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Architect’s house
blends country,
contemporary

By Loulse Okruteky
staff writer

N THE OUTSIDE the clay-
colored farmhouse blends
in with the traditional

houses in the established
Birmingham neighborhood.

Once visitors walk across the
veranda and through the front door,
they're presented with an open, con-
temporary living space filled with
country accents.

Architect Michacl Jarman and his
wile, Mary, built their house 1o suit
cach other's sense of style and fo
blend into the neighborhood.

Michael Jarman's design for the
house iflustrates the sort of com-
promises made by the couple. She
prefers country. He likes contempo-
rary.

THEY DO agree upon one point. A
house should be a home, not a show-
pleee.

*Fhe house Is not the main objec-
tive. In a lot of the houses my con-
temperarles do, the house is a picce
of art," Michae] said. “In houses 1do,
the house is a backdrop. People don't
need to live in art.”

It's important to them ihat the
house fits Into the backdrop of its
nelghborhood.

“We're irying to be non-obtru-
sive,” Michael said.

“It's important to fit into the
neighborhood. You have to work
with your surroundings,” Mary said.

IT TOOK two years for Jarman to
design his own house. After years of
designing to suit clients’ needs, it

proved tough to start a project that
didn't include anyone else's sugges-
tions.

“This is me. It set my style,” he
sald. "T like taking the old forms and
using them with modern technolo-
ples.

“Instead of five or six small
rooms, people want more open spac-
es, more light. Windows are more
cnergy cificient. New technology al-
fows you 1o do open spaces in a
house,” he satd.

“You're still using a traditional
framework. There's a Kitchen, Yiving
roosn, dining room,” he sald.

But the traditional framework
was bent to fit the needs of the faml-
Iy and (he flaws and assets of the
property.

The house s angled on the lot to
take full advantage of the tree line
and avoid the sight, if not the sound,
of the nearby railroad tracks.

INSIDE, ALL TIIE utility arcas
such as the laundry room and closets
are next to the tracks and act as a
Luffer against train nolse.

Eventually, when the unattached
garage is built, it too will be placed
between the house and the tracks.

When the train passes, visltors no-
tice it but the Jarmans take It In
stride.

“We don’t notice it anymare. The
neighborhood gets used to it,” Mi-
chael satd.

Most of the time the windows re-
veal only a tree-lined lot that hides
neighboring houses. Windows are ac-
cented with balloan shades or by fab-
ric draped around the frames.

THE REMAINING llving space In

the two-story house manages to ex-
ude a scnse of space and a certain
amount of character,

By some standards, 2,300 square
fect doesn’t make a spectacular
home, but the Jarmans say that In
helr house, every bit of space has a
purpose.

Throughout the house are 10-foot
ceilings. In addition to giving the
home an open, airy look, the high
cellings an the sccond story alse ac-
commodate the Jarmans' antique
bed with its 8%-fool tall, carved
wooden headboard.

FOR MARY, thc heart of the
house Is the country kitchen with a
breakfast area.

As in the rest of the downstairs
rooms, the walls are palnted a light
shade of salmon.

White custom kitchen cabinets
echo the curved lines of two corner
cabinets in the dining room and the
bullt-In entertainment center In the
living room.

The cabinets are the result of a
collaboration between Michael Jar-
man and the house's builder, Watson
Custom Construction.

FLOWERED TILES with a white
background soften the kitchen walls
and give Mary versatility in chang-
ing the room's color scheme.

The tiles were handpainted by
Chbris Hillburn at Beaver Tile to
match the fabric of the room's bal-
loon shades.

Someday, the occupants will be
able to walk out the back door onto a
small deck leading to a patio.

“It's evolutionary,” Maiy sald in
describing the house.

The 10-foot ceilings throughout the
house give it an open, airy look. The wine
dows reveal a tree-lined lot that hides

neighboring homes, As In the living
room, windows are accenied with bal-
loon shades.
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acres of spectacular beachfront, allows for
a variety of residential locations that
provide cach and every owner a residence
that most closely fits their lifestyle,
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changlng the room’s color schema. The
titow wore handpainted by Chris Hillburn
at Boaver Tilo to match tho fabric of the
room's balloon shados.

Thoe walls of the country kitchen are
painted a light shade of salmon. Custom
cabinets are while. Flowored tiles with a
white background offer versatility in




