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By Susan Buck
stalf writer

One young mother has three chil-
dren younger than 2. A famlly with
three sons has one chlld with a se-
vere breathing problem.

Another houschold has three gen-
erations llving under the same
roof, They all contribute care to a
dlabetic grandmother who recently
lost two Loes to gangrene.

‘These folks are among those who
received asslstance Saturday {rom
the Farmington Area Goodicllows,
who help put a beat back Into the
hearts of struggling famitles and
help create happy hollday memo-
rles. '

VOLUNTEERS DELIVERED
266 scts of three baskets of joy to
156 familles with 373 children, as
well as to 138 senjors.

The baskets contained canned
goods denated largely through the
schools, apples, corn finkes, dried
beans, fresh bread and glft certifl-
cates to a local grocery and dls-
count store.

Famllies also received toys,
knltwear, bays shirts, girls dresses
and chlldren’s jeans. Senfors also
recelved stationery, stamps, soap,
lotlon, paper goods and kaitwear,

Famlly makeup dictates the slze
and content of cach basket. Poten-
tial reciplents must document
need. Local senlors make much of
the knltwear.

“The food boxes alone, all three
boxes together, are probably worth
$85-390," sald Fred Tuck, a volun-
teer who helped pack boxes.

THE GOODFELLOWS were
called to ald fewer famllles and
senlors this year, But it's possible
the familles atded Lhis year were
more in need, Goodlfellow James
Stevens said. .

“What has happened I3 that over
the years, the number of famllles
who we have served has gone
down. Also, people don't have as
many children,” Stevens sald.

Thus came the declsion several
years ago to add seniors who need
help to Lhe reclpient list.

Besldes adult volunteers who
came with helping hands Saturday
morning, National Honor Society
students from Fal gton and
Harrison high schools, along with
North Farmington High Varsity
Club members, participated n
loading personal trucks and vans
lined along an empty storefront in
the Village Commons Shopping
Center [n downtown Farmington.

Farmington-based Nelson/Ross
Propertles donated use of the
storefront during the weeks leading
up to delivery Saturday, Robertson
Brothers Pool Servlee, a divislon of
Paddock Pools In  Farmington
Hills, donated the use of scveral
trucks and drivers,

LEE RATLIFF, a Goodfellows
volunteer since 1958, drove hls van
accompanied by passenger Chris
Hartsock, 10, a Flanders Elemen-
tary flfth grader and son of Bl
Hartsock, a Farmington city coun-
cllman. The senfor Hartsock was
also on hand with former councll-
man Arnold Campbell.

At one stop, the Willlam and
Mary Walker home on Wheeler in
southeast Farmington Hiils, three
generations lve under one roof,
Grandchlldren Levl, 6, and Bllly, 4,
gladly opened the front door to ad-
mit the Goodlellow volunteers ac-
companled by an Gbserver report-
er and photographer.

My daughter comes down here
because my wife just had two two
toes amputated,” William Walker
sajd, “She's not supposed to do any

walking or anything."

“My daughter, Suzanne, and
these two kids (grandchildren) live
upstairs, but it’s too cold up there
and they dldn't go up there today,”
Mary Walker said.

THE WALKER home has sever-
al birdeages in the living room
filled wlith a mynah bird, parrots
and parakeets.

“I was thinklng of maybe trylng
to ralse some birds and scll them to
pet shops because he (husband) just
got hls Soctal Security,” Mary
Walker sald. “I was in the dolt busl-
ness. 1 was trying to make a busl-
ness selling doll clothes. I won
prizes downtown. But then I broke
my leg and got Into a "

Goodfellows put
the beat back into
hearts of the needy

badly frem gangrene that two toes
had to be removed.

I just can't recuperate from this
operation,” Mary Walker said,
“They're giving me one therapy,
but they think they are golng to
glve me another therapy.”

THE SALE of a special-gdition
Goodtellows newspaper the day af-
ter Thanksgiving ralsed more than
$17,000 thls year.

The Goodfellows, a lifeline for 40
years, olfer limlted emergency as-
slstance throughout the year.

They also donate money to
Neighborhood House, which serves
as a clearinghouse te match local
resldents In need with appropriate
services and agencles. Virtually all

The Walkers tell a story about
how Mary went to sleep and during
the night her left leg swelled up so

cash to the

come back (o the community,
minus the cost of baskets and
stamps.

Goodfellows call for donations

donation, to:

Agaln this year, the Farminglon Area Goodiellows need your
support to help provide year-round emergency assistance to
needy familles and senioss in Farmington and Farmington Hills.

With the money that's donated, the Goodtellows also deliver
holiday baskets containing food, clething, knitwear as well as
toys for families and basic essentials for seniors.

Virtually all donated money is returned to the community
because of lhe Goodfellows’ minimal operaling costs.
Please till out the coupon below and mail it, along with your

Goodfellows

F ! Area G
33411 Grand River
Farmington, Michigan 48024

Goodlellows hel'pur Chris Hartsock, 10, of

Volunicer Dave Singer moves food baskets
Saturday morning at the Goodlollows head-

Center.

SHARON LeMIEUX/atatt photog

Far food basket to &
house on Wheeler in Farmington Hills as 6-

the

h h g
SHANGN LMIEUK/statl photographer
North Farmington High students John Kraus (lcft} and
Chris Rivers help load food baskets Saturdoy morning at

quarters in the Village C h

Shopping Center.

ters in the Village Commons

2 {
SHARION LeMIEUX/atatf photographer
year-old Levi Walker holds the door open
Saturday morning.

3

PRSP YUt I DOy

A request to rezone the northeast
corner of 14 Mile and Orchard
Lake Road from office service and
general buslness to communlty
business was Introduced by the
Farmington Hills City Counci!
Monday.

The clty council will conslder
enacting the zoning change in Jan-
uai

ry.

L William Sherr, a real estate
developer, wants to combine four
parcels and rezone them to allow
for a three-tenant community busi-
ness district.

The Michigan National Bank
branch currently on the S.6-acre
site would be torn down and re-
bullt. Another parcel houses n
Michigan Bell swilching center,
which also would be torn down.

Orchard Lake/14Mile
rezoning introduced

Two other parcels are vacant.

The new commualty business
district would [ront Orchard Lake
Road, 14 Mlle, Northwestern High-
way and Greening.

On Nov, 16, the planplng com-
misslon recosmmended approving
the rezoning request.

‘The acrcage is master planned
for office and commereclal use. But
planners felt the rezonlng request
“would be a reasonable alternatlve
and wouldn’t have a ncgative im-
pact on the master plan,” said Ed
Gardiner, senlor planner for the
city. .

Book tells on how to raise a ‘mensch’

By Natalle Halporn
special wrlter

In a world where many things are
“me" first and there are no prizes
for being nice, Rabbl Neil Kurshan
has written a book for parents of all
falths, about how o ralse children
who will strlve to meet thelr goals
without losing their capaclty to be
decent and kind.

He was at Adat Shalom Synagogue
last week at the invitation of the
congregation's Adult Study Commls-
slon. An audlence of about 70 turncd
out to hear him discuss his book,
“Raising Your Chlld to be a Mensch”
{a decent, responsible, caring per-
son).

“The arcas of concern that congre-
ganis focus on," Kurshan sald, “are

shows that a
ty business district would create
fess traffle at peak hours than off-
lee zoning would. Planners also
could better control curb cuts, Gar-
or sald.
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not but famlly concerns.
‘They may be successful and econom-
lcally secure, bul they are still anx-
fous about thelr families.”

HE CALLED for “activist parent-
Ing,” In which parents are “active
role models, wlling lo walk a
tightrope between slove and disel-
pline, praise and constructive eritl-
clsm, As parents grow, so will thelr
children grow. A child who fecls

loved and valucd, heard and under-
stood, who knows he or she s taken
serlously, Is on the way to becomling
the kind of person who will love, val-
ue, and appreciate the worth of oth-
ers throughout their lifetime.

“Ethleal values have to be taught
by example. They do not emerge au-
tomatically,” he added. “Instliling
values takes a great deal of time.
Parents who choose o be full-time
parents should not feel they are part
of a besleged minority.”

He recounted how the book came
Info belng. "It grew from a High Hol-
lday sermon on menschlichkeit —
knowing the responsible, fair, and
decent thing to do in any situation. ¥
wondered why there are
galore on how to parent, hut few or
none on how to rear and nurture a
child to be kind and caring. A very

persistent congregant, who happens .

to be a literary agent, persuaded me
to write this book to answer that
need.”

Menschlichkeit calls for belng sen-
sitive to other people’s needs, It s
acquired, Kurshan belleves, by llving
close to family and one's

decency, generoslty, kindness, and
above all, Integrity. You cannot be a
mensch In isolatlon. In the Jewlsh
culture of Eastern Europe where the
term arese, to call someone a
mensch was the highest compliment
that could be given.”

EARLIER IN the day, Rabbl
Kurshan met with the headmaster
and several parents of third graders
at Hillel Day School to explore strat-
cgics for teaching menschlichkelt In
the context of a day school. Hllte!
Day Schoot in F Hills

WAV IY] £

rows up, B
“Institutloral supports for val

no longer exist as they did In pi

ous generations. Schools once rel

forced common values, Publie
school educators today speak of Vi]—
ues clarificatlon, which purporty-tp
be value-ncutral, but is not. They a4
sume all values arc relative and th
Important thing is not so much; 1
know right from wrong, but to ug
derstand the values you hold an
why you hold them, Da we want pul¥
fic schools to teach values?” ~
In extended fam!

serves children from kindergarten
through cighth grade from South
Oakland County, Detrolt and Wind-
sor, The majority of the school’s 520
students lve In West Bloomlleld,
Farmington Hills, and Southfleld.
“The [mportant Ideals we want for
oursclves and to transmit to our chil-
dren glve life meaning” according
to Kurshan, "Parents can have a
unique cffect bocause Lhis area Is
determined by nurfuring, rather
than biology.” He clted a recent
atudy that found that the personality

sense of obligation beyond the faml-
ly to the broader community, “This
reflects a soclal [deal representing

tralt by envi-
ronment Is “nlceness.” The influence
of the family Is paramount in deter-
mining the values with which one

The
lles, which used to live In proximi
he said, now makes it a “tutorial re!
te.” People used to live and grow v
in a community with a cohcrent se
of values that touched everyone’
personal life. ,

“We live In a sccular world.!
Kurshan sald, “and parents are,qd
thelr own in instllling values.: I
takes a great deal of time and enef
gy, but parents have to be role mog:
cls for thelr chlldren. No one has
(he answers. The goal is to be
human belng, not perfection, We
ognlze that Mfe consists of Imperfs
compromises, wo have to
cholces,” and these values guide j
maklng them. h




