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Gunter:
TV time
pays off

* 8y Bob Sadiar
- spectal wrlter

What hath Carson wrought?

A common thread woven through
the lives of many of today's young
up-and-comlng comedians Is that
time they speat watching “The To-
night Show" as children.

In one Ferndale home, Yan Gunter
remembers sitting in front of the
television, watching the comics of
the day perform — including the
king of the monologue himself.

T atwuys watched Carson when 1
little kid,” Gunter sald. “I was
ays able to stay up on Friday
hts. I remember watching Robert
Klein and Richard Pryor.”

Of course, comedy was a smajl in-
dustry in 1977, when Gunter gradu.
ated from Ferndale High School. He
weat on to Western Michigan Uni-
versity, but did not forget those fun-
ny television moments, And then, a
few comedy elubs started opening up
across the country — not Just In the
camedic meecas of Los Angeles and
New York.

"l ;,ol started when the boom
started,” sajd Gunter, now 30. “The
new clubs opening up gave me an op-
portunity. Belore that, | was always
thinking about doing stand-up. It was
omething 1 never told people.

w.

AN OPEN mike night during onc
sumnmer vacation led to part-time
work on alternative weekends. After
a couple years, however, Gunier was
able to support himself. Remaining
single and open to {requent travel
wis 2 major contributor to that re-
sult

“You can make good money doing

stand-up, but it depends on how
much you #ant o be away from
nonie,  Gunles said

Fout yvins age Gunter took the
travel factot o step further moving
himself 1o Van Nuys, Calif. — an ef-
fort to get closer to the actlon,

Van Gunter may have sat in front c' lho !n!cvlulon, waltching
the comics of the day perform, when he was a child, But it’'s a
different story now, He's ihe one belng watched.

“I'm out in L.A. because It's the
place you have to be, If you want to
do anything,” Gunter said. “You ei-
ther love It or hate it. Now, 1 like
being there, but it really ts almost
anything goes.”

For that reason, Gunter makes it a
point to come home during the holl-
day season. He vlsits his parents, his
lhu'c sisters and their families.
ways come home for Christ.
mas,” he said.

In the last year, Guater's comedy
career has taken some big strides
forward. He has appeared on Fox
Broadcasting's “Comle Strip Live”
and Showtitne’s Comedy Network.
and audiences have been particular-
ly warm to him

“I mentioned celebrating my 36th
birthday on stage one night, and ene

lady started singing Happy Birth-
day.’ She didn't stop unti) the whole
audjence was singing. ! was so em-
barrassed. All I could say was ‘thank
you”

GUNTER SEES himsell getting
into actlng In the future, but he
needs an agent to do that.

“I've gotten calls to read for a few
parts; my name s starting to get
tossed around,” he said.

Van Gunter will appear at
Chaplin's  Plymouth, inside the
Plymouth  Radisson  Hotel,
Wednesday mruuuh Saturday
Showlimes wre 43101 1 Wednes-
dup wng Tnweaoy. o th addi-
tronal shows ul wdb p m. Friday
and Saturduy For reservations,
call 4544650,
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CELEBRATE IN STYLE
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Creale maglc moments for the entire family by
celcbmling Christmas al the Northfield Hilton.

There will be an elaborste Yuletide Brunch
with Sants Claus served in 2 Winter Wonderland.
Join us from L1 a.m. until 7 p.m., Monday,
December 251h. The price Is only $15.93 for
adults, $8.93 for children under twelre, and

AMBLER’S SPREE="

INCLUDES: Round Trip Non-stop charter Air, Baggage Han-
dling and Round Trip Transfers 10 Hotel.
imentary: Drinks, Shows & Meals.

COMEDY CLUBS

Here are some listings of come-
dy clubs in our arca. To let us
know who is appearing at your
club, send the information to:
Comedy Listings, Observer & Ec-
centric Newspopers, 38251
Schooleraft, Livonia 48130,

@ BEA'S COMEDY KITCHEN

Skeeter Marray, Alturo Sheiton
and Downtown Tooy Brown whil per-
form Friday and Saturday, Dec. 22-
23, at Bea's Comedy Kitchen, 541
Larned, Detrolt. Show times are 8:30
and 11 pm. For information, call
961-2581.
© CHAPLAIN'S EAST

Tom Anzzlone will perform along
with John DeCosse and Touy Manton
Wednesday through Saturday, Dec.
19-23, at Chaplaln's East, 34244
Groesbeck, Fraser. Show times are
8:30 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday
and 8:30 and 16:30 p.m. Friday and
?g‘l’grdny For information, call 792.
© CHAPLAIN'S WEST

Ken Severa witl perform with Pe-
ter Berman and Mario Sclortino
Tuesday through Saturday, Dec. 18-
23, at Chaplaln's West, 16890 Tcle-
graph, south of Six Mile, Detroit. For
information, call 533-8886.
© CHAPLAIN'S PLYMOUTH

Van Ganter will perform Wednes-
day thtough Salurday, Dve. 20-23, at
Chaplain's Plymouth In the Plym-
outh Radlsson, 14707 Northville
Road, Plymouth. For informatlon,
call 4544680,
© MAINSTREET

Kirkland Teeple will perform
Wednesday through Friday, Dec. 20
22, at Mainstreet Comedy Showease,
314 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. Show
times arc 8:30 p.m. Wednesday and
Thursday, 8:30 and 11 p.m. Friday
and 7, 9 and 11 p.m. Saturday. For
information, call 996-9080.
© JOEY'S LIVONIA

Leo DeFoor along with Gary
Tysen and Carl Anthony will per-
form Wednesday through Saturday,
Dec, 20-23, at Joey's Comedy Club,
36071 Plymouth, east of Levan,
Livonia, Show times are 9 pm.
Thursday and Friday and 8:30 and
10:30 pam. Saturday For reserva
tions, call 261-0555
© JOEY'S ALLEN PARK

Dowptown Tony Brown will per-
form along with Mark Hamilton and
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HOTEL & CASINO
LAS VEGAS

VIP SUNKETS
23172 GREENFIELD. SUITE 190
SOUTHFIELD, Wi 48075
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BALLROOM GALA
DINNER DANCE

Cocktall Party with Hors
d'oouvres, Cash Bar « 4 Course
Prima RIb Dinnar « Champagno «
Dancing & Contlnuous live
Entertalnment uniit 2:00 a.m. 1o
1he muslc of Keopsako & Disc
Jockoy Linda Los

+Hats, Party Favora«
$118/Couplo

Hurloy's

presants
Kaleidoscope
Party Favors « Doluxe
Continontal Broakfaat «

Chumpaann’oul .
$25/Cov

New Year's Eve at
NORTHFIELD
HILTON

8p.m, to2a.m.+»CashBare

"SWEET" ROOM
ACCOMMODATIONS

Avaltablo with Ballroom
Package » Deluxo Room
+8p.m, Chock-out

» Champagne Brunch « All
Sowson Pool » Saunas
$118/Couple

« Addltional $80¢ Per Room
Por Night For Entire Wookend

WICKER
WORKS

") 27
Spoclal nlncmoMunu-
316™-123"

€& 9 p.m. Seatings»
Fmo Self Parking »

Lisa Golch Wednesday through Sat-
urday, Dec. 20-23, at Joey's Comedy
Club and Sports Emporium, South-
field Road, Allen Park. Show times
are 8:30 p.m Wednesday and Thurs-
day and 8 and 10:30 p.m. Friday and
Saturday. For information, call 382-
7041,
© HOLLY HOTEL

Heywood Banks will periorm with
Seon Hunter and Jim McLean Thurs-
day through Saturday, Dec. 2123, at
Holly Hotel, 110 Battle Alley, Holly.

Show times are 8:30 p.m. Thursday :
and 8:3¢ and 10:30 p.m. Friday and
Saturday. For information, call 634-
1891,

® MISSKITTY'S

Norm Stulz and Paul Digullo will .
perform  Thursday-Saturday, Dec.
2123, at Miss Kitty's Comedy Club,
Long Branch Restaurant, 595 N. La- .
peer Road, Oxford. Show times are
p-m. Thursday; 8 and 10:3¢ p.m. Fri
day and Saturday. For informatlon, -
cal) 628-6500.
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P Passbook Today!

THE BIGGER &
BETTER STUFFER

4 That's right. There is no need to buy an “Easlside” &

Enlertinment coupon book 1o Get
Metio Detron® The two Entertainment books would

¥ cost ,uu 370001835 U0 per 2eun 510e ol town) You

SGupUl Loor 200 3% 0G on

Coitilathilog. i LOupul. DUORS wnei 0w Duy Uik

GIANT METRU PASSBOOK tor just $27 95

: METRO IS BETTER!
Why 1s Metro BETTER? Because Metra has MORE
EASTSIDE & WESTSIDE 50°v off coupons than bolth .3
. Entertainment books! Plus, Metro 1S good everyday
unbl December 1, 1990!

e
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*  WORLD'S LARGEST PASSBOOK

" You see. Melro 1s the WORLD S LARGEST N
. PASSBOOK according to Guinness Superiauves. the
publishers of the Guinness Book of Worig Records
Thus sl tollows thal Meteo. with over 1,500 oflers. 4
gives you more 5025 olf restaurams. thealers and
sporis than either Enlertainment book pius you save %
$7.00 over edher Entectainment coupon book! Smart
I people never pay more for less

" SINGLE PEOPLE SAVE WITH METRO!,

. Don't forget. even d you're single you can use a
?\.‘Ialro Passbook everyday and get 50% off

L
3 GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT! ]
- N 4
Melro has a great stocking stutfer otler for you
+ Purchase bolh the Metro Passbook and Solid Gold
Coupon book tor just $33.00 (save $8.00) or the Metro
Passbook and SAVE! Coupon book tor $38.00 (Save
$10)' Use the coupon below It's time to get a Metra |
Passbook for yourseif. Don't hurry from store to store
10 ind a last minute Chrisimas gilt. .
Cnns|mas gt that gives all year

Get a Metro

Give them the
The Metro %,

@ @@ METRO SAVINGS COUPON

PRES|

NT THIS COUPON TO GET ONE 1990 METRO @

PASSBOOK FOR $27.95 AT PARTICIPATING:
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senior citizens, $13.95, plus tax and grasgity. Tots
under four free.

Reservations suggested. Cll! 879-2100.
Like Christinas was meant to be, at the,.,
L NORTHFIELD HILTON
55w0whﬁm;x7l;75i&1)ny, Michigan 4809:

With Solid Gold: $33.00
With SAVE!: $38.00
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