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Gardener finds answer to azalea problem

By Morgo Alpern
spocial writor

There always are questlons to be
asked and research to be done in
gardening because there are 5o few
constanl, irrefutable facts.

There is just a stream of varia-
hles.

What is true In 11,5, Zone 4 may or
may not be true in adjacent zones 3
or 5. Fach seasen and cach year
bring different weather conditions
that one must evaluate. Within one's

own back yard are mini-zones,
where different soil conditions and
different light exposures must be
consldered.

The serious gardener must look at
all the facts, continue to read and
ask questlons and then decide what
is most approprlate In hls or her gar-
den. T recently had a problem that 1
had ta research,

LAST SPRING the decidusus
azaleas in my yard didn’t put out
their usual beautiful display of

Art Classes start Jan. 13

Paint Creck Center {or the Arts of
tochester offel
m drawing, painting, sculpture, clay
and photography for adults and
youth of all skill levels beginning
Sawurday, Jan. 13.

»
2
%
o

also available far specia) interests
such as wearable art {youth} or col
lage, Jewelry making, paper mar-
bling and water media (adults).

For registration call the PCCA. 10
am. to 5 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday,

peach, yellow and orange flowers. |
could see they needed fertilizing, but
decided to rescarch the hazards and
the merits of lall fertilizing. My gar-
den literature ylelded several ques-
tiens and no clear answers, 5o I de-
cided to discuss It with local experts.

Several nursery people discour-
aged fall fertitizing altogether. The
plants can't take up the fertlllzer. It
will all Jeach out or it will result in
soft growth, they sald.

1 checked further with Westeroft
Gardens in Grosse Ile and Gregg
Patchen at the Michigan Extension
Service. With theusands of rhododen-
dron and azaleas in their four-acre
parden, Westeroft Is a beautiful sight
inthe spring.

THESE EXPERT GROWERS fol-
low a program of three feedings a
year. They use a product they devel-
oped more than $0 years ago called
Green Leaf Compound, which is ba-
sically an acid soil conditioner. This

cret tormula is spread on the plants
in October, April and May.

The fall feeding either is taken up
by the rools or remalns in the solt to
be absorbed in the spring. The
Westeroft people were very spectfic
about the timing of this applicatlon.
The brie! period from Oct. 10-31 is
when the roots are siili actlve, but
top growth has ceased and there is
no reason for concern about initiat.
ing further green growth,

The April and May feedings, of
course, are to nourish the plants
when they are most actively grow-
ing. Also, if iron deliciency appears
in the spring in the form of yellow-
ing follage (Chlorosis), then Miracld,
an iron foliar spray, will green the
leaves in a surprisingly short time.

This frequent feeding and soil con-
ditioning may only be necessary if
the plants, like mine, don't bloom or
appear vigorous. If your seil is ex-
cessively sandy or alkaline (neither
of which promotes successful rhodo-

tions may he necessary.

Several products on the markel
are labeled as being especially for
rhododendrons and other acid-loving
plants. 1 applled one in October to
foliow the Westcroft recommenda-
tion on time of feeding. Next year, {
will order Green Leaf in time,

Since rhododendron and azaleas

are very shallow-rooted, they don't
seem 1o object to being transplanted,
especially in the fall, and it isn't a”
difficult jyob.

ALTHOUGH THERE are botanl-

cal differences between azaleas and

rhododendron, to the average gar-

IN SOME AREAS of southeast
Oakland County, the sofl s quite al-
kaline and sandy. The closer one
lives to Woodward Avenue, the more
likely one is to enjoy the rich acid
soil that is esseatial for rhododen-
dron growth.

The farther west of Woodward one
lives, the more likely it is that the
soil is sandy and alkaline because of
the many lakes in this north-south
strip of Oakland County.

Trying 1o correct soil condition is
an endless task. Patchen recom-
mends removing the soil allogether
and replacing it with peat moss and
other acid materials if you are

protection is  needed.
smaller-leaved azaleas will thrive in
sun, while the larger leathery leaves
of rhododendron need shade, as Is
found in a northern exposure.

dener the main difference I3 in their
stze. Rhododendron generally have a
larger structure, larger leaves and
larger flowers. Rhododendron are
evergreen, whereas azaleas can be
cither evergreen or deciduous.

The l;lrgur the leaf is, the more
Thus, the

By and large these plants are

carefree, requiring only adequate
moisture during dry spells: a rich
mulch, such as chopped up acid
leaves each fall: and a protected lo-

One-three session workshops are  651-4110. partially organic fertilizer with a se-  dendron growth), then frequent addi-  determined 1o grow these shrubs. cation.
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UPDAYED CAPE COD
On almost an acro. Spaclous modern kilchen,
4 bedroom, den, finlshed bosement with bar.
Birmingham malling & Schoots. This ane won't
(a5t!! $189,000 Red Carpot Kolm Mapfe, Incor-
porated. 553-5888/642-6500

BEAUYIFUL CONYEMPOHARV
in prostiglous Long Lake Estates. Coramic
toyor, great room wilh fireplace. Sub-zoro ro-
frigeralor and Jenn-Alre stove, gprinkler sya.
1em. $348,900 Red Carpel Keum Maple, Inc.
642-6500/553-5888

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT STYLE

Four bodroom y with
breathtaking view, black waloul tioors, slono
fireplaces, skylights, vautted cellings, glass
window walls, slate veranda and moro.
$628,000, 645:5800

BREATH TAKING LAKE VIEW GﬁEAT MIDTOWN TROY LOCAT'ION
il Vith convanlent .75 accossidility, this spa-
cious 1hroo bodroom ranch includes o family
room with firoplace, full basemont, side oniry
garage and a large 1rood lot. $124,800 (M152)

Newly
by boauty. (PA). 855-9100

e
T‘NE DESIQNER LDOK
Privato entrance. ¥
Two bodroom suitos with prlvlln baths. Al-
1ached garage. $104,500 (R!). B55-9100

LOVELY TUDOR, LAPLAYA SUBDIVISION
Lake privilegos, 4 bedrooms, family room, -
brary wilh wot bar. Noutral Decor. Central Air
conditioning, secunly and sprinkler system.
Subdwvision park ond tonnia courts. Threo car
garage. Red Carpet Kelm Maple, Incorporal-
cd. 553-5888/642-6500

PREE"OIUUS BLOOMFIELD VILLAGE
Four bedrooms, Four bath colonlal, vaulied
ceiling with skylighls ond_groat room wath
door-wail 10 targe deck. Family room, den,
Second Hoor laundry. $438,000 Rod Carpet
Kelm Maple, Inc. 642-6500/553-5888

OREAT LOCAT]ON
Threa bedroom Colonial with Bir-
mingham schools, hardwood floors, formal
dining and groal room, dinetts with door-wall
1o potio, Isrgu lot, Mnished basoment.
$154,900. 645-5800

NORTHWESTTHOY
Large quadievel homo locsted within an at-
tractive, established noighborhood. Containa
four, possibly five bodrooms, two-and-a-half
baths and more! Jus! listed a1 $357,000. {§
435} 649-1000
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presents these
fine homes...

Each otfice is independently owned and operated.

OLD ORCHARD, INC.
6545 Commerce Rd. 363 8307 West Bloomficld, Mt

JUSTRE‘DUCED
New Construction. Magnificent model home focatsd In
Hunters Ponte Sub. Stunning ontry foyer, oak fooring In
witchen, tamily room and dining. Graclous firoplace tn -
bmry ana family room and 0 much mora.

Boautiful 3 bodmom Z’A bnlh sprawling brick Ranch offers.
2.way fireplaca batween living room and famity room, fabu-
tous finished basoment and atisched gurage. Birmingham
Schools.
$109.900

£ AR
LIKE A CONDO ON THE LAKE
This two bedroom lakefront I3 like brand now,
huge dock, doorwsll. Room for a garage. This
Lower Straits frontage Is perfoct tor singles,
young couple or the empty nestor, Low mante-
nanco. Lots of troes for pavacy. Groat viow.
$128,900. CONTACT NAN 363.8307

MILLION DOLLAR VIEWI
Cedar Istand Lakelront. Sharp nowly remodeled-
qualily thru-out. Largo mastor bedroom, 3 buths,
gourmet klichen, oxtensive decking on lako side
wilh hot tub. So many extras you'll have 10 see fot
yoursolf. Groat beach area for summer enjoy-
mon). Reducod for quick salo. $289,900. CON.
TACT BAAB 363-8307

JuST REDUCED
Boautifully updated 4 bedroom Coloaln! docoraled with
contemporary flalr. Spacious groat room with fireplace, spa
ro0m with hot tub with Iull both and skylights. Bay window
in dining room shows boautiful view of Woodpecker Lake.
$208.000 855-2000

CLOSE 70 DOWNTOWN BIRMINGHAM
Lovely 3 bedroom brick Ranch In North Royal Osk offers
torma glning room, tamily room with fireplace, living room
wilh fireplaco, finlshed basement and 2 car garago on irecd

iE X
PRICED TO S8ELL ¥
4 bodroom, 2'% bath Colonlal beautihutly decorsiod. Formal 8
dining room, 181 floor laundry, centrat alr, hardwood floor: N
ing In tayer, Prime Bloomfisld Twp. location with Blrmlng- i

DREAM HOME

Dynamic, completoly updated 4 bedroom, 2% bath brick
Ranch offors large family room, finished basoment, newar
carpeting throughout. Birmingham schools.

Ty
\VO ODRUFF LAKEFRONY
Sharp three bodroom colonlat on All Sporis Laka,
Famlly soom with firoplaca, bassmant, 2 car at-

UPPER STRA!TS LAKEFHONT
2.48 acres with unlquo socluded satting. One of &
kind propocty featuros four bodiooms, 3% baths,

thrao story colonlal with Sonda of charm. Inground  1ached heated garage. Largo deck ovotlooking $134,900 550-4488
pool and solarslum. This I8 & must soot Immodiate  lako with grata view. Just Reduced! Priced to soll
occupancy. Motivatod soflors lliving out of stale.  at only $139,900. CONTACT BECKY 363-8307
5439 000. CONTACT MICKEY 3638307 J sT 2
g
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SPECTACULAR ESTATE BETTING MANY UPDATES !
14 and Lahzor, Just listed, this slogant 4 bedroom, 2% bath Inv this 3 bodroom, 1% bath Rench. Totelty remodeled Kheh-" 3
Bavorly Hills Colonlal with many updates Inctuding field- on and bath wilh custom oak cadlnelry, tamily room with .
sfona firoplace and wood Mloors in 1a:ge family room, welk- cathodral ¢efling. Partlally finished bosemenl carpated, K

hulll In cablnotry. .
$109.000 855-2000

- Relocation 1-800-458-7356 {From Outside Michigan)

out basamont with roc room and wo! dar, 18t floor laundry.
$212,500 5594288

B Xaz
CEDAR ISLAND LAKEFRONT

Ty LIV ING 1N COUNTAY
ATMOSPHERE

Extromely u;!]lru‘;\lvc 'lﬂcll"!tl'lulol(a b;:‘l’ml. SOUTHFIELD-LATHRUP FARMINGTON HILLS - - k
Al { Y . fabutous lot [ 1'% baths, Florida room off of maater room.
ety i, Fitdatons fanch, pactiahy irianod  Flreplace in {amly room. Two cra aitachod ga- BEVERLY HILLS OFFICE ~ WEST BLOOMFIELD OFFICE- .
tasoment, fizeplace in fiving room, baautlful oak 30, sptinkiar aysiem end much more. $230,000. - 8 - * . -
Kiichen cabinsts. Thla two badroom home atso  CONTAGT PATTI363-8307

foalures master bedroom with celling fan and
hardwood ffoos. Fenced In yerd, $48,500. CON-
T, R
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