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New movie houses
part of the family

By Dan Groenberg
spogial writor

“Our policy is that when we buy
land and become part of a com-
munity, we don't sell it. It be.

}‘T.",",}‘ part of the family." — Ira ‘Pretty much anybody
Fllmlly ls the keynote of Ira in the Detroit
Xorff's approach to management. metropolitan area can

of Natlonal Amusements in
Dedham, Mass., he was in town re-
cently to oversee the Dec. 8 opening
of two major additions to his corpo-
eatd family, the elght-screen Show-
casg Clnemas Westland and the 14-
scroen Showcase Cloemas Auburn
Huls,
There are nat a lot of large, famil-
ly-owned, private companies lelt,

seo whatever they
want at a Showcase
Cinema.’

— lra Korff

but :National Amusements, propric-
torgof 63 Snowcase Claemas screens
In metropolitan Detrolt, is one of
them.

With more than 600 screens in 14
states in the eastern balf of the Unit-
ed States and in Great Britaln, Na-
tionkl ranks in the top 10 of U.S. the-
ater operalors, Its average gross per
screen (in dollars) has been close to
the {op uf the charts in recent years.

10 addition, Natlonol Amusements
Is the t company ¢f Viacom In-
ternational, which owns nine radio
and flve television statlons, 18 cable
TY systems, MTV Networks and
Bhowtime/The Movie Channel. More
recently the company has been in-
volved In shopplng center develop-
ment.

IT'S RATHER clear from the ap-

pearance and comfort of Showcase
Cloemas that Natlonal Amusements
rxu service to Lhe family In the
orefront of its planning, execution
and style. For the recent opening, it
beought in a Kansas City manage.
ment expert to train the Westland
and Auburn Hilis house staffs,

Korif said, “Pretty much anybody
in the Detrolt metropolltan area can

This auditorium is one of eight at the Show-
Ci

case Ci

see whatever they want at & Show-
case Cinema.”

With 22 new screcas, ‘elght in
Westland and 14 In Auburn Hllls,
Showcase Cincmas s positioned to
make good on that promise, Further,
1t is devoted to providing pleasur-
able surroundings,

“Qur trademark Is luxurious, gra-
clous entertainment complexes with
all the latest innovallons. They've
got our famous rocking chair seats.
You sit here and you know you're in
a Showcase Cinema,” Korif re-
marked with obvious pride.

Westland has 2,100 rocking chalr
loungers wiite Auburn Hills has
4,800, Trosc lounger chairs are not
the usual fixed theater seats but re-
clining Joungers that Nationa) devel-
oped as the hallmark of its famlly
orientatlon, just like sitting ln your
own living room.

BESIDES WESTLAND and Au-
burn Hllls, there are metropolitan
Detrolt Showease Cinemas in Ponti-

ac, Sterling Heights, Harper Woods
and Dearborn, as well as Grand Rap-
ids, Ann Arbor, and Flint where
“Roger & Me” premlered Tuesday,

National Amusements’ extensive
holdings may not sound llke a typlcal
famlly buslness but it is privately
held, with Korff representing the
third generatlon of family manage-
ment.

Korff's extensive list of credits
and accomplishments belles his
youthful appearance. A graduate of
Columbla University, Brooklyn and
Boston Unlversity Law Schools and
the Fletcher School of Law and DI-
plemacy at Harvard, he earned
Ph.D. as well as M.A,, B.A. and law
degrees,

Before entering the family busi-
ness, Korif worked as a diplomatic
and legal consultant to private and

the Norfolk County (Mass.) District
Attorney's Office and as a special as-
sistant attorney geseral in Massa.
chuseits.

“The type of law that I was prac-
ticing was really very exciting. 1 did
a jot of consulting for the UN and for
the US. State Department,” Korff
sald.

But the opportunity to joln Nation-
a! Amusements, the family business,
‘was even more entlelng.

“NATIONAL AMUSEMENTS was
founded by Michael Redstone in the
*30s. He opened one of the largest

Auburn Hills, which also opened In early De-
cember, boasts 14 screens.

‘Our trademark is luxurious, gracious
entertainment complexes with all the
latest innovations. They've got our
famous rocking chair seats. You sit
here and you know you’re in a

Showcase Cinema.’

chains of drive-in theaters in the — lra Korff
country. He was also in the nightclub Chief executive
buslness,” Korff said. .

The Showcase Auburn Hills facili- National Amusements

ty was bullt on the former site of the
Bluesky Drive-ln. “We siill have
about 50 of those old drive-In sites,
most oot operating, but that Jand is
part of the family,” he said.

Koril's father was a close friend
of Michael Redstone whose son,
Sumner, Ls Korf['s father-in-law, The
Kor{{s have three childrep, ages 4, 6
and 8, and llve in the Boston area.

Korif bas a thoughtful approach to

the business: “It's really alce to walk
into these beautifu), luxury theaters
and enjoy the movies as an escape
irom reality. But don't get carried
away, If you start living the life you
see in the movics, you're going to go
down the tubes.”

He also offers that advice to
would-be filmmakers: “Keep your

feet on the ground. It's too casy to
get caught up, but Hollywood s not
the rea) world.”

‘The family ts.

At least that's the conclusion
drawn from N-tional Amusements’
track record, a company now man-
aged by the famlily's third genera-
tion, Ira Kortf, CEO,
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The Sheraton Southfield
Hotel is offering two fabulous
ways to help you kiss the old
year goodbye. And welcome
the New Year hello. In siyle,

New Year's Eve Celebration in
Sensons Cafe and Nickels Lounge

©$249 .

with overn/ght necommodutions

Begln with dinj
Then muve lnto Niv L our higl
tounge, o ring (n the New Year? Danee to top
1L sounds aad the latest videos,

Includes iveendght guest room, upen bar
CHE 2 ., champagnes oast, party fwvory,
continenta hreakfisst midnight o 2um,,
ey, grutudties and this elegant menn.

H poe i Sensans Cafe,

Seafood Fettuelad
Caesar Salad
nginne Sorbet

o
Cholre of:
Roast I'rime RIb of Beef, ftato Dutchess
Swordlish Steak Amerlean, Rice Pliaf
Hreant of Chicken Angelica, Rice 1af

wn
Chel's Fresh Vegetable Medley
Dessert eart featuring a
Iviahiwssnrtment of fresh fralt,
cokes amd tortes
Fresh buked rolls and butter
Caffee, Tea, Decaffeinnted Coffee

Dine and dan

il

S o°r® O

Ce your way

New Year's Eve Festivity in
The Great Lakes Ballroom

$239 e

with evvrnbght accommadatinns

Horsd'veuvre pecoption at 7:30 pon, Diner
atd dane(ngH ok, o 1. to the hig band
sounds of the 12 pleee Chuck Hobinette
QOrchestra,

Includes overnight guest reom, open Tar
ul2aa Taampugdne toust, party fuvors,
wntin Breakfast mildulght to 2 a.n
Laxes, gratulties atud this sumptuous m

Seafood Fettueinl
Caesar Salid
Champegine Sorbet
wn
Cholee of:
Roast Peime 81D of Beef, Potato Dutehess
Broiled Satmon with Hlollandaise,
Rice Pllaf

wn
Chers Fresh Vegetihle Muadley
Chocolite Hazelnut Torte
Fresh Baked Rolls and Butter
Cofler, Tea, DecalTelited Cofive

g Y

Alternnte

portation will e wlluble, ¢ ENY
And have a happy new year! N, ¥
My

.

: Sheraton Southfield Hotel

‘Yhe hasplitality people of ITT

: Formerly The Michigan Inn

B 16400 J.L, Hudson Drive, Southiield
' Advunee resenvations required, Phone 559-6500.

NEW VEAR'S EVE PARTY

AT MERITAGE
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT AND DANCING

OR
“BEGGARS’' PURSES”® WITH ROCR SHRIMP

sSourP
LOBSTER CRAYFISE BISQUE
on
WILD PUSHROOM BARLEY
SALAD
CAESAR SALAD
on
FIVE GREENS SALAD
WITH A DIJON LEMON RERB VINAIGRETTE

MAIN COURSE
BANHID SALMON FILEY ON MULTT.COLORED PASTA
AND OF CUCUMBER

TOSSED IN A FRESH DXL, CREAM SAUCE
oR

BIRD OF PARADISE
ROASTED DOUBLE BREAST OF CRICKEN FILLID WITH
MUSHROOMS TOFPED WITH A MIOREL CREAM SAUCT
OoR

ROASTED FILEY OF BEEF TENDERLOIN
WITH A TARRAGON BUTTER SAUCE

ALL DINNERS INCLUDE CHOICE OF RICT OR POTAYO

DESSERT

. *THE PARTY'S NOY OVER YET™
A SPECTAL TASYING OF THE MEIRITACE'S PASTRIES
INCLUDES A TOAST OF CHAMPACRE
$60.00 PER PIRSON
NOY INCLUSIVE WITH SALES TAX OR GRATUITY

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL:

573-4470

MERITAGE

6880 East 12 Mile Road
Warren, Michigan 48092




