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Bathroom safety often overlooked

{AP) — Though usually among the smallest
;rooms In the house, the bathroom can be a source of
-great danger from falls, electric shock, polsoning
-or scalding.
> ‘Here arc some bathroom safety tips:

. -® Provide good lghting. The casiest wuy to
avoid hazards Is to be able to see them.

# Prevent falls by using only scatter rugs or
‘carpeting with nen-skid backing. Usc adheslve de-

..cals or rubber mats with suction backs inside the
‘tub and shower. Don’t depend on bullt-ln rough
patches in the bottom of the tub or shower.

. @ Install grab bars in the tub or shower and
Wext Lo the toilet, especially for an elderly or handi-
capped resident. Keep in mind that grab bars muat
be attached securcly cnough to withstand a per-
son's entire weight. Make sure grab bars on the tub
edge arc fastened tightly. Attach wall grab bar
studs in the wall,
= .® Be certaln any tub or shower enclosure s
shatterproaf, Before installing an enclosure, check

- ‘With your supptler about products with the Ameri-
'f]nn Natlonal Standard Institute’s V-97 certifica-
on.
« '® Water conducts clectricity. Exercise extreme
caution when using electriclty In the bathroom.
“. Portable electric space heaters, radlos and tape
players are risky in a wet environment. Don't use
them in the batkroem. If someone Inslsts on Iisten-
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Unplug appllances as soon as you finlsh using
them. Some older appllances have cords that de-
tach from the appllance as well as the wall. Unplug
such a cord {rom (ke wall outlet first. If you unplug
the appliance first, the dangling cord could cause
severe shock If it drops into water.

When huying new appllances, get a rechargeable
model if possible

If youe bathroom doesn't already have them, In-
stall GFI's (ground fault interrupters) to prevent
the possibility of fatal shock. A GFI Is & highly sen-
sitlve device that cuts off power in a fractlon of a
second when it deteets any leakage of electriclty —
well before the current flow can harm you. GFI's
can replace individual outlets, or an clectriclan can
Install one In a circuit breaker panel to protect an
cntire circuit, A portable GFI plugs into a standard
three-prong wall receptacle.

® Avoid creatlng hazards that can polson you or
yeur famlly.

1f you have young children around, keep pre-
scription drugs and other medleations out of the
bathroom cablinet or equip the cablnet with a lock
and stere cleaning products in an inaccessible or
locked place.

Don't mix any combination of bleach, ammonia
and cleaners in the tollet bowl because a toxie gas
will result, If you are using two substances, {lush
away one before pouring in the other. Remove a

in-t

ing to music or news there, get a battery-op
model.

: Don’t operate light switches, or use shavers or
halr dryers when your feet or hands are wet. Try to
get into the hablt of drying your halr In the bed-
room.
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he-tank cleaner before using anoth-
er cleaner.
® If your shower douses you with hot water
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when another tap s turned on or the tollet is
flushed, consider having a plumber Install a mixing
vaive with a built-in temperature and pressure re-
gulator.

To prevent scalding and to save encrgy, set the
water heater thermostat to no more than 140 de-
grees (120 degrees §f you don't have a dishwasher),

Make sure that the lock on the bathreom door
can be opened from the outslde. If it can't, install a
lockset wlth an external lock release. On these, a
hole in the knob usually accepts a wlire or other
'[:rote. which pops open the button on the internal

nob,
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Radio talk show
host tries cable

By Doug Funke
stalt wrlter

Mike Vittl and Gloria Gavle are
trylng to plow new ground as host
and producer/director of a cable TV
show about home construction and
Improvements.

The show, HouseTalk, debuted on
Dearbora Cablevision In late No-
vember. VIttl and Gavle believe that
thelt program is the only onc of its
kind locally produced for Detroit-
area cable TV systems.

HouseTalk bas been plcked up by
Omntcom, which services Plymouth,
Canton and Northville; Cablevisien
Wayne; and Greater Media, which
services Walled Lake, Commerce
and Wixom, Gavle said.

The pair are talking with Metrovi-
slon about getting the program aired
in Livonla and Redford.

HouseTalk Is an offshoot of a radio
talk show of the same name hosted
by Vittl 11 a.m, to noon Thursdays
on WCAR (1090} In Garden City.

“WE TALK about what's here now
but take it further — what’s coming
in the next few years,” sald Vitti, 41,
a Dearborn resldent.

Vitti doesn’t think of himsclf as an
expert on bullding but figures that's
& plus rather than a minus,

“What I'm asking ls on the public's
minds," he sald. "I have a natural
curloslty. 'm learning as I go.”

The radio and TV shows ralse is-
sues Jike what's new in technology,
fiaw to {ind a contractor, insurance,
mortgages and decorating tips.

Sonna Johns of Warren wlll joln

Vitth as co-host of the TV verslon af-
ter the flrst of the year.

vittd Is impressed with amenlties
now avallable like home sccurity
systems and radon monitors.
Other Vitti observations:

o “Window lechnology is Incredi.
ble. It’s more than just looking out of
a panc of glass.

® "Pretty soan, our houses will be
wired. You will communlcate with
the home and your home will com-
munteate wilh you.

® “More and more people are
building their own homes. The rea.
son owner-bullt is calching on is so
much information is available.”

There's o lot of bantering and
small talk with guests on the radie
show.

“Being entertaining, we find we'se
attracting  people  who normally
don't listen to this kind of show,” Vit-
1i said. "“They were learning in spile
of themselves.”

Vitti started the radio show about
three years ago when he was per-
suaded by his ex-wife to do an actual
informational show rather than cre-
ative spols ‘or advertising clients.

TIE TV show, which airs on local
access channels, features In-studio
intervlews and ficld segments, Vitti
said.

“R's a cross between This Old
House (PBS) and the Tonight Show,”
he eracked.

Gavle, Vitti's producer/director,
Hnes up guests and generally tends
to the odds and ends that go into put.
ting a show together. She learncd
production techniques through class.
s offered by Metroviston,

There are a couple of other Ob-
server-area conneciions 1o the
FHouseTalk cable TV show.

Image Enhancement, a fledgling
video production company in Canton
owned by Brad Hayes and Bill Spur.
lin 11, does the technlcal work,

And Phil Szanto and Pal Arwood,
awners of Kitchen Kraft in Redford,
allow taping of the “studio” segment
en a set in their shop.
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