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County townships don’t want to control roads

By Tim Richard
stalf wrlter

Township officlals in Oakland
County are llined up solidly against
leglstative bills that would allow
them to take coatrol of local roads
that have been under the county road
commlssion for nearly 60 years,

“Dupllcative . .. wasteful . ..
lack of coherence . . . adversely im-
pacting the coordination of traffic
management, construction schedu-
ling and snow removal” — those
were some of the terms they used
during a recent Senate Local Gove
ernment Cammitlee public hearing
in Milford.

The testimony was orchestrated
by John 1.. Grubba, managing direc-
tor of the Oakkand County Read
{‘ommission, who presented a resolu.
tion from the Oaktand County Asso-
cintion of Township Supervisors,

“Lack of adequate fundiag” is the
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chief road problem, Grubba satd. Al-
lowing townships ta take over county
roads would result in a nightmarc of
capital equipment, liabillty, safety
.'llr;d coordinatlon problems, he add-
ed.

NO ONE SPOKE in favor of Sen-
ate Bills 688-691.

Their sponsor, Sen. Harmon Crop-
sey, R-Decatur, chair of the commit-
tee, was unable to attend. Vice chair
Edgar Fredricks, R-Holland, was the
lone member to hear testimony.

Gene Thornton, lobbyist for the
Michigan Townships Association,
which supports the bills, attended
hul declined 1o speak In favor,

“Some of the larger townships
think they can do a better Job than
the countles” on roads, Thornton
satd in an interview. But he sald he
couldn't identify any that acteally

anted to.

Senate staff member Jerry Vand-
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er Roost, outllning the bills, sald,
“All we're doing Is letting townships
have the same rights and responsle
bilitles as cities and villages.”

COLLIN WALLS, supervisor of
Springticld Township, satd the state
had good reasen to take away road
control from townshlps in the 19301
and give It to county road commls-
slons.

*“The reason was to cooperate and
increase funding. These bills would
not do it," Walls said.

Supervisors of Addison, Com-
merce, Highland, Milford and Oak-
land townships sent letters of opposi-
tion.

Joan M. Buser of Oakland Town-
ship echoed a common theme when

she wrote that her township has “an
excellent working relationshlp” with
the Oakland County Road Commls-
ston,

Two Teamsters Unlon officials,
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who represent county road employ-
ces across the state, opposed the
bills.

“As you travel across the state,
you can notice the difference be-
tween counties, We have 83 different
systems,” sald Henry Mueller, busi-
ness agent for Teamsters local 214.
“These bills would allow thousands
of systems."”

Mark Gaffney, state director of
community affalrs for the Team-
sters, said county road crews and
their managers “are established, ex-
perienced people™ with good equlp-
ment, Townships that take over
roads and hire private contractors
would find Inexperienced peaple
without ndr:quuu: equipment tending
thelr roa

GnUllllA PROVIDED the longest
and most detailed list of reasons why
townships shouldn’t be allowed to
take aver county roads wilhin their
boundaries:

® Townships “could pick and
choose™ which roads they wanted
. ® Townships lack the staffs, spe-

clal and i o

traffic

maintain roads. A county operatlon
can make more ecfficient of re-
sourees.

® Llability could devastate a
1ownship budget. “The three largest
liability losses, ranglng from $1 mil-
llon to $3.4 million, incurred by the
road commisslon for Oakland Coun-
ty, resulted from accldents on roads
in townships.”

® Safety could become a prob-
lem. “In more rural arcas where
speeds exceed 50 mph, traveling
from bare pavement {0 Snow-cave
ered pavement across a township
line could cause serious problems.”

® A township utilizing a consult-
Ing engineer would be ineligible for
federa) road funds because the fed-
cral government atlows design work
to be done only by a publicly em-
pleyed engincer.

® Tratfic engineering — signing.
signalization, pavement markings —
is a speeialized discipline for which
townships would lack cxpertise.
Even some consulting firms lack

. Tawnshlp officials who think
they can spend road money better
than the county read commisslon
quickly learn there's not as much
moncy available as they need.

Grubba told of Avon Township,
which incorporated as the city of Re-
chester Hills and gained jurlsdictlon
over 300 mlles of roads, The county
lost $440,000 in state revenue for
those roads. The new city began re-
ceiving $1.25 million for the same
roads — and even then it had 1o seek
a special tax to provide the level of
service it desired.

WALTER CLINK, superintendent
of the Shiawasse County Road Com-
mission, alsa criticized the bills.

Township governments, he Jaid,
judge road needs “on a head-count
basis — how many people live on a
road. They don't consider the traffic
or the condition of the pavement.”

Clink was cool toward other Crop-
sey bills that would allow countles to
enlarge the number of road commls.
sion board members.
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