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Walter Sundquist, howpl of turn-of-th Cosecy Hans, siaf! writer; Joanne count ive; Rhonda Rosser, retail gh tl ys an
century splendor in Farmi to  siaft writer; Bob Sklar, community editor; Rose

greetings to our readers. We are
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+ and Mike C

area clrcula-
We wish you every happincss

gh the new year,

What started as a holiday tradition is now a hobby all year Iongig

By Robeccs Hoynas
stalf wrlter

HAT STARTED AS 1 hol-
Iday tradition for Mag-
gie Mlller has become a

year-round hobby that
would make Hansel and Gretel shout
with glee.

The Bloomfield Hills woman has
dedicated a room n her home to her
gingerbread houses, or candy houses,
as she prefers to call them.

“I do mine just for fun,” she saki.
““The real enes are made by true art-
Ists.”

The hobby began 12 ycars ago
while the Millers were llvieg tn Mex-
ico.

"l wanted to show the childrea
there something traditional from an
Amcrican  Christmas,” she sald.
“You'd laugh at it now if you could
seelt.”

Houses of candy

The next Christmas there were
three houses, and the year after Mil-
Ier made a large castle and started
landscaping a village. From there It
blossomed.

“My fricnds started looking for
things for me on their travels,” she
sald, taughlng. “They never want to
ask where I put them. It's really fun-
ny to watch people come over be-
cause they all look very intently
trylng to see where I put their par-
ticular piece.”

Maggic's husband Steve, chlef fi-
nancial offlcer for Chrysler and
president of the Detrolt Symphony
Orchesira Hall, has helped with ber
hobby by constructing wooden tables
with detachable legs to hold Lhe
large viilage. That way the table
tops, and village, can be removed in
large sectlons if necessary. He also
set up clectrical wirlng underncath
the table so that hls wife need only
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Maggic Miller demonstratos how she uses iclng as her gluo to
build a gingarbread house for three-year-olds Kolchl Chihara
and Danny Dardlan at Firat Iimpreeslone nursory achool in West

Bloomfleld.

drlll a hole through the table to hook
up a pew light. B

AND LIGHTS are essential to the
village. Mlller has set up street
lights, coach lights on buildings and
lamps and chandellers inside the
various homes and shops, not to
mentlon all of the lighted Christmas
trees, decorated just lke their targer
counterparts.

Royal fclng is used to hold the
houses together, as well as for the
snow In the village and on the bulld-
Ing roofs. It's known for hardening
Ilke plaster and belng airtight, and
was {irst developed for use on Queen
Vietorla's wedding cake, hence the
royal title, Miller sald. Fifty years
later the cake, which was coated in
this lelng, was opened, and still was
43 [resh as the day it was baked.

Miller said she learned the hard
way that If she didn't use this type of
Icing, the glngerbread would soon
become damp and fall apart.

Many of the Ideas for the houses
and the vignettes came from her
three sons while they were grawing
up.

"'One of the children, when he was
about seven, declded we needed an
cuthouse,” she sald, laughlng. “So we
made an outhouse. But If you notlce,
all of Its fixtures are porcelain,

“When a child gets Interested you
never say no," she sald. “One of my
son's frlends had (his ldea for God-
frey (a dragon) and brought him to
us. Well, T had no idea what to do
with him, so 1 chained him to the
castle.”

The castle she referred to stands &
couple of feet high and is complete
with collector's mintature coples of
the crown Jewels, .

MILLER FINDS many of her min-
latures in Europe. Moro recent ac-
quisitlons are small glass flgurines
of orchestra members In black-tle,

each playing a different instrument.
These she found in Venlee and has
placed under a gingerbread gazebo,

"My sense of design and color has
gotten better,” she sald. “But all of
this for me, is just sitting back and
smillng. I think each person Is a frus-
trated artist."

Miller said she makes three new
houses every year. One goes to her
housckeeper, another to her hus-
band's secretary and the third to Lee
ITacocea.

“1 don't know what he (lacocca)
does with them, but 1 hope he cnjoys
them,” she satd. “My housckeeper's
kids tried to cat the first onc I gave
her, but I tell everybody they're just
to look at. I hate to think how leng
some of this candy has been around.

“I wish my technique were better
but I don't beat myself over the head
about it," she said, smiling. "I only
had boys, you know, so this was my
dollhouse.™

‘My sense of design
and color has gotten
better. But all of this
for me is just sitting
back and smiling. |
think each personis a
frustrated artist.’
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