By Tim Rlchard
statl writee

The campaign to set up a child
welfare agency as the 20th depart.
ment of state government got a
boost last week when Gov. James
Blanchard threw his support behind

it.

Blanchard and two key tegislators
Jack Welborn, R-Kalamazoo,
Teola Hunter, D-Detroit —
signed an agreement 1o consolidate
the 25 existing agencies that work on
Dehalf of children.

“These bills may go forward,”

id a hesitant Sen. Rudy Nichols, R«
erford.
have told Welborn we have to
it the elfect on Oakland Coun-

ty.” said Nichols, who is sponsor of
three bidls in an 18-bill package.

THUOSE BILLS are scheduled for a
Sepate vate Jan, 30

Uther key makers in major
vaunties are also reported 10 have
reservations on how the new depart-

Child welfare

Blanchard supports making it state agency
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ment would effect mental health and
public health programs.

Nichols said creatlng a new de-
partment “cuts across the jurisdle-
tions of Soclal Services, mental

health, community mental health
services,” That's why 18 bills are
nceded to establish the new depart.
menl, which wouldn't be In place un-
11995,

‘f have told (Sen. Jack) Welborn we
have to revisit the effect on Oakland

County.”

— Sen. Rudy Nichols
R-Waterford

_ The Michigan Constitution, passed
in 1963, required 132 existing state
agencies 10 be consolidated into 20
departiments.

The Legislature promptly created
19 depariments but reserved onc
opening for future needs. Dozens ef
ideas have been floated In the last 25
years, but none has developed the
broad polilical support that a “Chil-
dren and Family Srvices Agency” is

of using existing resources to help
our children and families.

“The status quo is not acceptable.
By combining and streainlinging ser-
vices, government can do a better
job of helping our children lead bet-
ter lives and cnsuring a more pro-
ductive soclety.”

The first step, to be taken by 1991,
would be to elevate the Office of

recelving.

Children and Youth Scrvices to an
autonomous agency within the De-
partment of Social Services.

Next, several veluntary pilot proj-
ects would be launched to combine
state and locat services, Blanchard
said.

Sald Welborn In a jeint news con-
ference: “This agreement puts light
at the end of the tunnel.”

"TIE SOCIAL problems that chil-
dren and familics face are growing.”
said Blanchard.

“We must do a more effective job
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Come Lo historie St John's in the excting new Fox Center in down-
town Detroit, and experience the tmelens Leauty of this soul-warming

10:30 p.m. Lessons and Carols
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A Candlelight Celebration

Christmas Eve as you remember it

« the glow of candlelight

« the singing of beloved carols
« the fragrance of incense

» the peal of the carillon
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Saks Fifth Avenue Open 8-5
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The Mall Closes at 5:00 PM
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ﬂunl World countries, hun-
.ln d<of thowsands of children
are i desperate need of food.
chthing medieal care - the
Basiesaf itte These u\rls and
hovs are even denied the
epportunity o atiend school
They are our nenghbors in
a world that grows smaller
every day

Through CCF voucan
wighborschild The
A month —just 60
aday = o help a poor child in
Asta, Africaor Laun Amenea
v elnld who has virsally
nothing

PMease pick up vour phone
powe and dial the wll-free num-
\ r helow Be a good neighbor
by helping an innocent child

Christian Children's
Fund, Inc.

1-800-228-3393
AToU Free)
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P.V.C. Vertical Biinds

ACTION -
PRICED 75"wun H |

AVAILADLE IN ALABASTER Oﬂ Slw

85° Wx84™ H, Fits 6 Doorwall .
103* W84 H, Fits &' Doorwall 58,68
109°Wx84" H, Fits 100° Wx80" H, 60.88

B)"Ribbed" Design C-Curve
P.V.C. Vertlcal Blinds

ACTION
PRICED

85" WxB4" H, Fits 6 Doorwall
103* WxB4" H, Fits 8 Doorwall..£6.88
109" Ws84"H, Fits 1007 \Wa80°H, 78.88
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C)"'Shell" Design C-Curve
P.V.C. Vertical Blinds

ACTION 4888
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PRICED T8 WxB4"H
AVAILADLE 1N ALABASTER OR IVORY
BS" Wx84" H, Fits &' Doorwall... 62.88

103" W1B4"H, Fits 8 Doorwall.....72.88
109" Wr84* H, Fits 100°Wa80"H, 82.88

D)“Canada IV" Wide Rib
Fabric Vertical Blinds
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PRICED T W B4R
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85° WaB4* H, Fits 6' Doarwall... o
103" Wa84" H, Fits 8' Doorwall 78188|"
109" Wx84" H,Fils 100" Wx80" H, 98.88

E)“Spicer" Linen-Look \
Fabric Vertical Bilinds

ACTION
76 Waa"H

PRIGED
TAKE WITH
IN ALARASTER OR CINNAMCH

85 Vx84 W, Fits & Doorwall .

ts 8° Doorwall 08,88
15 100"

Hor wm-u Fils $10"Wx00"H,118.88
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VINYL. HOH!ZONTAL MINI BLINDS
Ready to Hang-in White or Oyster

(amsze | Ob prow | "ot | db price | “arin |db prioe )
771367 .88 RIS 12,68 T 1688
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1/2" VINYL MICRO, MINI BLINDS
Avallable in White or Oyster
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73147 (:1:] 34 168" 17.88 4T 6t 2188
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" ALUMINUM MINI BLINDS
In-Stock... Take With -Buy & Hang Today!
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Curtron® Balloon Valances

588

VALUES 518 TO$26 e
1n bluo, rose, graen, poach, mauve; 7.
white, natural and gray. Adds charm
1o any room, Easy 1o install.
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