASE TERM

3 IN STOCK AT THIS PRICE
OTHERS AVAILABLE

@

LEXUS oF LAKESIDE
Hal Road ouoe s sy

(313) 6-7900
ot evmers Doved

© 24 valve 40HC 158 HP V-6
® ABS AntiLock Brakos

« Ale Bag @ Whoel Disc Braksa

# Crulso Control @ Two Tona Painl
® 15" Alloy Whatls » Power Mimors
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