points of view

The Farmington Hills City Council
will discuss the controversy sur-
rounding @ Nov. 18 planning com-
misslon decision banning use of
Ioudspenknﬂ or amplifiers at lhc

Center of F

Hills*

Discussion will take place at the
council's annual goals and issucs
study session Saturday, Jan. 20, In
city hall,

ave it d about
the notse from the outdoor am-
phitheater. Center officlals say the
one-year ban will sharply curtail
cvents and negatlvely affect their
budget.

Reporting
shows bias

To the editor:

As a member of the local business
communlty, a restdent of Farming.
ton Hills for 21 yearsand a

We realize this mandate was not
an easy deelsion to make. We are
also awarc that various cltizens of
the communlty are less (han en-
thralled with the resolution adopted
by the planning commission.

However, it has always been, and
conlinues to be, our Intentlon that
any Individual or gmup that would

of yours for the same number of
years, I am appalled at your biased
reporting, lack of community (vs. in-
dlvidual) awareness, and a general
reporting disregard for the commu-
nity programs provided by our local
Farmington-Farmington Hills Com-
munlty Center.

You should be ashamed and em-
barrassed.

At a time when our country's so-
clal soclety is under attack (rom so
many directlons, our local communi-
ty needs all programs provided by
the Community Center — and yet
you support reducing these pro-
grams by your biased reporting and
threaten the very existence of thls
finc Institutlon In our community.

Listen and report for all the peo-
ple — not just a few. Respond to our
community and pratect the Commu-
nity Center — not attack it.

I enjoy the Farmington Observer,
and have for many years, but [ am
very disappoinied in you.and the
manner in which your paper ls re-
porting the center’s problems.

. Wiltlom G. Carey,
Farmlngton Hills

Planners earn
vote of thanks

To the edltor:

We, the undersigned residents of
Farmington Hills and neighbors of
the Community Center, would like 10
take this opportunity to express our
sincere apprectation to the Farming-
ton Hills Plannlng Commisslon for
1he majarity declsion of Nov. 16.

‘That decision requires the remov-
al and eflmination of electrical ser-
vice at the Community Center out-
door theater for the purpose of sound
amplification as well as certain
other remedles required of the Com-
munlty Center to conform their op-
cratlons to clty ordinances.

subject
tion of the excmlvc no\sc levels
cmitied from the Community Center
outdoor theater during performanc-
cs would immediately concede that
amplified cntertainment has no
place in a residential environment.

Our contention Is further support-
cd by the results of the on-site dem-
onstration conducted by the planning
commission Nov, 8.

Every mumber of the planning
commission (hat attended the dem-
onstration vated unanimously to dis-
continue the use of electrical power
{for the purposc of seund amplifica-
tion at the outdoor theater focation.
The only dissenting vote was cast by
a member of the plannlng commis-
sion not present for the d

rect reflectlon of the deslre of the

I want our planning commission to
seriously reconsider the impact of
its restrictions on the outdoor pro-
grams. Understanding and coopera-
tion [s vital to successfully move for-
ward in all aspects of our communl-
ty affairs.

Pure and simple, this is not an ob-
noxious land use activity that infr-
inges on a residential land use. Let's
work to find a common greund for
the beneflt of everyone.

Alfred V. Dicbel,
Farmiogton Hllls

Music vital
for center

To the editor:

Resldents of Farmington and
Farmington Hills kave so much to be
proud of, not the least of which is a
fine cultural/muslcal program of-
fered at the C Center.

tion.

We would like to express our ap-
preciation te the planning commis-
sion for your cellective foresight and
wisdom In Jealing with this situa-
1ion. Brcause of your efforts and ac-
tions, there truly will be “Peace on
Earth" in our neighborhood this holi-
day scason.

Scott Morris,

Darvell Bratt,

Donald Stolberg,

Willlam Shortt,

George and Irene Totzkny,
Farmlngton Hills

Land use —
not obnoxious

To the editor:

Tam writing on behalf of the Com-
‘munity Center of Farmington-Farm-
ington Hills to share my opinion on
the value of lts programs produced
and offered for our

Now it scems that the outdoor por-
tions of these events, portlons requir-
ing a microphone, are In jeopardy.
So very many of us who tive here
would lose something very speclal it
such cuncerts were no longer avail
able.

For many of us, Pine Knob and
Meadow Brook are not viable alter-
natives,

‘We hope that the Farmington Hills
Planning Commission and the few
dissenting neighbors can come to an
agreement that will restore this Im-
portant and vital source of music to
our community.

Betty Love,
Farmiogton Hllls

Keep center
programming

To the editor:
QOur family of four registered vot-
ers wishes to sce 2ll the programs
inued at the Farmi Farm-
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Code of ethics should be main thrust::

OAKLAND COUNTY olficials
have done a laudable job from what
've seen over the three months or so
that I've been on this beat.

They've put a lot of time and ef-
fort into a number of sticky prob-
fems, with the $470 milllon solid
waste plan probably being the most
difficult.

But [ believe their first order of
business for the 1990s should be a
sleeper jtem that was Introduced as
commissioners were winding down
the year: Developing a code of ethics
for themselves and other county em-
ployees.

It's not that commissioners, the
county executive and his staff or any
other Oakland officials have done
anything wrong. Nor Is county gov-
croment awash with incompetence,
much less actual graft or mallea-
sance.

But the nature of county govern-
ment is changing. Growth — with all
its blessings and problems — is mak-
ing government more complex and
placing more demands on those in-
volved

OAKLAND COUNTY is the
richest in Michigan and, very likely,
the most active in terms of economle
activity. Bigness and richness are by
no means the only measure of a
community., But we are on the way
to becoming the most Important
county in Michigan.

Accordingly, our roads — to pick
just one urban problem — are
among the most congested.

Indeed, I'm onc of those who won-
der if our present form of govern-
ment — with 27 part-time commis-
sioners — i3 adequate to handle
cver-increasing demands for ser-
vices.

1 don't want more county govern-
ment and nobody wants more politi-
cal hacks. But [ wonder If a few full-
time commissioncrs, say 18, might
provide a better check-and-balance.

It's entirely possible that Oakland
County will be able to cfiiclently
meet the demands of the ‘80s —
whatever they may be — with a
business-as-usual approach.

HOWEVER WE approach the ‘90s,

Pat
Nurphy

1 attend programs, both “Inside"
and “outside,” and thoroughly enjoy
the cultural varlety and high quality
of cach. These actlvities and the
strength of the attendance are a di-

ington Hills Communlty Center.
Let’s not start looking like “Little
Russia.”
Mrs. Danjel McKinnon,
Farmington Hills
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the commissioners' [irst order of
business should be a code of ethics.

Some will say the county doesn't
need one, As County Exccutive Dan
Murphy points out, “Adults shouldn’t
need another code to govern their
conduct.”

Perhaps. The Ten C d:

Douglas or General Dynamles —
eyebrows would ralse.

® Russell D. Martin, the coumyl

director of management and budget,
came under f{lre when he bought
property in the area being consid-
ered as a possible site for a muly-
mlllion doltar county landtlil,

Martin is respected by his col
lcagues as a competent, hard-work-
ing finance guy with extreme lmeg-
Tity.

But no wonder residents in l.he
northern townships questioned the
transactions and asked for some re- -

ments, the Golden Hule, existing clv-
i) law and common sense should be
adequate.

But Jook at some of the problems
that have plagued county govern.
ment in the Jast three menths. Con-
sider these jtems:

@ Six county cmployees were
fired or otherwise disciplined — a)-
though some are being relnstated ~
for a variety of questlonable practic-
s,

Some sanitarians and/or inspec-
tors failed to disclose their Involve-
ment In land development whlle
other employees failed to disclose
their financial interests In land de-
velopment in the county,

® The county has a $470 mlition
solid waste program. When money
like that is involved, look out.

In Fort Wayne, Ind.,, where I last
cavered county government, card
players have a folksy saying: “"No
matter how dumb they look, cut the
cards.

The municipa) counterpart ls: “No
matter how honest they look, audit
the books.”

® Commissioner Annc M. Hobart,
R-Milford, recently resigned to take
a $35,000-a-year job with the coun-
1y's solld waste program after exten-
sive involvement In planning and im-
plementing the $470 million pro-
gram.

Hobart, a retired teacher, has
credentials and 18 knowledgeable
about solld waste. She also has an
impeccable record.

But i a general at the Pentagon
were {0 resign and go to work for a
defensc contractor — say McDonnell

view or rosecu- .

tor's office reviewed the matter, by ; ©

the way, and said there was no evi- !
dence of questionable practices or
wrongdolng.

But people have a right to be sus- |
piclous, no matter how honest Mar-

tin or other public officials might be. - *

« County commissioners decided
0 seck new bids on the $9 million ;
computer center to be built next

year. As submitted, the bids had teo . |

many “lrregularities,” and the un-
suceessful bidders threatened to lu:
suit.

Those blds may have been pedact— .
1y acceptable, as corporation counsel
Jack C. Hays said. But the county:

+ has been hiring contractors for same

time. Bidding processes shouldn't be
vague. Speclfications, by definltion
should be specific, without 'lrreg\l
larities.”

I NOT the only one 10 sce these
ftems In a sinister context. At the"
last county board meeting, 2 resi-
dent from the Oxford Township nru
raised similar questions.

He also made it clear he didn't
trust the county commlssioners —
particutarly after activitles of Lhe
last three months.

Thus, commissioners should think
about a code of cthics and the ap-
pearance of impropriety.

And maybe tn deliberating about
cthics, commissioners would send a
message about the need for Integrity
— If only to themselves.

Pat Murphy covers Oakland
County for the Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers.

Men, if you're about to turn 18, 1t's
time to register with Selective Service
at any U.S. Post Office.

It's quick. It's easy.
And it's the law.
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